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SERMON I. 

Acts II. 38. 
- — Repent ; and he Baptized every 
one of you in the Name of Jefus 
Chrift, for the Remiffion of Sins, 
and ye Jhall receive the Gift of the 
HolyGhoft. 

TH E Words are Part of the Sequel 
of St. Peters Sermon to the People 
of the Jews and other Nations, 
when they were gather'd about the 
Apoftles, on Occafion of the Wonderful De£ 
cent of the Holy Ghoft upon Them, with the 
Gift of Languages and Miracles : Which, He 
told them, was but the EfFe<3: or Confequence 
of the fyfurre&ion and Afcenfion of Chrijl^ as 
the Same had been plainly fore-declar d by all 
the ancient Prophets ; alluring them, that all 
Power in Heaven and Earth was now given of 
God to that fame Jefus whom they had lately Cru- 
cified • for thatGa^ had made htm both Lord and 
thrift : that is, The Divinity had exalted the 
Humanity \ and taken It into the Glory of the 
Effence in Heaven. Now, when they heard this^ 
the Sacred Uiftorian tells us, they were £rtcfcea 
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at their Heart j they felt a Compun&ion in 
their Spirit, and faid unto Peter and the reft of 
the Apo files ; Men and Brethren^ what Jhall we 
do? Then Peter •, in the Words of the Text, 
faid unto them — Repent, and be Baptised every 
one of you in the Name ofjefus Chrift, for the 
Rgmiffion ofSins^ andyefhatt receive the Gift of 
the Holy Ghofi. 

You Know that Baptifm in the Name ofjefus 
Chrift implies and includes Faith in that Name. 
He that Believetb and is Baptised — are fuppos'd 
Infeparable ; the outward and fenfible AH by the 
Sacramental Laver, being even a Sign andTefti- 
flcation of the inward Dijhofition and Applica- 
tion of the Mind in Believing. Therefore, 

From the Text altogether we may colled: the 
whole Dodfcrine of the Foundation and Means of 
the Forgtvenefs of our Sins, and of our Accept- 
ance with God It is by Repentance and Faith, 
with Baptifm by Water and the Co-operation of 
the Holy Ghoft. 

I have in fome former Difcourfes treated of 
Faith in the All-fufficient Satisfaction for Sins 
by the Blood of Chrift • and 01 the Excellency 
and Efficacy of the great Virtue or Grace of 
fypenta?ice ; Two A&s, which, when rightly 
Conftituted, I fuppos'd to be in the general 
Estimation of Christians, as in the Nature of 
Things they are, Infeparable from each other. 
But, fince among the many Impious Attempts 
that have of late been made upon Chriftianity y 
One has been to divide thefe Two, Repentance 
and Faith in the Redemption by Jefus Chrift front 
each other 5 or rather to perlwade People, that 
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aNetv-devi/dy Simple, and Naked Kind of Re- 
pentance, without any Faith in the 'Redemption 
by Chrift, is the Whole of Chriftianity, and All 
that we want ; fo that, according to this Do- 
<£fcrine we have, after all, Cbrifttanity without a 
Cbrift ; a Saviour without Redemption; Spiritual 
Graces without Influences, without Operations 
upon the Soul ; and either need no Salvation ; 
Or, if we do, are Sufficient of Our/elves to Save 
Our/elves : I fay, fince thefe Anti-Chriftian 
Tenets are Publilh'd and Spread, as it is my 
Bufinefs on fuch Occafions to Watch for, and * 
give you Warning ; I fhall now treat of this 
Subjed: of Repentance anew; the more toEfta- 
blifh your Hearts in the Fhith firft deliver d to 
the Saints, and that you may not, as Occafion 
fhall require, be without an Antidote againft 
that Poifon. And, 
In doing This, I fhall 

I. Firft, Endeavour to fhew you, What the 
Virtue or Grace of Repentance, I mean that 
fall and perfect Repentance, by which we 
do obtain the Divine Favour and Forgive- 
nefs of our Sins, is. And then, 

II. Secondly, In order to free theDo&rineof 
this Repentance from thofe Abufes and Mif- 
reprefentations with whicktheAdv erfaries of 
our Faith have attempted to Deface it, I 
fhall confider and refute fome of the chief 
Arguments offered by them in Support of 
their Do&rine of the Sufficiency of Simple 
Repentance to Salvation. After which, 
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III. Thirdly j I fhall draw fome Inferences 
from the Whole, and Conclude. And, 

I. Firfi, I am to fhew, What that full and 
perfeB Repentance by which we do obtain 
the Divine Favour and Forgivenefs of our 
Sins, is. Now, 

Repentance in General, as we in the Poverty 
of our Language are fore'd to ufe the Word, is 
put for feveral A6ts and Affections very diverfe 
from one another. For, fometimes it fignifies 
the Changing of one's Mind, Intent, or Refolu- 
tion, with refpedt of his own Conduct in Things 
indifferent or otherwife ; as, for the Purpofe, 
When aPerfbn having defignd to do or perform 
an JSl One Way, finds Himfelf, on fecond 
Thoughts, indued to change His Purpofe, and 
to do it Another* This is called Repenting. Thus 
God is faid to have led the Ifr oolites from 
Egypt, not by the way of the Pbiliflines country, 
though that was near, left they Jhould Repent, 
or Change their Mind with Relpedt to their De- 
parture, when they faro War x and return to Egypt. 
Exod. 13. 17. In this Senf<TGoD aifo fays of 
Himfelf, — / have purpofed and will not Repent, 
or Change the Courfe of my Difpenfations. Jer. 
4. 28. And yet again, in the fame Senfe, The 
Lord is (aid to have Repented that He had made 
Man on the Earth. Gen. 6. 6. That is, God, 
for the wickednefs of the Ante-Diluvian World, 
Changed the Courfe and Order of His Providence 
with Refped: of the Race of Men that Then 
were, by deftroying Them with the Earth, and 
by re-fitting and re-peopling the Earth, as it 

were 
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were, from a New Stock. Sometimes the Word 
Repentance is put for thatntt*£, peevijh, and 
deceitful Inconjtancy which is every Day feen in 
Frail, Fallen Men ; when, being A&ed by their 
own rajb Humour or Wilfulnefis, they take up, 
and lay afide, Refolutionsj rvithout Reafbn, or 
againfi it s and fo are found Falje to Others, 
and often to Them/elves. In this Senfe Holy 
Scripture tells us, Repentance cannot be in G o d ; 
Howfoever ( in that other Senfe of Changing the 
Courfe of his Judgments with Refpeft of Men, 
as they change their Ways and of G Wand Vir- 
tuous do become Evil and Vicious, or the con- 
trary) He be faid often to Repent. Thus Samuel 
tells Satd—And atfo the Strength oflfrael mil 
not lie, nor repent ; that is, He will not from 
any weak Ane&ions A6fc a fickle and deceitful 
Part : For He is not a Man that he fhould Repent; 
He is not fubje& to any of our trail and Un- 
certain Paffions, that He fhould Adt any fuch 
fickle and deceitful Part, i Sam. i y. 20. In this 
Senfe, I fay, we are told, It is Impoffible the 
Omnipotent fhould Repent j though in the fame 
Chapter He is (aid, in that other Senfe, to have 
Repented that He had made Saul I\jng over Ifrael. 
Again, This Word Repentance is put for that 
Vexation, Shame*, and Sorrow that a Man upon 
ConviSion of Confidence feels, for any Fooltjh or 
Wicked Thing, faid, or done, by Him. And 
this often happens, when he has Little or No- 
thing more than a bare Horror of his Condu&, 
but does not, or cannot, turn himfelf to do the 
leaft A£t to Rf&iff, or Change, his Mind. In 
this Senfe Judas is faid to have Repented, when 

he 



1 



he brought again the thirty pieces of Silver, the 
Price of Betraying our Lord, confeffed he had 
finned, in that he had betrayed the innocent bloody 
and went and banged himfelf Matt. 27. 3, 4. 
The Traitor, in this Cafe, had an Horror of 
his ASl, a Remorfe of Conscience for his Sin ; 
but could not Change or ReSiJy his Heart and 
Mind in that Refpeft. But, 

None of the above-mentiond Species of J^- 
pentance 7 though called in Englijb by this Name, 
is by any means the Thing we are to underftand 
by this Word, Repentance, according to the 
Text ; I mean, as the lame is fir RemiJJion of 
Sins ; But this will be found under the next 
Acceptation of the Word • in which it is put 
for that Turning, or Returning to God, thro* 
Faith in that P erf on, and By thofe Means , 
which God hath appointed tn His Word, for 
Salvation to Man, that is, through Faith in His 
Son ; with which alfb the Heart and Mind is 
underftood to be at the fame time Changed and 
Rectified by the Co-operation of the Holy Ghoft. 
For, without Thefe, a Man may, in feveral Re- 
fpedts be faid, as above, to Repent, and yet 
fhall, after all, have no Repentance, intheleaft 
to his Purpofe, in the Senfe of the Text, that 
is, none in the leaft fitted to procure him the 
Divine Favour and Pardon for his Sins. And, 

This is the Do&rine univerfally of the Holy 
Scriptures, of the Old Teftament as well as of 
the New. I will produce a few Paffages out of 
a vaft Abundance to this Purpofe. And, 

Firjl, Repentance is with a Turning, or Re- 
turning to Cod by Faith in the Saviour. This of 

Returning 
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Upturning is indeed the primary Idea of that 
Ad: which we call Repenting ; wherefore alfb 
the Verb aw which in the Original fignifies 
limply to Return, when fpoken otthe Return of 
Man from his own evil Ways to Religion and 
to God, is render'd Indifferently by Returning 
or Repenting ; True Repentance confifting pro- 
perly in fuoi Rgturn, as aforefaid. Thus in 
one Text, E^ek.ii. 30. where the fame Word 
is repeated, it is render'd in our Verfion by both 
thofe Words — Rgpent, and Turn from all your 
TranfgreJJions ; fo Iniquity JhaU not be your 
Ruin. So, often when itttands fingle, always 
when it is joind to the Names God, Lord, &c. 
or to their Pronouns Him, Me, &c with the 
Particle To, it is put for the faid A& of Re- 
penting, as expreffing the very Way and Manner 
of it. And thus God, the Saviour Himfelf^ 
the Second Perfon in the Divine Eflence, 
fpeaks to his Spiritual Ifrael by the Prophet ; 
expreffing at once the Manner of Repentance, 
with the Ground on which alone Man may hope 
to be Accepted in Repenting. I have blotted out 
as a thick Cloud thy Tranfgrejfions, and as a Cloud 
thy Sins : Return unto me, for I have Redeemed 
thee. Ifai. 44. *2. You fee Redemption was 
provifionally Decreed for, and Propofed to, Alt 
that fliould .Repent. How ? By Turning, or 
Returning to God with Faith in the Redeemer. 
Thus, by the Prophet Jeremiah, Ch. 3. V. 22. 
He invites back Deferters — Return ye back* 
Jliding Children 1 and I will heal your Back- 
fiidings. _..,'-■; 
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You will obferve, that Sinners are here again 
call'd upon by God, not (imply to Repent, (as 
Repentance is often underftood to mean only 
the being firry for fome evil Thing done, and 
Refilling to do the ft me no more ) but to Turn, 
or Return tb God with Faith and Affiance in 
their Saviour, who had promised to Blot out 
their Sins as from a Bill of Charge brought into 
Court againft them 5 to Hial the Infirmities and 
Stckneps of their ScJUlS ; and to Redeem them 
from Captivity and Bondage. All which are 
A6ti that no Mortal can do for Himfelf For, 
what is decldr'd concerning Thofe guilty of 
Idolatry in the Time of the Prophet, is true of 
all bther Sirtneft when left to Themfehes and 
Their bWn mere Rkpent Antes : Every one that 
is fo^ i* Btutijh in hi* jfeotvltdge. Ter. 10. 14. 
A Man, in this State, does not to much as 
know the Way to the Divine Reconciliation, or 
by tvhat Mtans He may bt RetonciVd to God : 
much lefs has He Ability and Means, in Him- 
felf, to Rtcontik Himfelf to Hiffl; and, there- 
fbre> howfoever Men may boaft of their Rea- 
fining Powers^ they are not able by any Rgafin 
of theirs in this Cafe, to help themfelves out 
df finy of thoffe IntriMfies, Which their Sins 
have -PerpltM and Int angled them in. Nay, 
their Sitereign Redfin, With their other Facul- 
ties is Cortupttd and Dtpr*v% and can only 
fefVe, fo dftfen a* they truft to It's Guidance, 
to Miile&d them more and more : As God alfo, 
with a moft j&ft Sarcafin oft onfr bfthefe vain 
Revolt ers, fays i/Jw.44. 20. HefiedethofAJhes y 
His TranfgreJJions , like the Apples of Sodom, 

look 
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look Specious to hh Eye, do tempt and allure 
his Appetite, but turn to Cinders, Duft, and 
AJhtf in hip Mouth : For why ? A deceived 
Heart , fypfon perverted and depravd, hath 
turned him afide, fo that he cannot deliver hit 
Soul, nor fay, I§ there not a Lie in my Itygbt- 
Hand? The Meaning is, that he is given up to 
an Infatuated and Reprobate Mind, ftill to de- 
ceive and difappoint Himfelf, and, with all his 
a#e#ed Talk about the Eternal fyafon, jfyla- 
tfan 9 ft*d Fitnefs of Things, to dejire and do 
only thofe Things that are not Convenient, nor 
Fit. To every fuch Perfon he fays again by 
fhe Prophet Jeremiah, Ch. 2. v.iz. Tbii thot* 
rvajh thee with Nitre, and take thee much Sope, 
yet thine Iniquity is marked before me, faith the 
Lord God. No Purifications of Man's Contriv- 
ing can, much lefs can any Contrivance of Man, 
without any Purification at all, avail to raze the 
In&ravm Chprafters of Mans Tranfgrejjion out 
of the Adamantine Tables of the Omnifcient 
and Almighty. Man can Deftroy, but, without 
God, can do nothing to fyftore, himfelC As 
the Divine Saviour al(o fays by another Prophet, 
Hof. 13. % Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf, 
but in me is thy Help. To which a few Verfes 
lower, bo adds the Manner of this Divine Help 
without which Man can do Nothing. * — / will 
ranfom thee, fays he, from the Power of the Grave ; 
I mil redeem thee from Death : Death I will 
fa thy Plagues; Grave, I will be thy Deftru- 
Uum f Repentance is hid from mine Eyes ; that 
is* This Courfe is decreed for the ademption 
of Man, and my Purpofe concerning it jhflll 

B2 twt* 
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not, nay it cannot, be revets d or changd, fo as 
that any other Method of effecting Man's Sal- 
vation, may be fubflituted in the Place of This. 

But this is more exprefsly declar'd in the 
New Teftament • where either the fufficiency of 
Faith without any mention at all of Repentance ; 
or, Repentance with Faith in Our Saviour, are 
fo mention d together, as to make it Plain to 
every Reader, that, without this Faith, Repen- 
tance by itfelf can be of no Avail at all for the 
RemiJJion of Sins. For, fo Our Lord in St. 
Mark, Ch. 16. v.16. He that believeth, and is 
Baptised, Jhall be faved; but He that believe th 
not, Jhall be damned. And fo he teftifies of 
himfelf to Nicodemus, Joh. 3. 16. 18. God Jo 
loved the World that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whofoever believeth in him Jfjould not 
pert/lj, but have everlafiing Life. And, He that 
believeth on him is not condemned ; but' he that be- 
lieveth not, is condemned already, becaufe he 
hath not believed in the Name of the only begotten 
Son of God. And the fame John the Baptifi 
teftifies of him, Jok. 3. 36, He that believeth on 
the Son bath everlafiing Life ; and he that believ- 
eth not the Son, Jhall not fee Life, but the Wrath 
ofGodabideth on him • that is, He is left to 
that Deftrudtion to- which both the: Corruption 
af Nature in him* and~ his own dUual Tranf 
-grefpms of every. Kind', had coniignd him. 
Thus alfo t6 diffitiguifh clearly what it is that 
gives tit's wliole Validity to Repentance, our 
.Lard^Commiffion to his Difciples for Planting 
his Gofpei (recorded by St. Luke) was, that 
Reperitqsfce and Remiffion of Sins Jboiild be 

:/ ~ * 1 Preach' dy 
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Preach* d, How? Not fimply by Them/elves, but 
in his Name} that is, through Faith in his 
Name, among all Nations. And, accordingly 
St. Peter, at the firft Execution of this Com- 
miffion, Preaches in the Text — Repent, and be 
Baptised every one of you, in the Name of Jefus 
Chriji, for the Remijjton of Sins. The Grant 
of Remiffion of Sins was to go out in the Name 
of Jefus Chriji, and was to take Effeft by Virtue 
of that Name, and not otherwife. So, the 
fame Apoftle, in another Place, with Allufion 
to the Words of the Prophet above-cited, fays, 
— Repent, and be Converted, that your Sins may 
be blotted out, -when the times of Refrejhingy 
( Gr. <*M\J/$;e«*, ofRejjnration, literally, ofi^- 
fioring the Breath of Life to the Animal Frame) 
from the Prefence of the Lord, Jhall come. Acfts 
3-19. So St. Paul tells his Hearers at Ephefus, 
that-— He had kept back from them Nothing of 
theDo&rine that was profitable for them to know, 
having tefiified to the Jews and alfo to the Greeks 
thefe two neceffary Points, viz. Repentance to- 
wards God, and Faith towards our Lord Jefus 
Chriji. A&s 20. ±0, 21. 

Repentance arid Faith you fee were to proceed 
with th*i Agreement, and with thefe Refpe8s : ; 
even with a Conversion or Turning to 
God through Faith at the fame Time towards 
our Lord Jefus Chrift : Here is no Place left for 
Simple Repentance , 'Repentance without that 
Converfion to the Deity 'and without that Faith 
towards our Lord Jefus Chrifi. Even' the Bap- 
tifm of John, the Fore-runner of our Lord, 
though it was by way of Eminence and with 
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Viftin&ion cali'd TheBaptifm offypent$nce, yet 
was not the fame Preach'd by him fimply, and 
in feverance from that/&M in our Lord Jefas 
Chrift, even then when oar Lord was not yet 
Manifested to Ifrael: For Co St. Paul faid to 
fotne that had been Baptized only with the (aid 
Baptifin of John. — John verily Baptised with the 
Baptifm of Repentance, but withal admonifhing 
Thofe whom he fa Baptised, that they (honld 
Relieve on Him who Jbould come after hint; 
. that is, on Chrift JeUis; even to this End And 
Pnrpofe, that, being Baptised again in His 
Name, they might receive the Holy Ghoft. 
Hence we fee clearly, that the Baptifm of Jfc- 
pentance by Itfelfwzs not fufficient : For what 
JReafon > plainly for this, that Repentance Itfelf 
is not fuificient by Itfelf to fyconcile Men to 
God : And Co we find the Perwns to whom St. 
,/W fpoke This, took its For the Sacred Hi- 
.ftorian tells us, that — When they heard this, 
they were accordingly Baptised, in the Name of 
the Lordjefus. A&sij, 4, 1. 

Moreover, that there is fome other Ingre- 
dient In> and With Repentance, that gives to' 
Repentance it's whole Valm md Atxeptablenefs, 
is clear from hence, that even Repentance ittelf 
in the New Jefiament, to make it Efficacious, 
k not allowed. to be our mm mereJ&i but is, 
in many Places, by way of Eminence alio cali'd 
-~The Q ft ant, or G 1 *t pf God. f hnswhen 
St. P em 4 m Ms Apology to the Difciptes, had 
inform jd them, . Horn the G*mU* alfo by bit 
'f reaching badreteivedthi Hdi.Ghifii thtgaJL 
gkrifitd God, fay'mgy t\tm hath CodJtlfo to the 

" Gentiles 
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Gentiles Granted Hgpentance unto Life. Adts 
11.18. Repentance^ therefore! fuch as the 
Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift fets forth, fir 
J^emijfton of Sins, is Part of a Divine Gift or 
Grant to Man* the other fabfcquent Part of 
which is ( as the laft cited Text exprefTes ) what 
it is alio plain God alone can Give, even Life. 
And thii fame Confeflion St. Peter and the o- 
ther Apoftles freely did Confefs before the 
High-Prieft and Sanhedrim of the Jews.— The 
God of our Fathers^ faid they, raifed up Jefus, 
Tchom ye flew, and hanged on a Tree : Him hath 
God exalted with his ltygbt*Hand) to be a Prince 
and a Saviour : Literally, according to the O 
riginal, Him being Prince and Saviour bath God 
exalted^ fir to Givfc Repentance to Ifrael, and 
ForgtPenefs of Sins. A<3s f. 3 o, 3 1 . This Grace 
of Repentance offered to the Whole Nation or 
People of the Ifrael of God, for RemiffionofSins 9 
was no A6t of their own , nor a Benefit they 
could id any Refped* have procured fir Them* 
feivef, It was, and Is, the fpecial Grant, and 
Gift of Our Great Prince and Saviour Jefus thrift. 
To the fame Effect again was our Lord's own 
expfefs Cottitoiffion to St. Paul, conflicting 
him Apoftle to the Gtntiles^To open their Eyes y 
and to tarn them from Darknefs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unto God, that titey 
might receive ItyniJJion of Sins and Inheritance 
*fMrt& them that are San&ified by Faith, faid 
tar Lord, that is in ME. jitlsii. 18. Here 
I fay, it is again declared, that Men are not 
fimply to Repent, or Turn from fome bad Ads 
*r Habits, as from *tbvfi or Drnnkemefsttx Ho- 
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nefiy or Sobriety { fuppofing That to be in their 
Power) bat they are to Repent and Turn to God, 
from the Power of Satan to the Power of Gody 
from being carried away with the Suggeftions 
of the Devil, to receive the Influences of the 
Holy Ghoft : By what Way and Means? By 
having their Eyes opened, being Illuminated, 
being turned from Darinefs to Light- To what 
End and EfFedt ? To obtain RemiJJion of Sins } 
not by Virtue of their own Performances, but 
by Faith of the Operation of God in Chriji Jefus: 
by which alone we have Forgivenefs of Sins, 
and Inheritance among them that are SanUified, 
or made Holy ; as being feparated, or clean fed, 
from their natural Pollutions •, not by their own 
fimple Repentances, as aforefaid, but by that 
Faith which is in Him, and not otherwife. 
And for this Reafon we find, that 

All, both Jews and Gentiles, not only the 
Immoral Livers among them, but the Nations 
in Grofs, without Diftin&ion of Perfbns on any 
other Accounts, were "Vniverfally calld to This 
Repentance: that is, the Jews were calTd to 
forfake their New f org d Traditions % the Hea- 
thens, in general, their Idols • and the pre- 
tended Wife-Men among them, their Philofa 
pfyj Reafoning, and Worldly Rudiments ; and 
AH, to be Baptised into the Faith of Chrifl : 
even as the Exhortation in the Text is con- 
ceiv'd TJniverfally — Repent, and he Baptised e~ 
very one of you. So, in another Place— God 
hath commanded all Nations every where to Re- 
pent ; that is, to Turn from .their own Vanities 
and imagined Privileges znAPerfeHions of ever J 

Sort, 
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Sort, to the Chrifiian Religion, to Faith in the 
Redemption by Chrifi Jefiie. Therd Were doubt- 
lcft among both Jews and Gentiles, yit the firft 
Publication of the Gofpel, fome good Honefi x 
Morml Livers • who , if Morality had been 
Sufficient without a Chrifi to Redeem them, had 
needed no Call to Repentance, and fo that CaM 
fhould not have been General. But, as flWr fl*# 
aw General i and that, ho* for*/y ** Repent, 
but to Rgpent and turn to God by Chrifi • This 
is a plain Proof from Scripture (where the 
whole Procedure of this Tranfa&ion is record- 
ed) that no Man in any State, nor by any Re- 
pentance merely from any State, without alfo 
applying Htmtelf by Faith to the Redemption 
by Chrifi Jefus, is, or can be, within the ordi- 
nary Terms of Salvation. Of this Cornelius 
was an llluftrious Example: he had been a 
Convert from Paganifm to the Worfhip of the 
One True God, and to the Obfervance at leaft 
of Thofe Called the Moral Precepts of Noah ; 
and #as in all Refpeds elfe a Ptous and Good 
Man: yet ftill one thing he wanted to Intitle 
him to Salvation, viz. to be a Chrifiian. For, 
thus the Angel that appeared to him, faid un- 
to \iva\~~SendMen to Joppa, and call for Simon, 
wbefi Sir-Name k Peter, whojhall toll thee Words 
vehereby thou, and all thyHouje, ftiall be Saved. 
ASbn.i^. And, 

This is that which the ApoMe gloried in, and 
for which he gladly faffered the Lofs of all Tem- 
poral Advantages of Honour or Riches among 
his Country-men, viz. that He might be found 
in Chrifi, with Diyeftment of all other Pra*- 

C /eger 



leges arid Pretentions, not having his own Rigbtc- 
oufnefs, the Righteoiifnefs which is of the Law -, 
(that is, in doing Simply any of the Works, 
whether Moral or Ceremonial, of the Law ; ) 
but having that Righteoufnefs which is by the 
Faith of Jefus Chrift, that which is of God by 
Faith. Phil. 3. 8, 9. Can any devifeable Words 
be more clear and full to exprefs, that we can- 
not become Righteous by any Performances of 
our own, but are made fo, being even Created 
anew to good Works by God, through Faith in 
Chrift. But, 

Secondly, Repentance muft not only be with 
a Turning to God by Faith in the Redemption by 
Chrifi, generally ; but it muft alfo be Atteftei 
and Signed by the outward Sacrament of Bap- 
tifm, fpecially, with the inward Co-operation of 
the Holy Ghoft Changing and Justifying, at the 
fame Time, our Heart and Mind. 'Thefe are 
Means neceflary to render us, in our Converjion 
and Repentance, acceptable to the Deity : So 
our Lord told Nicodemus — Except a Man be 
Born anew of Water and the Holy Ghoft, he can* 
not enter into the kingdom of Heaven. And, 
fo St. Paul told Titus — After the Kjndnefs and 
Love of God our Saviour towards Man appeared, 
not by Works of Rgghteoufnefs which we have 
done, but according to His Mercy He favedus, 
by the wajhing of Regeneration and Renewing of 
the Holy Ghojl ; which He Jbed on Us abun- 
dantly through Jefus Chrift our Saviour ; that 
being juftified by His Grace, we Jhould be made 
Heirs according to the Hope of Eternal Life. 
Tit. 3. 4, f , 6 } 7. Nay, He is exprefs to the 

fa 
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Corinthians, that the Cooperation and Influence 
of the/ft/y GA0/? gives to Baptifm (Inftantly, 
and in the AH of it ) it's Efficacy and Validity, 
to Incorporate Us into the Body ofChrift : — For, 
by one Spirit, fays He, are we all Baptised into 
one Body, i Cor. 12. 13. So, to the Galations, 
— As many as are Baptised into Chrift, have put 
on Chrift. And, without this Spiritual Infer* 
tion into Chrift, we are no Chriftians. For, if 
any Man have not the Spirit ofChrift, He is none 
of His. Rom. 8.9, And, 

All this, in the Nature of Things, was Ne- 
ceffary in our Circumftances, to effed: our Sal- 
vation : For, the Spiritual Faculties which at 
Our Creation we received, were Impaired and 
Decayed by Our Fall ; and the Support by the 
Irradiation, and Impulfe of the Divine Light 
andSpirit, Forfeited. Whence being now Born 
every one of Us deftitute of thofe Faculties^ 
and of that Divine Support, we are Born Spi- 
ritually Dead, Holy Scripture hath revealed 
the Manner of this fad Cataftrophe,-- Our fir ft 
Father finned \ And, having fb finned did Beget 
or Propagate 5 How ? In his own corrupt Image, 
after his own vitiated Likenefs : So that by Him 
Sin and Death entered into the World, andpkffed 
upon all Mankind-, And, therefore, now, \ to 
have thefe Decays and Forfeitures repaired, and 
reftored, we muft be Spiritually Changed or i(f- 
nerved: And this our Spiritual Change or J^f- 
newal, which ( by Ideas taken from what we do 
•receive Naturally at our fir ft Formation and 
Birth, as Life, motion, Senfe, l^eafon though 
depraved) is called in Holy Scripture, our^f- 



generation^ or new and fecond Birth j whereby 
we are underftood to be again Refiored to th»t 
Integrity in our Souls from which we were 
Fallen^ even to Spiritual Life y Motion^ Senfe^ 
Jfyafvn &c. And, 

This can be no more in our Own Power than 
our firft Formation and Birth were j but muft 
be an Kdt of the Deity Re&ifying our Minds, 
without any other Ad: of our own, than that 
of Willing and Thankful Acceptance. For which 
Reafon alfb our Part in this Ad; is called Re* 
ceiving the Spirit 4 , being called to the Gojfrel; 
Accepting the Gojjpel % &c. And, therefore & 
gain, Simple Repentance is by no means All 
that we want, but Repentance together with 
thefe Helps and Means byChrift Jefus; As the 
Apoftle in a Multitude of Places is exprefs. 
What He fays to the Romans, Ch.f. v. 18. 
comes particularly up to this Point, — As by 
the Offence of one y Judgment came upon aU Men 
to Condemnation ; evenfo by the Rfghtetufnefs of 
one the free Gift came upon all (that are born 
again in Chrifi Jefus ) unto Jtifiif cation of Life. 
Confer Rom. 4. 8. and Galat. 3, 32. and 1 Pet, 
1. 1, 3. In a Word, 

The Repentance caught in the Holy Scriptures 
therefore, cannot be without Faith in the Merits 
of our Redeemer^ Neither is it in our own 
Power of ourfelve6 to Repent EffeUuaUy .• But 
this muft be the Gift of Gods by th* Renewing of 
the Holy Ghoft, with Sacramental Purification 
by Water ; Or, (when we have at any time 
fallen into Sim after BaptiAti ) with Applica- 
tion of th<? Btdyzitd Blood of CbriJi to ua, fir 
o... ^ * the 



pbe Remtflim of oar Sim., by the Sacrament of 
the Eucbarijt. And, whatsoever Repentant* 
any Mail) in his Ignorance or Perverfinefr^ may 
Zb*#*m or T«/£ of, deftitute of *W/ 2WA, and 
of the Divine Affiftance by Tboft Means » It is 
all a /»(/# and fuppafititiout) a mangled and rf*- 
fi&ive Bufinefs j It is no true and *»#*>< Repen* 
timet. Indeed) 

Repentance in Sacred Scripture is fbmetimes 
treated of by itfelf, and without any e*prefs 
Mention, at the fame Time, of Redemption by 
i&rr//, or of /fcia& in that Redemption $ ana 
feme Parables in the Gofpelsfeem to have been 
delivered by our Lord in Commendation pecu- 
liarly of this Virtu* or Grace of Repentance. 
Whence Adverfaries do infer, that Repentance 
is fumcient by Itfelf to Reconcile us to God; 
as alio, that the Do&rine offiub Repentance is 
in a peculiar Manner the Golpel of Chrift, &c. 
But, it follows not ; For, the Things deliver'd. 
by our Lord during His Prtpbettc Aliniftry on 
Earth, and Recorded by the Evangt lifts, were 
many of them) Prtpatatery to the fuller Mant- 
feftatbn of His J^ingikm after the Defcent of 
the Hvly Gbofli and therefore were not fo 
clearly and fully Explained by our Lord Him- 
tiA€Tbm> but remained to be more clearly 
and eompleatiy Revealed after thai great Event. 
And, among the Points treated of by our Lorc^ 
that SsceinSly dad in that Preparatory Way, in 
the Evangetifts) perhaps that of Repentance 
may be one : And therefore, upon this as well 
•tfeveral other Points, we are to look for the 
Tri* Gtjfel a£ Jefiu Chrift at jfkHy Revealed, 
•".."' not 
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not in the Books of the Four Evangelifis only, 
but in the following Writings of the New Tefia- 
ment taken together with the faid Books . Ne- 
vertljelefs, even thofe Difcourfes and Parables 
of our Lord recorded by the Evangelifis^ (be- 
fides feveral Plain Sayings on this Head ) are 
none of them without a Mixture of fome of 
thofe Expreffions by Tampering Imaginers 
called Figurative , which do ftill Allude and 
liefer to the Redemption by Chrift : So that the 
Do&rine of that Redemption is faved even in 
Thofe Difcourfes and Parables. To which we 
may add, that fuch Parables and Difcourfes: in 
the Evangelifis y are but Few in Comparifon ; 
do not touch this Do&rine of Repentance^ but 
Occafionally ; are intended chiefly to Expofe 
the great Corruption of the Jews with relped: 
of Chrift; and there are Multitudes of Places, 
I fay, in the other Scriptures befides, all of 
equal Authority with the Former; in which 
Places the Whole of Mans Pardon of Sins with 
God is exprefsly put upon the Redemption by 
Chrift alone : For which Reafons, whatfoever 
is otherwife, in fome particular Places, faid of 
Repentance, the Same muft be ftill fuppofed to 
be faid of it, as in Conjun&ion with Faith, in 
that Redemption, and not otherwife as afore- 
faid : The uusGofyd-Repentance being indeed 
a Complex and mixt Virtue, of no Efficacy or 
Avail at all without Faith, which is every where 
Underftood with it $ Both going together to 
make up that Dijftofition or Qualification in 
Man, which is Neceflary.to every one of us for 
4c(eptqnce with our Maker, ?yen isfinfulCrea- 

tures 



tares that were cut off from, and wanted to be 
Reconciled and fig-united tQ Him. Yet neither 
is this all) But, 

Though Faith and Repentance are fo nece£ 
fary together, to procure us Acceptance with 
God ; yet, fuppofing any Severance to be made 
betwixt them, there is then, in Point of Ap- 
plication^ and fo in Point of Value, a greac 
Difference: Faith hath then the Preference e~ 
very Way. It is that alone, which, ( as to our 
A&,) fhall be reckoned to us (even as to the 
Father of the Faithful of Old it was) for Jtygb- 
teoufnefs. The Reafon is given by St. Paul, 
and is plain to the common Senfe of all Chru 
fiians, viz. that We are not our own, but are 
bought with the Price ofChrifi's Blood, i Cor. 
6. 19. Confer 1 Pet. 1. 19. and, confequently, 
have no Part ( but that of ufing our Diligence) 
in effe&ing our own Salvation, which is wholly 
the A<ft of the Divine Perfons, and of the Man 
Cbrifi Jefus, and Their pee Gift : And, there- 
fore ( all vain Boafting of ourf elves apart) is to 
be Tender d and Afcrtb'd to God, with a Faith- 
ful and Free Conteffion. As the Apoftle alfo 
hath expreffed— By Grace are ye faved through 
Faith, and that not of your/elves 5 it is the Gift 
of God; not of Works, left any ManJbouldBoaft. 
Eph. 2. S. To put it otherwife, to fuppofe our 
Salvation not to be the mere Gift of God, but 
to be infome fyjpeS, the Fruit and Merit of 
our ofwn Performances and Works, is to Sacri- 
fice to our own Pride and Folly, and to turn 
die Acknowledgment of our Debt to God for our 
deliverance, into an impious and Vainglorious 

CbaUenre 



Challenge of an Obligation and Debt due from 
God to Ourfelves for our pretended Services and 
Merits to /#/» : Which, as it is to the laft De- 
gree TJnfcriptural and Profane, fo I hope the 
Mention of it will not be heard among Chrifti- 
ans without due J^fentment and Abhorrence. 
For, 

If this abominable Boaft of Self takes Place, 
and Faith in the Satisfaction of Chrift be fet 
afide, there is an End of all Religion, even 
of that which they call Natural, as well as of 
that which is Conformed to Relation. For 
if Mans Simple J(epentame can do his whole 
Work, he needs no Helps from Above ; And, 
confequently, is not bound to any Acknowledg- 
ments i and confequently again, is under no 
Obligation to Pray, or indeed to Perform any 
Adrof Worfhip, Private, or Publiek. This, I 
fay, mult hold throughout} becaufe, when 
Men are once gone thus far, when they have 
difcarded the Divine Influence and AJJiJtanee in 
Spirituals, they will foon advance the other 
remaining Step farther, (after the Example of 
many of their Brother-Philofbphers of Older 
and Later Times) to difcard alio His Provi- 
dence in Temporals, at teaft, fo as to drop all 
Religious Acknowledgments of it; and fo will 
bring Thcmfelves to live in all Refpeds, Li- 
terally, as the Apoftle expreffes it, without God 
in the World. And, 

What Wonder! This being in Effe& the 
very Original Temptation reviv'd, nay, and 
that under a worfe and more deformed Shape. 
God had then faid, Ye JbaU mt Eat, and if 

ye : 
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re do Eat, Telbatt furely Die. But the Devil 
Taid, Te may Eat, and ytijball not furely Die. 
But yejbau even be as Gods, as one of the 
Divine Perfbns, knovnng Good and Evil. So 
the Divine Grace fays to us now — Have Faith, 
%nd ye Jbatt fee the Salvation of God: But, thefe 
Children of their Father the Devil fay — Faith is 
JnJ/gntf canty Childifb, Super fittious $ and Salva- 
tion by Grace TJnreafonable, again ft Nature, 
Irnpoffible • only fypent, Undo, as far as in 
you lies, what you have done Wrong, and re- 
folve to do no more like wife; and This fhall 
be Sufficient, neither can you need any Helps 
or Means whatfbever : The only material 
Difference I think, is, that in the firft Temp- 
tation the Devil was the Seducer ; But thefe 
New Heafoners Study to be their own Temp- 
ters, to Seduce and Defiroy Themfelves. But, 
Of This enough at prefent j What Argu- 
ments they pretend to Offer in Support of 
thofe monftrous Tenets, may be confider'd 
and refuted another Opportunity. 



Now, To God the Father, &c. 
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Acts IL 38. 

'Repent, and he Baptized every 

one of you in the Name of Jefus 
Chri/iy for the Remiffjon of Sins, 
and ye /ball receive the Gift of the 
HolyGUfi. 

IN my former Difcourfe on thefe Words, 
I fhewed you, that Repentance (I mean 
that Full and Perfed Repentance by which 
we are (aid to obtain the Divine Favour and 
Forgivenefs of our Sins) is a Complex or Mxxt 
Virtue, and fuppofes Faith in the Redemption 
by Cbrift, with Purification and Support by the 
Holy Sacraments, and the Co-operation of the 
HolyGhofti that Repentance, abftradedly con- 
fidered, has no intrmfic Worth • It is in Itfelf 
but a Fruit and Evidence of Faith ; And, upon 
the Whole, is abfblutely a Nullity without that 
Faith, that Purification and Support, and that 
Co-operation pi the Holy Gbofi. I come now 
tg cpnfider, 

')'.'*. ' 
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In the Second Place, What kind of Argu- 
ments the Adversaries of our Faith do 
— -pretend to offer in Support of their ft range 
Doctrine of the Sufficiency of Simple J{e- 
ptfMtMnce to? Satvattifas Nfciw,; fhofe Ar- 
g^lifcntsarechiefiyTfheft'.i •' i ; 

Firfi; That "Man has jibitities and Power t 
K given Him to carry on Each a general End of 
"Being, that if, ia gtAefat Happinefs to Him- 
" felf and Fellow-Creatures in this State j that, 
" Bjp ^biffihg thefe J&Hities In jtarftiing not a 
" GkHkral and &*i*^ but a Private and dWjfS/b 
« Mdtrpin^s^Veri do Income ^&»/pi tfftfci, 
'fancltjie Objects of the Diving bijfrie.afure -, 
"sitfd^ consequently,' that b# J&^nitt»£ or 
11 Changing from this Abufe, and 10 : tXfc&£»£, 
" as much as in them lies, the Injury they 
* fiaW'To done to 'their Filhfo Creatures^ b\ 
** Attempting j as afdreftid, to ;thgjr6Js t&e 
« @wtofc Happiftefrio fbimJehx't,:&i?f'do a- 
«* gain render thtmflvei the '^rbj^ 0&/VS* oF 
"Gfe^'s'M^y MFVrgbintfi:' Fdr {fiat, 

mmidly, « the Dfcity, i« beute the frtem-, 
<« is alfo (as they imagine) the mimm Father 
"ifatt/His Vrealwr'er; and therefo^, when- 
"Ibevef Men, as Brethren, Ho *&//, or ceafe 
«W-& 7?/ by one Anbttit*, Hfr, {being no 
«6thteEwHe cohtferVjefl with their 1 AcTions, than 
«*s ; thol6 A€«onVotthe5«<5 dttaflfea ttiemtelrej 
««i" otffersi mSr&jk ns hcicMe Creatures ) has 
<*«* nWrfc tb do :4tth!thenV in Cafe t)f any 
"thing Criminally or Wrong done bf them, 
"but *» Love and Pardon tbem y fo often as 
r:T z •: ccthey 
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«« they have by that Repentance aftd Change^ , 
"a* afbref&id, made up Matters with one a- 
"flothe?/* ,: . « * 

Another Set of Arguments of a Piece with^ 
or rather Dependent upon, the Foregoing,^ 
they fetch from the Nature of "Repentance it- 
felf, and from the Righteoufnefs o'fChrift. \ 
, For Rjepentance itfelfi t hey prefume, " It is 
'« the ortly proper Ground for the 1 Deity to 
*' Pardon Sinners Upon ; for that, They are 
'* fare, His Favont muft needs follow the Per- 
"final Wbrthinefs of Each of His Creatures* 
u And* 1 hey (ay, each Perfon Is what He Is 
« in Himfelfy nor can be made Other than He 
"Is in Hitnfetfty any thing External or Ad- 
u ventitibus to Him j And they prefume, It is 
*t Abfard to fuppofe, that the Deity can be 
<« Plea fed ot DijMeafed with One Agent for what 

* 13 Pleafing or Difj>leafing\n the Perfon or JBi- 
««ns of Another .• For this, as they have Re- 
« fblved) Would be to Crofs Nature, and to Ad 
** Upon Improper Motives, and fo would be a 
"Manifeft, Moral ImperfeBinn in the Deity ." 
Hereto they add, 

« That with refped of thrift Himfelf, or of 

* atty Other Jgent, Repentance alfo // what it 
« c w in itfelf, hot can poffibly be made Other 
u G>iMotfe Valuable than It is in Itfelf by any 
••thing External or Adventitious to /if. They 

* a*e pleated indeed ( but for their own Sinifter 
w Emfe) to allow, that Chrift did perform an 
« Ex*8Gbedimce toHisFather's Will ,« to which 
*<thty add, that He Stored Greatly \n theExe- 
«<tot*ott of His Office /* « M/«r>r feat to 



[ 3Q 1 

"Preach the Doftrine of Simple fypentance to 
<c Sinners : But in all this theie fyafoners haye 
"determined, that He did no more than was 
" His Duty in Thofe Circumjiances to do ; And, 
c< confequently could Perform no Works of 
u Super-errogation, could have no Over-plus of 
" Merit to Transfer upon Others, even fuppo- 
"fing there is fuch Transfer pojjible in Nature, 
" which, They fay, there is not ; there being 
"no fort of Relation or Connexion betwixt the 
" Performances and Sufferings of Chrifl and thofe 
iC of any other Agents fo as that flfe 0«* may, 
" on any Account be Imputed or Applied to 
« *A* Others To this they add, 

Thirdly , That « Propitioufnefs, or a Ut^E- 
<c <im to ftiew Mercy, is one of the Moral At- 
" tributes of the Deity ^ and is, like the reft, 
IC What it is in Itfelfo Neither does, or Can It 
" admit of any Addition or Diminution from any 
" thing External or Adventitious to It ; And, 
u consequently, the Ita'ty cannot be made more 
" or lefs Propittous by any thing External to 
" //*>«, as, for the Purpofe, by the I(ighteouf- 
<c nefs, Inter cejfton, Merits of Chrifl, &c." 

They have alfb fome other Imaginations a- 
bout the Reafbn and End of Sacrifices, both 
the J^vj/ one of flW/?, and the Typical ones un- 
der the former Difpenfation j about the Lofty 
and Figurative Expreffions of the other Scri- 
ptures of the New Teflamtnt following the 
Four Gojjtels, particularly about Thofe of St. 
Paul in his Epiftle to the Hebrews ; about our 
Lord's own Account of the Defign and End of 
His Miniftry, tpbe, as they pretend, a Preacher , 

of 
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of \Sfaf& Repentance • shoot the Imagined Ex- 
ceUency and Efficacy of. Their precious Doftrine 
of i &*#w/>/# Repentance \o reform the Lives of 
.yiciowa»nd evil Men, 'Scti -'"' 

To all which it might be fufficient to Anfwer* 
by only Denying, every Onfe of thefe Roman* 
tic and Profane Affections, and telling their 
Fcrgerrvt Venders} thai, 'as they have been AH 
taken up upon Ttuftyfoare they AU;0a*, and 
muft be repaid upon Demand ; and, in a Ge- 
neral and Summary Way to return; That, ! 

Whatlbever ^^/<««i!Manhasffiven Him as 
to Thoie Social &uVvet\ tt is neither Only, nor 
CM*#y, the Abuje tj&Ikoje Abilities which does 
make Hiit; as<ta>pceTuihecl > Vic'u>iu\ 6t Wicked, 
and the jObie&of Gotfs Dijfcleafure ; and that> 
donfequently,' neither will Repenting or Changing 
merely from the ifind W*«A render Him, on 
any Occafion, ■ the'Obje& of H& Merey and 
FarUveneJs ; That theSuppofitioir of a Man's 
jtoderiAg Himfelftthe ^r^r 0ty*fl of God's 
■Merty&d)F?rgweMfti by timely 'Undoing, as 
ifiuiw.mHim'toev, whztHchatdomlPtonfy is 
a rain and prefum^uxkisConceit of their own, 
Ktaorsry to all the Rates ofRgaftn and ?*/?«* 
know, n; and «Mowed bf Mankind r That 
-! .iGod is indeddi our comnion Creator and Father \ 
bat not in the Order; nor with the Refpe&s, 
which thefe Meit imagine; for that, as toe art 
MqMtn <reatmre*i though He is our Father, yet 
iiHfe not ft properly and immediately, as He 
is oat Creator, feufcaVHe is face become our 
Mgdetmer atkhSbstt*; However, for the pre- 
<ent> be ?bis as* wiM, It root SophifticaHy 
f-oO jQurring 
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flqrring in the. Term f/«V under the* erf £** 
4ftr> that- caji Dimioifh the a*/*/«* Pnpttty 
woAJwtrng* Kigbtf which the Deity bath in 
us, and over as, by Virtue of thole fylmtimss 
ptxh left doe*. U. pco/vfi, that He has nothing 
-to do with ms hot to Extrcife certain- Oftaes of 
■Muni fame and Bojmty. towards u$; 16 ebftro- 
ifcft P<rti#tf t and to i«£ Ori<r among «* 48 
£retbre<t; apd thatHehasnoJ^f tooanaad 
Any Offiies a&& Putter properly iadimmtdba* 
ly iiom usrto tiisifejf 9v Leaftaf 4JLd6e*)it 
prpve, that (if we Jiave ycoroiratted £Wihes 
properly, ag& immediately agawft tbenDfifayj 
Heiwuft J^iw hs for J^«itt*»g odJyx)F««r 
£r*tt* o£ T&. Of IXtfv •&*# or MfrU/DBOf 
/ntfegard pfMea r our Brethtoii. -Scsv.j Lkk 
■ U to not Zktit fyfikrtiwgi that; each >fanu& 
j*£af : £fe bMHiwMfc laad the Jtymt-frenof 
GtkfhtvfotfM'H ** Aftfi thAtPrapMuabfaefnor 
tobiJliofiHmtibilhsw Merif htm tf{&:MpAI 
■Mfribntes if tb«Dtity±±n&,iL> I&e^hfi^ri^ 
wUt It u & It f ({ft thr,s^o.Jhtf,ok&amW 
$h$ PATCicukra abswe, be .made dta*rt:*ha% 
ftkywe'miTtimfek** AytiuffillMfg J&tamai 

ferting any of Thefc; Points* vtatet can,; puree 
the leaft Tittfe of than? anabh.lefi cin>&ch 
tertians {Dcwe, that $ripk)lfy*ntomcmHu£ 

ittrsiepm y fattbdm$vifp&™b*± «Wl- 
^y.Wantkf, m- Vbtmntiy^^ &atbntfijw 

Jftrjmtqdy&iaw tf Jh*tm<f And, attaprfor 

God 
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God to be otherwife Pleafed than Thus, fot 
Him to be Propitious to One Agent for the 
Merits of Another -, would be f Crofs Nature^ 
to -/4S? //^0tf improper Motives, and would there- 
fore be a Moral ImperfeUion in the Deity. All 
this can only prove, that Thefe Difputers do 
attempt to Limit the Infinite and Omnipotent ; 
that they Talk of GW as of one ofThemfelves * 
give Him Powers and Jfy*/*/ of Adting taken 
from Their Powers and Their J{ules ; and treat 
of Nature and the Attributes of the Deity, 
without underftanding what That Nature and 
Thofe Attributes are: Or whether, after all, 
the Deity has any fiich Moral Attributes as 
They imagine to be in Him, or not : Nay, 
whether it be not a moft Impious Derogation 
from His He al Attributes , to afcribe fuch Ima* 
ginary ones to Him. Certainly, 

What they fay of Chrift being fent to Preach 
the DoUrine of Repentance ; Of His doing no 
more in Preaching and fetting forward This Do- 
Brine, than was His Duty in thofe Circumftances 
to do : and fo of His having done no Works of 
Supererogation, of His having no Over-plus of 
Merits to Transfer upon Others* and of the 
ImpoJJibility in Nature of any fuch Transfer ; 
All this is both void of fyafon, and Borders 
hard upon Blafphemy : For, what though One 
of Us cannot make any fuch Transfer of Merits 
on his Fellow ? What (hould hinder but that 
One of the Divine Perfons that Made Us, 
Taking upon him our Nature, and fo Commu- 
nicating to Us of His Holy Spirit, may > 

' . E ^-> 
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But, Let us confider a little more particu- 
larly and fully fome of the Chief of thefe pre- 
tended Arguments, from which the Reft will, 
for the moll Part, be found to follow, and upon 
them to depend. And, 

Firfi, With Refped: of the Deity, and of 
His Relation to us as our Creator and Father; 
It is to be faid, as above, that He is not our 
Creator and Father in the Order, nor with the 
J^efpeUs which thefe Men imagine. For, as 
we are Fallen Creatures, He is indeed our Fa- 
ther, but not properly and immediately as He 
is our Creator, but as He had Covenanted to be, 
and is fince become our Gracious Redeemer and 
Saviour. For, had not the Deity had This 
Mercy iot Man> in the State we had brought 
ourfelves into, through Sin ; God, confidered 
only as our Creator, had not been to us a & 
ther, but an Avenging Judge, and a Confuming 
Fire. It is of His Covenanted Mercy in Chrift 
intervening, that He is become our Father j 
that His Mercy ts above all His Works • and 
that He is become chiefly Benevolence and Pro- 
pitioufnefs to Man, even by Communicating to 
us the Spirit of His Son, whereby we have now 
a right to cry — Abba, Father ; and not as Pro- 
pitioufnefs (imply confidered, Propitioufnefs to 
His Creatures according to the Perfonal Wor* 
thine fs of Each, is one of His Moral Attributes, 
This kind of Propitioufnefs is neither one of 
His Moral, nor any other, Attributes. So far 
from it, that were not the Deity on fome o- 
ther Account Propitious to Man, than for tht 
Perfonal Worihinefs ofEasb, He fhould in Re- 
ality 
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ality be Propitious to None • No Flefh upon that 
Footing fhould be Saved. 

And thus much is plainly Revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures of the Old Teftament, both 
concerning our Relation to God as His Chil- 
dren, and our Acceptance with Him by our Re- 
deemer. I will not here infift on the whole 
Order of the Sacrifices and Services of the for- 
mer Difpenfation, which were given even for 
Graphical t)efcriptions of this Affair, and upon 
the Plan of which the Defcriptions, Prophecies, 
and Precepts of almoft the whole Old Tcjlament 
were Penn d ; but (hall pafs on to fuch parti- 
cular Pafiages as I find occafionally dglivere4 
by the Prophets on thefe Points. Now, 

In thefe Paflages, though our Relation to 
the Deity as His Children, is fbmetimes men- 
tioned as following our Dependance upon Him 
as His Creatures, yet are we to take this with 
due DiftinBion, to be fpoken, not of our For- 
mer, but of our Latter, or New Creation : For, 
this Creation (to which our Sonjhip is ib men- 
tioned as Appurtenant) is at the fame time de- 
fcribed to be a New Aft even by our Redemp, 
tion fince the Fall intervening, and by the Ope r 
ration of the Holy Ghofi. Thus the Divine Sa- 
viour tells His Spiritual Jfrael, that even by 
J(edeeming them, He hath Called them by their 
NAME, and they are HIS. Ifaiah 43. j. 
Wherefore alfo thefe Redeemed do Confefs 
again to Him — Doubtlefs, Thou art our Father \ 
though Abraham be ignorant of lAr, and Jfrael 
acknowledge %)s not. By what Title ? By that 
of Crmor properly? No, but by thftt of J^- 

JJ 2, 4 ee ^Wx 
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dcemer. For fo, the Reafon and Ground, I 
fay, of this Relation, by which the Deity has 
Jntitled Himfelf to be Our Father* is given in 
the next Words, — Our Redeemer from 
Everlasting is Thy Name, lfaiah 6 3. 16. 
And the Same is the Reafon wherefore the 
Divine Relation to us as our Redeemer, is elfe- 
where mentioned in Order before His other 
Relation to Us properly as Our Creator and 
Former. Ifai. 44. 24. Thus faith Jehovah thy 
Redeemer* and He that formed thee from the 
Womb* &c. Which is thus Worded to Exprefs 
that our Redemptions is, in Gods Difpofal and 
Provifog, His Firft AH with Regard to Man. 
It was, in This Senfe, Previous, not only to 
the Formation and Birth of Each particular 
Perfbn, but alfo to the Creation of the World. 
So that, both Forward and Backward, This 
is the Chiefeft and moft Momentous of the 
Divine AcSts to Us, and, which once Settled, 
all His Other A&s were, RefpeBively and in Cm- 
fequence, Decreed and Done. Moreover, 

That all this is to take Effed in Each of 
Gods Children by the Co-operation of the Holy 
Qhofi, the fame Prophet is no lefs clear, v. 3. 
Supr. Where this Divine Redeemer further 
fays, — / will pour out my Spirit upon thy Seedy 
and my BleJJing upon thine Offspring ; By Means 
whereof He tells Us, v. j- . Onejkallfay, lam 
the Lords j and Another Jhall Subfcribe with 
his Hand unto the Lord, andfurname Himfelf 
by the Name oflfrael, i. e. of His People, His 
Children. But, 

On 
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On this Head the Apoftle is yet more Par- 
ticular and Full,— rjfc are not, fays He, in the 
Flejh, but in the Spirit, if fo be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you ; Now if any Man have not 
the Spirit ofChriji, He is none of His. Rom. 8.9. 
To which He adds a little Lower, — ^For, as 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, They are 
the Sons of God; For ye have not received the 
Spirit of Bondage again to Fear, but ye have re* 
reived the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we erf 
— Abba, Father: The Spirit itfelf bearing wit- 
nefs with our Spirit, that we are the Children 
of God $ And, if Children, then Heirs, &c. So 
GaL 4. 4, f, 6. When the Fulnefs of Time was 
come, Godfent firth his Son, made of a Woman, 
made under the Law to "Redeem them that were 
under the Malediction of the Law, (which all 
Mankind, without Cbrift, were SubjedJ: to) 
that we might receive the Adoption of Sons : 
And becaufe ye are fo made Sons (by fydemp* 
tion) He hath fent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your Hearts, crying — Abba, Father. Where- 
fore, Thou art no more a Servant, a Slave un- 
der Bondage to Sin and Satan, but Vindicated 
to Liberty \ nay to be a Son, and if a Son, then 
an Heir of God through Chrift. 

We are not therefore in any Propriety by 
Creation, Sons, Intitled Each to His Inheri- 
tance or Portion from God : No, We were 
Slaves, Sold under Sin 5 from whence we are 
Redeemed by Cbrift, and, in Virtue of that 
Redemption by Him, are made Adopted Sons of 
God, even by His Communicating of His Spirit 
Jince Shed uponVsy mdmtQtkwmfe. But> 
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In whatfoever Order thefe Relations had 
Stood ; How would it follow from Thefe, that 
the Deity, as to our Adions, is no farther 
Concerned with us, than to be as a Looker on ? 
To fee how we Behave merely to one another ? 
To keep Peace and Order among us as Bre- 
thren? And, To Interpofe fometimes to do 
Juftice upon the A^grejfbrs^ and Violators of 
certain Civil and Social Rights betwixt OneM&n 
and Another ? , For, 

Not to take Ideas of the Divine Ifyght to 
our Obedience merely from Paternal Power a- 
mong Men, much lefs from that Power Mif- 
reprefented and Miftaken from Modern Lam 
and%)fage; It isceitain, the Deity, in being 
our Creator and Father (whatfoever be the Or- 
der of thefe Relations) hath the abfolute Pro- 
perty and Dominion of us. For, 
. As Man was not the fir ft Agent % but was 
Made, and Placed in the Station He had ; He 
could neither Have nor Hold any Thing, but 
what mult have been His Munificent Creator's 
Gift, nor upon any other Conditions nor for 
any longer Term, than Thofe affigned Him by 
the Giver : and therefore, muft He alfo, not 
only as a Son, but likewife as a Servant , be 
Subject to, and Dependent upon His Creator. 

Much more does this hold Norv, fince our 
Creator not only Gave us what we at firft Had, 
but has alfo Redeemed, and Reftored us to 
what we had fince Loft ; So that, on a double 
Account may He now expoftulate with us, as 
it is in the Prophet Malachy 1.6. A Son ho- 
nounth His Father 7 and * Servant His Mafter: 



If then I am your Father > where is mine Honour i 
If I am your Mafter, your Lord, Or, (as the 
Word in the Original is Plural, to Exprefs the 
Plurality of the Perfons in whom This Lord* 
Jbip is) If I am your Lords, where is my Feart 
He, I fay, as our Creator both made us what 
we are i and as our Redeemer and Saviour hath 
Reft or ed us to what we had Forfeited and Loft z 
Whence alfb ( as this Latter Part was from the 
Beginning Engaged to be done for us) the pe- 
culiar Stile of one of the Divine Perfons in the 
Original of the Old Teftament, is b«J Goel. 
LXX. Ay»rit* , which Words fignify more ge- 
nerally a Surety or Bondfman, more fpecially 
the next Kjnfman, to whom belongs the Right 
of Redemption in Perfons and Ejtates : And, 
this A& (of Jfydemptton) He now Glories to 
have Performed for us ; He therefore, on Ac- 
count hereof^ claims by an Accumulated Right, 
as our Saviour and Lord, the whole Regulation 
andDire&ionofU/, and of our State. From 
Him, and under Him only, do we Hold, En- 
}oy y and ExpeH, whatfoever we Poftefs in This 
World, or Hope fir in the Next : Againft Him, 
therefore, as we have heretofore been, fo may 
we much more again be Guilty of certain High 
Crimes called Treafon and Rebellion; and, con- 
fequently, in Refpeft purely of Him, (without 
any Confideration at all of our Behaviour in 
Refbe& of thofe Moral and Social Duties) a$ 
we have heretofore Incurred, fo may we much 
more again Incur, fuitable Forfeitures and Pf- 
nalties. The Original Tranfgreffion Itfelf, in 
General, was by an Aft of Rebellion and Trea- 
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fon againft the Deity ; in Special, by the Anti- 
Sacramental Aft of Eating of a Prohibited Fruit 
oppofite in It s Nature and Efledfcs to the Tret 
of Life ; as alfo by Attributing to that Fruit 
a Virtue or Power which is in God alone, even 
to Communicate, or Give IVifdom : And every 
Man fince Born into the World, is not only 
Born with the Taint of that Crime ; but may 
Himfelf in fome %ind and to fome Degree alfo 
Commit the Same, even by Afcribing the Pro- 
per Attributes of the Deity, to fome other 
Being or Thing ; As, heretofore, to the Hoft 
of the Heavens and their Idols ; Now, to An- 
gels and Saints $ or to Our/elves, to our own 
Reafon, Virtue, Repentance, &c. And, 

In this Cafe, it will not be a little partial 
formation in Refpe<3: of thePurfuit of That 
they call a General Happinefs, in the Exercife 
of Social Offices and Duties One towards Ano- 
ther, that can fetMen Right when gone Wrong 
(fuch Offices being indeed all Foreign to the 
Affair in Hand) But, as they have committed 
Crimes of another Nature, Crimes properly and 
immediately againft the Deity, asking of lyings 
and Lord of Lords, as their Creator, Redeemer, 
and Father j fo muft fome Satisfaction be made 
to His Infinite and Eternal Juftice for the 
Affront offered in each Inftance of Treafon and 
Rebellion againft His Infinite Majefty and Good- 
nefs, before they can be Reconciled and Jet 
Right with Him. For this Reafon, fo many 
Threatnings in Holy Scripture are Denounce! 
againft Rebels and Rpvolters • and Rebellion is 
faid to be as the Sin of Witchcraft^ and Stub- 
born- 
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bornnefs as Iniquity and Idolatry, i Sim . i ;. i $. 
And, Walking after the Imaginations of Metis 
own Hearts againfi the L#r% that is, Follow- 
ing their own Conceits -without, of againjt 
His Revealed Word, has particular Mark* of 
Guilt fet upon it. Indeed, no Crime is fo 
Heinous as that of Committing, or- Imagining 
Spiritual Treafon againft the Almighty Lord 
and Xjng .* And therefore has He much more 
to do with as than purely as a great Father of 
a family in feme of our Modern States, to 
keep Order amongft us as Brethren ■, to fee that 
we dd no Violence or Wrong by one another, 
to Crojs that Juppofed general End of Being, a 
Gutter *l, Moral, and Social, Happinefs, One 
amongft Another. If the Paternal Power a- 
mortg us Men be Circumfcrib'd within thefe 
narrow Limits (which yet I think It is not) 
This proves nothing what «, or mufi be, that 
Power in God. But, 

Secondly, Suppofing, (as thefe Men doSup- 
pofe) Social Duties to be the Chief or Only 
Points, withRefpeft of which Men are to give 
Account of their Conduft to Almighty God j 
How will it thence follow, that ( When or How* 
fiever Men fhall have Tranfgreffed as to thefe 
Points) they muft neverthelefs be, after all, 
the proper Obje&s of Gods Pardon and Forgive- 
nefs on their hare "Undoing, a* far as in them 
lies, by Repentance, what they have done Wrong. 
It is certain Revelation gives no Countenance 
to any fuch Doctrine, and the common Senfe 
of Mankind alfo is againft it : And, therefore, 
Howfoeyer fome Men may Utter fuch Con- 
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ceits as This in Sporty None in their Wits can 
ferioujly Believe them. For, If That which 
is Jujtice at Human Tribunals and according 
to all the Notions Men have of Jufiice, do 
hold the leaft Shadow of Refemblance to That 
which, in the Nature of Things, is Juftice at 
the Tribunal of the Almighty ; there are many 
Enormities and Crimes committed alfb againft 
the Moral Law, fb flagitious and outragious, fb 
complicated and perplext , as that no Repen- 
tance nor Any Undoing as far as in a Man lies, 
can in Reality, to any Degree, Undo them; 
And, therefore, neither can any fuch Repen- 
tances and Undoings be admitted, as good 
Pleas in Jufiification of Perfons Guilty of fuch 
Crimes, before God or Man : The Reafbn is, 
becaufe no Part of Amends is hereby made by 
the Injurious to the Injured Parties. Without 
which God (who as the Common Father of His 
Creatures is to fee Jufiice exadtly Diftributed 
among Them) cannot admit them when Guilty, 
as afbrefaid, to Pardon and Forgivenefs ; But, 
To do Juftice alfo to the Injured Parties, (in 
all Cafes where no Amends, as afbrefaid, can 
otherwife be made) He muft inflid: Condign 
Punifhment on the Injurious; otherwife, He 
fhould, in this Cafe, AGt, (as Adverfaries love 
to Talk) Partially, Nay, He fhould fhew more 
Favour even to His Worft Children than to His 
Beft, and fb give Encouragement to the moft 
defperate and abandon'd Criminals. Neither 
is This all, But, 

There are fbme Crimes of This Clafs which, 
in Stridfc Juftice, not only do demand /o/w* Pu- 

nifh- 
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nifhment ; but which muft alfb be Punifhed in 
another World, there being no adequate Punijk- 
ment for them in this. And this Reafon lies 
fo plain and open, that It feems to have been 
almoft Sufficient of Itfelf to Implant in the 
Breafts of Mankind, a Perfwafion of the Ne- 
ceffity of a Future State of Rewards and Pu- 
nijhmentsy wherein Injuries for which there 
can be no Retribution Here, may be brought 
to a juft Account. So far is it from being 
True that, Men by Repenting^ do in the Sight 
of God, undo every Wrong they have done; 
that contrariwife , becaufe there are Crimes 
which by no Repentance merely can be Undore 
at all; Therefore God has appointed a Day 
in which He will Judge and Pump fuch Crimes 
as They deferve. 

So that, (taking the Cafe as thefe Men them- 
selves have Stated it) there is no Crime, no 
Injury, of any Kind or Degree, (which the 
Perpetrators have not Strictly and Properly 
Undone by an ExaBnefs of Retribution and 
Compenfation) but God, confidered merely as 
the Common Father of All, muft Punifh it in 
the Other World, as aforefaid; I mean thus 
It muft neceflariiy be, if there were not fome 
other Law or Reafon of Compenfation and Par- 
don than that of Simple Repenting and Undo* 
ing imagined by thefe Men: And, fo, Few or 
None that ever have done Wrong, could be Ac- 
cepted with God at all. But, Thanks be to 
God, who in Mercy to Mankind, hath deli- 
vered us from the terrible Confequences of 
hefe Men's vain Thoughts on this profound 
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Subject ; having found a Way Truly and Pro- 
perly Firft to Compenfafe Injuries and Wrongs 
ampqgft us, and Tl)en to Accept our fypen* 
tame on the Score of that Compenfation : His 
Sony the Common Benefa&or of All^ can place 
esch Trefpafs to the Account of His own Su* 
tisfaWion > and Pardon Each Upon Terms given 
tp Jll for their common Benefit, even the 
Terms of Jiepentance with Faith in His Satit 
fa&ion. And, befides This, there is no Other 
Ballance in the World to Human A&ions. 
The Heathen Socrates will Affirm the Juftnefs 
pf the above Conclufion, vi?. That Crimes y by 
rpbich Injuries and Wrongs have been done to 
Others , are not to be remitted either in this 
World or the next (fuppojing there were no o* 
ther Method to Compenfate for Wrongs ) with* 
out Satisfaction made to the Injured Parties. 
For thug, in Plato s Phedon^ He divides His 
Criminals into Curables and Immahles. The 
Incurables He throws into Tartarus ', to be kept 
prifoners in inconceivable Torment* for ever. 
The Curables ( after they have been fypenting 
all their Life-Time, but yet have not Satisfied 
the Parties they have Injured ) He plunges in- 
to Tartarus Ukewife; From whence, after a 
Years Abode, they are caft into la£y**r, where 
they cry out Bitterly, and Invoke and Conjure 
thofe whom they have Killed or offered via. 
lence to, to Pardon, and Affift them, that 
may paft the Acherufian Lake 3 to which if the 
others Confent, they are delivered from their 
Miferies : If not, they are caft again into Tar* 
tarw } and from thence back into Cocytus, as 

before* 
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before > 'till they have finally Satisfied the In* 
jured Perfons, For fuch, fays He, is the Sen- 
tence pronounced againft them. But, Topafs 
pn. 

Thirdly* With Refpefi: of our own Make 
and Confiitution> It if to be considered, that 
we flre not, in Fad, fo Upright as tm w*r* 
Created i nor have all that Stick and JiW 0/ 
Ability given us, to render us Jo ferfeB in 
Ourffiivesy w to be fvfficient of Ourfelves, (by 
torryingmonjy, what they call, a general fiap- 
pintff) to Anfwer the whole End of our Cre- 
men 1 Qr> if at any Time we were Wrong, 
to fet Ourfehes Rfght by Simple Tacking about. 
No I We are in quite another State, and do 
rtqukc far other Aids and Means to Kgep, 
Qt to Regain the Courfe we want to Steer 
id Life, 

We are a&ually, asNttwalMen, in a State 
of Forfeiture, Jmprifonment, and Condemnation ; 
We have violated Infinite, and Sternal Juftice, 
are Jray tors and Rebels to Infinite and Eternal 
Majefty; and confequcntly have drawn upon our-, 
fftlves an Infinite Load of Penalty, Debt, and Con- 
demnation ; From all which we could not (as far 
*a we know) any Qtherwife be Redeemed, than 
with the Price of the Blood of the Sen of God; 
who, by Fulfilling all Rjgbteeufnofs for us, hath 
Jufiifiexi, wdfet us fygbt in Court. Thus the 
Apoftle told the Jews of Antioeh, Adsij. 
%%> S9.™-~Through this Man is preached unt* 
Yw the Forg^venefo of Sins j and iy Him, aU 
that. Believe pre jufiified from aU things, from 
rahith y* mid not &e juftiJSpd by the Lam of 

Mojes. 
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Mofes. This is the only Means by which we 
can be Reftored to the Divine Favour: And, 
if we do again by New Prevarication and Trea- 
forty forfeit the Benefit of this Redemption, Do 
we talk of Re-inftating ourfelves in the Di- 
vine Favour ? Of Satisfying that Juftice ? Of 
Difcharging that Debt? Of Reverfing that 
Sentence of Condemnation, by Simple Re- 
penting ? Has bare Repenting any fiich Excel- 
lency and Worth in it, liich Force, even among 
Men, as to difcharge Obligations ? To take up 
Securities ? To Strike off Fetters and Chains ? 
To deliver Criminals Sentenced, out of the 
Condemn d Hold? And, To reftore Rebels and 
Traitors, once ConviBed and Cafi, to Honours 
and Eflates ? Much more may we Ask, Can it 
break the Bars of that Infernal Prifon, to which 
Omnipotent Wrath had Committed us ? Can 
it find wherewith to pay that Ranfom by our 
Captivity to the Kjng of Terrors become Due 
from us ? Or, if Repentance could Really do 
the Bufinefs by Thefe Imanners afcribed to it^ 
yet, as Repentance Understands and Includes a 
Change of our Mind and Dijpojition at the fame 
Time ; what would it avail us ? Since we have, 
after all, no Power in Ourfelves to Repent in 
fiich Manner when we will : We are not able 
to change our Hearts and Minds from Evil 
and Vicibusy to Good and Virtuous , at Plea- 
fure : By ho Means ; But if we do run what 
Lengths we will in Prefumptuous Wickednefs % 
(fuppofing iany Integrity otherwife in our Na- 
ture) we fall from that Integrity, and are no 
more able by any Strength or Skill in Our- 
felves 
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felves to Recover Our/elves. It is not having 
a Mind to Change our Mind that can Change it : 
For then the Devils^ who do doubtlefs effici- 
ently Abhor their own State, might, and 
would, change Theirs : And Efau would have 
Changed His. But, the Apoftle tells us, Heb. 
12. 17. He found no I Hace of Repentance^ tho 
He fought it earneftly with Tears j which alfo 
will be the Cafe ot all Thofe, who do like 
Efau Profane Themfelves by Renouncing and 
Rejecting the Offer of Salvation by Chrift once 
Receivd: It cannot after That be pojjible to J^j- 
nerv Them again any more unto Repentance. Heb. 
6. 6. The Crime, in Special, admits of no 
"Undoing by Repentance; for that, They do 
thereby Crucify to Tliemf elves the Son of God 
afrejh ; that is, they do, in their Prefumption 
ana Malicioufnefs, Rejeftthe laft Overtures of 
Grace and Salvation by Him made to Them- 
felves : This is the utmoft Indignity they, in 
their Circumftances, can offer Him ; and there- 
fore is the fame in It s Principal Intention as 
was that of the Jetvs y when, in their Con- 
temptuous Rebellioufnefs, they brought Him 
to His Crofs : Or rather, this Crime is now, 
in Thefe Delinquents^ greatly Aggravated, as 
being alfo Committed (by a New Apoftacy 
and Revolt ) againjl the Demonftration of the 
Holy Spirit fince given. But, 

Not only, in the Cafe of this Accumulated 
Guilt by a Second Apoftacy ', but, I fay, as Na- 
tural Men, fallen from Grace^ and deftitute of 
the Spirit of God, "Repentance itfelf^ in Gene- 
ral, is not in our Power. For thus the Apoftle 

in 
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in the Perfon of any fuch Natural Man faai 
tefblved-*-/ know, that in Me, that is, iri toy 
Ftejh, dwelleth no good Thing : For, To Wit^ 
is prefent with me\ (To Defire, or Wijb I Were 
Better, is in my Power) But) How to Perfirm 
that which is Good, J find not : To this I have 
no Ability : For* the Good that I would, I d$ 
not: but the Evil that I would not, that I do: 
For why ? I find & Law, a fefVile Restraint 
within me, that when I would do Good, Evil is 
prefent with me, Prevail* and Tyrannizes on* 
me, and Subjugated ttie to It's Motions : For, 
though / delight in the Law of God after the 
Inner Man j 1 find another Law> a Check or 
Inability in my Members, growing of my Bo- 
dily Appetite*, warring againft the Law in nty 
Mind, in the Inclination or Wifh of toy Spirit \ 
and bringing me into Captivity to the Law of Sin 
that is Implanted in thofe my Members, Of 
Bodily Appetites. The Sum is, as Our Lord 
told His Difciples in the Garden^-Tfo Spirit 
indeed is Willing, but the Flejb is Weak. It 
has in Itfelf no Ability to be Virtmus or Good 
atPleafure. 

Man, therefore, as He is Fallen, and much 
more ftill as He is fince fydeemed, (if He Re- 
lapfe from Grace given by New Provocation) 
has in Himielf no more than a bare Willing 
nefs, a faint and lax Inclination to Repent, td 
change His Mind, and Condutt, from a Vicious 
and Bady to a Virtmus aftd Good Lift. To 
make His Repentance Effectual, He wants Faith 
befides, to apply a Merit ftfficient to Diftharg 
His Debt ; with the Influent* of the Holy Gbo% 

to 
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to SanUify His Heart. And therefore Repen- 
tance (as I obferved in the former Difcourfe) 
is often called the Gift or Grant of God : A 
Grant which to fome is Given and to Others^ 
as we have feen, is Denied. Of this (befides 
the Proofs already brought from the Canoni- 
cal Scriptures ) We have the Teftimony of the ' 
Author of the Apocryphal Book of Wifdom ; 
who, {peaking to God of His Difpenfations to 
His People, fays, — By fuch Works thou haft 
taught thy People^ that the juft Man Jhould be 
merciful; ana haft made thy Children to be of a 

Sod Hope> that Thou GIVEST Repentance for 
ns. But, of their Enemies the Egyptians, 
He fays,— The Deftiny whereof they were Wor- 
thy \ drew them to this Bnd> and made them for- 
get the Things that had already happened, that 
they might fulfil the Punijbment which was want* 
ing to their Torments. The Meaning is, that, 
by Refifting the many Demonftrations of the 
Pivine Power and Godhead , and by Abufing 
God's Long-Stfferingy which fhould have led 
them (while the way was yet open) to Repen- 
tance • they hardened their Hearts to Sin on, 
"till there was at length no more Place of Re- 
pentance left ; and, fo, drew upon themfelves, 
to the Full, the Punifhment in the Divine 
Fare-knowledge Deft in d to their obdurate Wick* 
ednefs. So that, Again, 
\ Upon the Whole, Had we even a Power of 
Repenting, we yet want another Power of 
Changing our Hearts and Minds, when we will; 
And had we a Power even of doing This; yet 
ftill, as we are by Nature fitftn Creatures, are 

G Traitors 
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Traitors and labels to God, have inqurrd the 
forfeiture of Honours, Eftatet, artd Litres, and 
are (as the Apoftle exprefles it) Taken Captive, 
Takeri alive as Prey> by the Devil at His Wit. 
a Tim. 2. 2.6 . I {ay, «nCe we are by Nature 
every way in this forlorn and helplefs State j 
Repentance, (fuppofing us to be fit U in thii 
State of Nature) Repentance alone^ (were it in 
our Power to J^pent when we would) aid even 
to Change our Hearts and Minds as we would) 
could never in the Nature of Th*ftgs l Suffice to 
do for us, the Thotffandth Part ; of What we 
want to Raife iand Jtjefiore us .; aV to Reverfe 
Our Attainder ;J ta Mf charge Oiir w Z)a0* : j to i^f- 
*&*/», our Efi&ies 5 to Rahfiw our Per Jims. 
Much Tefs ftiH can we <ld thfe Leaft Part of 
thefe < Works for ourfelves, if, afte* we have 
been Jfyftoted through Grace, or have had the 
tjfferof fuch Reftomihon 5 we do, by any JVw 
Dtfe&ion, Ifelapfe into our firmer State. jRiir, 
7M #ftr£ 0/' *ar Redemption &U& ( as the Pfak 
mift hath Admbnifli'd) on ail Accounts Cofi 
much more than any Man cdfr PefrfojjH 7 - more 
than any Man's Simple l{gpeni**ice otCbakjze of 
Mind and Inclination merely : And tfcgft^re, 
mufi every Man let alone all PteCettc&t to that 
Boafi for evlr. : Butj I mnft r^a^ : |tfiat 

Neither is this out Ca e : For \ neither have 
we any fuch Powers as thefe of ifyfnting when 
we will, and of Cb&nging our Minis Sand 1th 
clinatitms of Ourfelves, Withotit which no j^f- 
pentance is to be (iippos'd. For$ 
: This is another fad Confequente of the Fall, 
that our Minds alfo are in all their Faculties 

Cor^ 
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Corrupted and Decayed with our Bodies • fo that, 
whatfoever our Abilities and Powers Originally 
were, they are now Forfeited and Loft with 
the Reft. For, Is it not with all other Men; 
as the Pfalmift for every Man did Confefs of 
Himfelf ? Behold I was Jhapen in Wickednefs y 
and in Sin did my Mother conceive me. Pf y r . /. 
Yes, All }den by Nature are altogether become 
Abominable •> and there is none that doth Goody 
noy not one. Pf 14. 3. For, the Imagination of 
Mans Heart is only Evil from hit Touth. Gen. 
8.21. The- Original Treafon of our firft Fa- 
ther has Attainted^ Stain d and Corrupted our 
Whole Blood and Nature ; And, therefore, can 
we no more prevail by any A& of our own tq 
purge off that Corruption^ and to render our* 
felves Vncorrupt. All Natural Bodies are Ex- 
amples to us of This : No Natural Body can, 
of Itfelf, reftore Itfelf from Corruption. Only 
the Application and Influence of fome other 
Clear y Sound and Subtile Natural AgenP y a§ thd 
Material Air, or Fire, is of Force to Separate 
and Dijptl Corruption from fome Bodies. But 
no Natural Body whatfoever, when once Cor- 
rupted, can Purge, Cleanfe, and fyftore Itfelf. 
And, it is an Aphorifm, that 77;* Corruption of 
the befi Things is the mofi Corrupt ofalL Con-, 
iequently, therefore, the Corruption of the 
Mind or Soul in Man, is, in Itfelf, the moft 
Defperate and Incurable of all Corruptions • 
And, confequently again, unlefs the Divine 
Spirit {which only Cm) Do Interpofe to Sepa- 
rate and Cleanfe the SouL of Man onoe Cor* 

Qz rupted) 
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rupted, it never can be Separated or Cleanfed 
at all: That is, It has in Itfelf no Sort of 
Faculty or Power to Separate or Cleanfe Itfelf 
from It's Corruptions: And, therefore, our 
&#*/>/* Repentance cannot in any Refped be 
the Mean of our defloration from Sin, and 
from Gods Wrath , to JR&ghteoufnefs, and to 
i/z/ Pardon and Forgivenefs. 

All that we can do, is to Believe God- y to 
Z)*/r£ the Means, and Accept the 7>rmx which 
I3e Gracioujly Offers to fyjtore and Sat* us : 
And, this, ( as A * / fyndring to God the Ihings 
that are properly Gods) fhali be allow' d to us 
for what we have not in Our/elves, nor can 
other wife obtain than Communicatively from 
Gody even for Impmtdfyghteoufnefs. Where- 
as, 

Pretending, like the Jews, to Eftablijb our 
own Ifygbteoujhefs , and not fubmitting our- 
felves to Believe, Seek, and Accept the ifyghte- 
oufnefs of God in Chrifi ; but to Decline or i^ 
jeB it, is the greateft Contempt of the great* 
eft Mercy that the Deity can offer to Man ; 
and, confequently, mult be the higheft Crime 
that Man can Commit; A Crime the Same in 
Kind with that of the Fallen Angels, which 
even made them, what they are fince become, 
Devils. And, What can be the Ifliie ? But 
that they who do thus prefumptuoufly fet up 
for themfelves, muft be left in the Other World 
to receive the Fruit of their own Doings in 
This > Which they would do well to cpnfider 
before-luwHj. For, 

As 
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As herein confifts the Liberty or Free- Agency 
which we have, either to Accept, and Concur 
with, the Operations of Grace ; or to Rejetl 
and 0M><j/* them j And as fqch Men have made 
ofe or their Liberty to HejeH and Oppofe thofe 
Operations, with all the kind 'Offer* and Means 
of Ademption by Chrift ; So will He affuredly 
J{ejeB and Reprobate Them. In a Word, 

fffc have an ^Vn&ion from the Holy One, by 
Virtue of which we do Abide in Him : All, 
therefore, that would be Saved, muft be found 
in Him, having of His SanBifying, Healing 
Oil in their Lamps : For, He Himfelf hath 
allured us, that they who either do negled; 
to Have • Or, Having, do wantonly and con- 
temptuoufly Waft, or De/troy this Oil ; will, at 
the great Day when the Bridegroom (hall come, 
be fent with that bitter Sarcafm in the Parable, 
to Go, and Buy, or Provide it for them/elves 
where they can find it? That is, They will be 
ihqt out of the Celeftiai Bride-Chamber, with 
Infinite Contempt, for having NegleBed or 
Scorned in due Time to Provide themfelves of 
it. And, then, (whatfoever they may Ima- 
gine in the mean Time here) there will be no 
Place to offer their own pretended Repentances 
and Works in Stead of it : But rather (fo far as 
can be judged from Holy Scripture, and the 
Reafon of Things. ) 

To truft to tnefe Counterfeit Succedaneums, 
to Men's own Works and Repentances, muft be 
a fure Courfe to Vacate and Nullify thofe J^ 
pentances themfelves j It muft be a Crime for 
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which no ^epmtance will, at that Time, be adr 
mittcdox wowirch 



Narvj To God the Father^ t God th*> Son* ani 
God the Holy Ghojly be Jjcriked^ 00 if f»oft d&h 
all Might, Majejiy 7 &c. 2 •••, r - ; 
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Acts II. 38. 

— - Repent y and he Baptized every 
one of you in the Name of Jefus 
Chrift, for \%ht * Remiffion of Sm$ y 
and ye J&atltfeeefoe the Gift ofthi 

, HolyGhoJi, , : 

[Shew'd you in my Laft, that God is out 
Creator and Father, but not in the Order, 
nor with the Refpe&s which our Adver* 
"aries have fet forth* That, in this our Fallen 
Jtate, He is not properly our Father by the 
l<5t of Creating or Forming but by that of J^- 
keming tfs • that He is alio by Virtue of thefe 
delations our Lord and Kjn^ : And, confer 
piendy, has far other Rights in us than barely 
o claim fomsAbftraBed) Morale Duties, from 
\%i xhat we have Committed, and may again 
^omtnij^ Treafbn dire&ly againft Him, and fo 
nay mate Forfeiture of Eftates, Honours, Li- 
>erty, and Lives; and fo muft be Refpfonfible 
to Him, not only in Regard of thofe . ■ Moral 
Duties to Men, <&t Brethren, but alio of that 

Treason* 
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Treafon againft His Divine Majefty; And, 
therefore again, cannot Hope to be Reftor'd 
from thofe Forfeitui es and Penalties, by Re- 
pentance only in Refped: of fuch Moral Du- 
ties, nor indeed by Simple Repentance in any 
Refpedt; but muft be Reftored and fet Right 
with Regard of that Treafon and thofe Penal- 
ties and Forfeitures, by a Saviour ; fo that Re- 
pentance, to gain the Divine Pardon and For- 
givenefs to Sinners, muft be with Faith in that 
defloration ; otherwife Sinners cannot Attain 
tp the Divine Pardon and Forgivenefs at all. 
-- To thefe I jadded other Proofs relating, to 
Moral Dirties, viz. Suppofing thefe to be the 
Chief Ppints, it would not thence follow, that 
%}ndoing iu far as in Men lies by Repentance 
what they have done Wrongs muft make them 
the proper Obje&s of God's Pardon and For- 
givenefs ; there being many Crimes of this 
Species which no Hepentdnce can TW* at aH, 
fcecaufe no Amends can be made for them to 
the Injured Party ; in Juftice to whom, there- 
fore, Punifhment muft be Infli&ed on the In- 
jurious by God JBimfelf • who, as the Comma 
Father of Boph> muft fee Juftice Impartially 
Pifpenfed betwixt them; Add to this, that 
there are fpme Crimes fb Heinous, that no 
Adequate Panifhment can be found for them 
in This World, and therefore muft they be t& 
ferved for Punifhment in Another * Nay, that 
there is in Stri&nefs, as thefe Men State the 
Cafe, no Crime injurious to Another, for which 
the Perpetrator has not made full Compensa- 
tion in this World, but the &n^ mulls be Pn- 

nifh'd, 
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nifh'd, as afbrefaid, in the Next; I mean* if 
there be not fome Law or Method of tirmpt*- 
fation found for them, other than that of *U** 
doing them by that Simple fypentann Ittidgiri'd 
by t&efe Men. So far Short is mere fypeto- 
tancehom being a Ballance for M Crimes by 
which Injuries and Wroftgi are done^ that if 
God> I fay* be but the CotomonFathtr of all Hi 
Crtntarisy and flo more, it call be Such for 
None : Becaufe He is as much concerned in 
jufike to His Injured Children, to Punijb t\idUt 
that Hurt them, as He can be in Mercy to 
Favour the Injurious for any Kjp&htances of 
theirs i So that here mull be an Eternal Dtf- 
unidn and Cbafm betwixt the Divine Attributes^ 
which no Schemes of Men can ever tiU T)p^ 
or fycontile together* But, 

Leaving the Conferences of fuch Supposi- 
tions as this Above, I mewed you further, that 
we are by Nature A&uatly in the fore-men- 
tioned State of Treafon againft God Himfelf, 
and of Forfeiture on Account of that Treafon^ 
and do ? by every Sin committed after Grace 
given*, in fome Meafiire again incur the fame ; 
And, therefore alfo, do want to be Juftified 
or jet BJght in Court) to be %anfomed and J^f- 
deented, by that Divine Saviour who undertook 
Fully to Satisfy y and Powerfully to Intercede^ 
for us j fb that, were it in our Power to /(*- 
pint at Pieafuce, yet Repentance without Faith 
to Apply that Satisfaction, that Jtynfem and 
Jfydemptien, would be of no Avail at all to- 
ward* Obtaining the Divide Favour and Fot- 
pHmf* : Vat neither hfypentmt* Itfelf in 
~ H - " w& 



[ t8 ] 

our Power $ I mean, Repentance, as it mull be 
fuppofed to be with the Changing or ReBifyittg 
of our Hearts and Minds : For' that, being 
alio Depraved and Ruined in the Faculties and 
Powers of our Mitids, as well as in our Bodily 
Appetites, we can but have a faint Defire and 
Wilh to Change and Rgftify our Minds, but can- 
not truly Change and Reaify them at Pleafure : 
We Want the Operation of the Holy Ghojt befides, 
to StmUify our Hearts, with Grace Powerfully 
to Move and Affifi us, elfe can we only Defire 
and Wifh, . as above, but never can Perform the 
leaft Article of this Change For ourfelves. And, 
confequently, there being no fuch Thing as 
that Voluntary Selffufficient Repentance, which 
our Adverfaries fo much take upon them to 
Extol, fuch Repentance cannot be the Mean 
and Inftrument whereby to Obtain the Divine 
Pardon and Forgivcnefs to Sinners ; but Faith 
in a Saviour, with the Co-operation of the Holy 
Ghofi, is absolutely Neceflary hereto, and with- 
out Thefe No Pardon, No Forgivenefs. 

I come now to draw fbme Inferences from 
the Whole, and to Conclude. And, 

Firfi, If Man has no Power in Himfelf to 
Chafige and Rectify His Mind at Pleafure (with- 
out which no Repentance is to be fuppos'd) 
but wants the Operation and Influence of the 
Holy Ghofi, to Change and Rgftify Itj then 
each Man, to be rendered Acceptable to the 
Deity, is not, as has been prefumed what He 
is in Himfelf i but is what He is Made by that 

Divine 
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Divine Change. Nay the Holy Scriptures both 
of the Old Teftament and the New, are exprefs 
that we are in Reality fo far from being AH 
in AH ofOurfelves; that, considered in Our* 
Jelves, They inform us we are abfolutely N§- 
thing, ye^, lefs and worfe than Nothing and 
Vanity, Ifau 40. 17. —For that, in us, that is, 
in our Flejh, or Nature^ there dwelleth no good 
thing. Rom. 7. 18. — That aU our very Ityghte- 
oufnefs are filthy fygs. Ifai. 64. 6. — And AH, 
both Jews and Gentiles, have Sinned, and do 
come Jbort of the Glory of God, being juflified 
freely, not by their own Repentances and Works, 
but by His Free Grace in Chrift Jefiis, whom 
God hatb fet forth to be, what only canfupply 
all our DefeSs, even a Propitiation for our Sins, 
through Faith in His Blood, for the Fgmiffion, 
or Faffing over, of TranfgreJJions, by the For- 
bearance of God. Rom, ,3. 23,24,25. But, 

Neither can we effe&ually apply this Propiti- 
ation without the Influence, I fay, of the Holy 
Ghofi at the fame time Changing and Uglify- 
ing our Hearts and Minds, that fo God (who 
is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity) may 
find nothing Foul or Polluted in us, to make 
Him to Abhor and HejeB us, And fo the A- 
poftle tells us, — But ye are IVaJhed, but ye are 
SahBified, but ye are Juflified, in the Name of 
the Lord Jefus, , and by the Spirit of our God. 
1 Cor. 6. li.—The Same Spirit, He alfo fays, 
helpetb our Infirmities ; for we know not (6 much 
as what to Pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit 
itfelf maketh InterceJJion for Us with groanings 
that cannot be uttered, or expreffed, by Oar* 
. H > feVw&v 
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felyeg i So that, w6 are indeed fo far from 
being abfe to do AU for Oorielves, that we 
h*ve not fo much as a Power of lfyon>ing and 
J*4&n& what we have to do • or by what Way 
and A44MM 1 that which is fit or Necejfay for 
qstodo, may be done. For, if we know not 
what to Jsk in Prayer, plain it is, we under* 
fend not even what we Want. And, Revela- 
tion informs us, this is our very Cafe : When 
left tjo Ourfelves, We art All 7 as was above 
obferved from the Prophet, Brutijb in our 
Jfcorpledge. For, either the Outrage of our 
I?3$kMi3, or the Bias of our Prejudices runs us 
out of pur Jleafbn ; Or Pride and Vain-Ghry 
do Intoxicate and Debauch it ; So that, How- 
frever (as %opbar in Job ob&rves) Valh Mm 
-multi he Wtfe, will be Conceited of His own 
poor Abilities and Powers, does imagine His 
Own Jfyafan to be the Meafure of ail Stoemi, 
yet Man n born but like the Wild Affis €olt. 
He has in Nature nothing but what is common 
to Brutes.; or rather, what Be boafts to hate 
beyond them, even HisTrincely Reafon^ Cor- 
rupted as now it is, carries Him oftentimes co 
more Wild and Irregular 7 to more Tumultum 
and Oatragioui Ads, than the Simple Ikftinlb 
of Brutes do Them. Job. tx. m. It is onfy 
that Divine Anointing by the Holy Ghofi whiek 
rm have received of our Lord, thp jbmnteug 
which alndeth fa us 7 that can give us an TJh* 
darjlanding andtfjussvUdge truly to our Furpojfe, 
that can fo InfituR us<> as that we jh*U not ned 
any Man (with. His vain Reafonings and Xu&* 
ginations) Oxouldte^ch us r But) a* the Jam 
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Anointing teachtth us ef all Things Neceflary 
for us to know > and is Truth, and ii no Lie, 
no Deception ; and even as it bath taught us % 
fik JbaU we abide in Him. i John z. \i x i8 f " 
The Meaning is t that, pretending to Go by 
the Light of oar own mere T$eafonings y we ajt 
Ourfelves off from Htm who is the only Foun* 
tain of True Light and Wijdbjh, and fo mud 
be teft to Grope by Ourselves in the Vark^ 
and can know Nothing as we ought to know } 
Andi if in this State we do, of Qurfelves, 
I(yam Nothing $ much lefs can we think to 
Perfbtm any thing Available m the leaft to ren- 
der us Acceptable to God : And, confequent- 
ly, we. cannot by our fimple Repentances (after 
Sins committed ) recover His Forgive nefs, and 
Ro-inftate ©rtffetves in His Favour. 

Sscan&y, If we are naturally in fuch a State, 
are fb far Criminals €onvi& x that we have no 
Room to pot in any Sort of Flea for Qurfelves, 
bat do want to be Juftifiedby a Saviour per r 
forming all Jtygbteoujhefs for us * And, if that 
Righteoufhefs of our Saviour is no otherwise 
to be Applied to any one of us, than by Faith 
on oor Part, with the Co-operation of the Holy 
Gbofii then our Repentance,, to make it A- 
uotfabie for u$> Is not, as they Talk, merely 
what it H in fofelfx nor Acceptable on Account 
tmlyrof hftlf 7 but is what it is Made by Faith 
j» that J*flijwation.' And, This is from the 
one End to the other the Eb&tme of the Holy 
Scriptures, viz. That our Whole Juftification 
w by Faith, Why fo> Whf, that ut toightbe 
by Grace i Not ef our Merit*) but oFGod's 

pure 



pure Mercy. Rom. 4. 16. That God is Juft y 
How ? In being the Juftifier of every One that 
Believeth in Jefus. This Way an Expedient is 
found to fave the Divine Attribute of Juftice y 
I mean, by Juffiifying us for the Satisfaction of 
Chrift: Whereas, ff He juftified us for that 
Nullity of our own J^ghteoufnefs or Repentance y 
He fhould not be Juft 4 Becaufe He fhould 
Allow fomewhat in us to be Right and Good 
which in no Refped: can be either. Moreover, 
God hath Declared our Juftificdtion to be, as 
aforefaid, by Chrift ; . that thpre might be no 
Handle given to Man for Prefumptuous Boaft- 
ings, which are but Selfbefafiens, and muft 
terminate even in a fecqnd Fall, fym. $• x6<> 27. 
To this may be added other: likeTefttmonies; 
as that, — No Man can K deliver % or reftore from 
Bondage* His own SouJ y bpt that God only 
Can y and lHlI 7 Redeem ovp Soul from the Power 
of the Grave. Pialm 49. 9. if. And, 89. 48. 
That, — Tlirouvb Chrift Jefus is Preached unto us 
the Forgwenejs, of &W, and by Him all that Be* 
lieve r are juftifiecL> (as was before obferved) 
from all Things , from which we could not be 
Juftifiedby the Law of Mofes : That is, by the 
Performances whether Moral or Ceremonial of 
that Law : And, This includes All ; For that, 
there is no Other Law that does Teach or 
Appoint any Other Sort of Performances^ or 
Worksy than One, or Other of Thofe:-*- Neither 
is there Salvation in any Other than Jefus Chrift 
bf Nazareth ; For % there \ is none Other Name un- 
der Heaven given among Men % whereby we muft 
be Saved! h&S 4. 1%. Indeed, k 

The 
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'The Places to this Puipofe are fo numerous, 
fo exprefs and full, to mew, that our Works 
and Repentances > without Faith in that Re- 
demption and Jufiification by Chrift, cannot be, 
(as Adver fairies would have them) What 1 hey 
are in Them/elves, that is, All-fufficient in 
Themfelves j but muft be mere Nullities, or 
rather much worfe than Nothing and Sinful-, 
that one would wonder, How it could ever en- 
ter into any Man's Head or Heart, to teach 
the Sufficiency efour Simple Repentance to Ob- 
tain the Divine Favour and Pardon of our Sins, 
without Chrift ; and to tell us, This is Scri- 
pture DoUrine, or, The Do&rine of the Gojpel ; 
When you can fcarce turn over a Page in the 
Bible, in the Doctrinal Parts of the Old Tefta- 
ment or the New, that does not abundantly 
Contradid this Affertion ; Nay, when all the 
Sacred Things and A&ions, all the Ceremonies 
and Services in all the Sacrifices and Sacra- 
ments Recorded in thofe Sacred Books, are, 
if rightly Underftood, fo many plain Indica- 
tions and Evidences of the Contrary ; The 
Defign of all the faid Sacred Books being but 
this one, to Teach and Infirce the right Ap- 
prehenfion of this one Neceffary Point, of 
Jufiification through Faith in the Atonement by 
Cbrifi. < 

Thirdly ', If the Deity be Propitiated or ren- 
dered Merciful to Sinners , but not without 
Satisfaftion for Sins made to His Juftice ; Then 
is not the Divine Propitioufnefs or Diffcofition to 
ftiew Mercy to Sinners, what it is merely in It- 
Jelfi but Is what it Is together with that Sa- 
tisfaction 



tisfaHion made to His Jfuftice, taken into the 
Account. And fo that Divine Perfon that 
was to be in Chrift, fpeafcs of the Man Chrift 
Jefus, by the Prophet Ifaiah f$. u.-*-By Hu 
gnotvtedge JhaU He give abundant fyfl : My 
Juft Servant JhaU JuftifyMany, for, He JhaU 
bear their Iniquities. And fo the Apoftle tells 
us, — Jefus our Lord was delivered to Death for 
our Offences f and raifed again fir our JuJUpca* 
tion. Rom. 4. 2?. The Meaning is t that He 
was raifed {torn the Dead, Effedually to apply 
to us the Merits of the Sacrifice of His Death, 
by Communicating to %)s of His laving Spirit: 
Andy- In Him we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jefus Cbrifithe fygbttouf, who is able 
Powerfully to Plead our Debt paid for aft by 
Himfelf ; How? In that He u the very Ptnpi* 
tiation for our Sins, x Joh. t. 1. Which Pro* 
pitiation alio elfewhere is Expreffed to be of 
Force, to take off both the Original Attainder 
parted upon us All by the Sin of our Firft Pa* 
rents, and alfo the Condemnation due to every 
one of us for our own Many A&ual Offences 
and TranfffeJJions. See Jfyw. jr. i6 f 17, xS, 19. 
So that, 

God's Propitioufnefs , or Difjrofition tojbm 
Merely follows not our Jft> bat our Saviours 
Merit $ Neither is it by any Means in X/x td 
Obtain fir Ourf elves thelkftefitdf that Divine 
Propitioufnefs • But, to procure this far so, u 

Erly the Fart of that Divhre Pes fo% Who 
freely and fully J>iJ (harmed 00* Debt. 
the Apoftle fays txptetdyft-^Htreim is 
Love, (that Propiuo^Qtfs^ os Dtfpofitiori d 

the 



he Deity to Ihew Mcitty^) • tfiff that VVt livid 
7od 7 but-thaH* iwid'U^yntd fefit Mi Son 
fe bt the, Ptofititmo* (*v«n by Dymg to Sa- 
tisly ) y»r oar ,$*»/. It iedtas we h*re not \h 
48 by Natartf fo uiucfar ai'M\Lob» of the ifc/Vy .- 
Howthenihowklwe, r»kbna Hurts te\d mBf, 
HricJiQdt ?ri/^&*r/ and £*timacte*s y ttirtKfrdr'- 
felvea jtadoaay .Aft to !?*#** His Wrath foe 
Sins i' To offer at it, in thi#£rame and-'iTeirt- 
pex, moft be tdofier o-?«afetl€* to out whole 
NatntfeV tod v£bfolattty:fen^M&ka*le. Nay, 
Ike: Cafe was ftiU Wcflfev*© *efe ik*t only 
ujKra Nrt'Atmtakk Titrm vith theDwVy; wt 
«ud not only JVo#-Z»*vMft4 but wewcrtf Ik 
a State tff Eunitsy agaiflft Him, of A&fjkk 
aod Hatrsdfcl Him . Gould We iw t^¥s D^i>- 
feioc tan* Onrfelvds by f^fetttante to Appeitjh 
HU Wratfc? ! ShboW we not-perpetually by £fe» 
g^mw Pro^Af Hrm worfe > Dbubtlefa : Add 
Khesefbis S^yiW.infottfls^ thathetein' aft 
pc»rtxUhe SbpeVlatwe Gre&ene&of the Dwfcfe 
JLottfco as, iiD^ccepttfig tfe riot fbvow^^e 
&*t***/ictfx, bit for BiffGfaee in Chrift^ eVdn 
WbeoH *a» lihpoiffi>ld in Nature that of Ottf- 
feh«sV aie ^ou/J ltyp**t. ' ■ He fays,-^-€W tito*. 
*tab«9*£ Hp» Lfve t» *Osi -M ibati We being 
Sinaorsy <8»j(?: <#&£ f<$ ?U« *»<$ «wr« /^ 
being tet* jnfiifiid by Hit Blood, Jhai m be 
SmoMfim m-atb /fraw» Him. For, J£ be- 
ingiEaeikdes^ fawertlfetonvikd to God fry tbt 
^emtkdfMs Son $ *MWi& wm»V iw*g wmF^eoft' 
&tf y .jb*»e b* &*#d$y Mr Z.^ -• ^rf Hot 
wnh-fot Mr-t» nlfrQhty, e* make oft Boaft, 
rfGU4kr**& 1W LoYdJejhs Cbrif % by itffotft 
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foe have received the Atonement, GtvKciwM^y}*, 
the Commutative ^conciliation, .the J$econcilia- 
tion made for us by an Equivalent pven in our 
Behalf. Rom. s • K 9> 1 °- Thus, again fays 
the above-cited Apoftlo, — Hereby have we per- 
ceived, ojc known thatZiaci, ( efficacious to Savfc 
.us ) hecaufe He hath laid dorm Hit Life for 1)s* 
that is, He hath gives }^sBiuiy£otJkitJ^fom. 
ijoh.i.%6. Thus, 

It appears altogether, by Words which He 
who runs may ready that wcztejuftified by the 
Blood o£ Chrift s thaj We ate faced bom Wrath 
through Him ; k ace reconciled to God by His 
I)art£, and arefipftHy and efie&ually-fcvAiby 
His Life j that w? were in a State ot Natural 
2s/*;w/tyagainft,God, and Co could; have no Will 
ot Inclination tpjiffn to Him by Repentance > y 
Nay, that if we could have had .the WiR to 
J$epent> yet out Repentance would have been of 
no Value or Contention in ItfeHfi nor: could 
have been Accepted for us; Aqd that, there- 
fore 1 < on all thefe Accounts, Cod did Infinite- 
ly Commend or Approve, and yte do perceive 
and knprv, His Love, His Propkimfnefs , of 
Di(pnJition to foew Mercy to its, in finding a 
Way for us to His Grace , when, Humanly 
Speaking, there lay. no Way prevtau? to it. 
There was no other than the New and Living 
Way which He hath Confecrated for Us through 
the Fail of His own Flejh, And do Men, nofr 
withftanding all this Evidence a£ the Grace of 
God in Chrift, ftill Talk of His being Propi- 
tiated or made Merciful to Sinners by their 
own Simple Repentances and Wbrtst Do tfiijy 
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teH us, His Pro'pitioufttefs is what It is in Itfelf, 
without any Confideration of all that Himfelf 
hath declared He hath Appointed: and Done to 
Communicate the Same to us ? But, 

Fourthly ', If the Divine Juftice alfb does re- 
quire fbr Sins, not Repentance Alone, but will 
nave Satisfaction Be/ides for Them 5 then can- 
not Simple Repentance again, by any Means, be 
the proper Ground for God to pardon Sinners 
upon, but Repentance together with the Ap- 
plication, as above, of that Satisfaction muft 
be this Ground of Pardon. So, 

If Man Himfelf be a Prifoner, a Captive to 
Satan, and cannot be fet Free otherwife than 
by Ranfom; It is not to be faid, that God 
muft Refpeft only what is Personally Pleajjng in 
Each of His Creatures $ but that He will Re- 
fpedi that Pleafingnefs together with that Ran- 
fom. Nay, the Perfonal Pleafingnefs of Each 
Man follows only the Acceptablenefs of that 
Ranfom. Now, that there was to be fuch a 
Ranfom y our Lord Himfelf informed His Dif- 
ciples, Matth. 20. 28. — The Son of Man, faid 
He, came not to be Miniftered unto, but to Mi- 
nifter, and fo give His Life a Ranfom fir many. 
And again, fob. 12. 32.—/, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all Men unto Me : which, the Evan- 
afclift tells us, He faid, fignifying what Death 
He Jbould Die. And, the End for which He 
pas to Die that Death, we have Expreffed, as 
above, by Himfelf 5 — It was to draw all Men 
into Himfelf 1 that is, It was to fetch Ail that 
Believe on Him, out of their Captivity and 
tmj>rif<mmerif^dct Death, to Virifocm and 

-I % "fc$\ 
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Jhcever them to the State and Condition of 
j«u Ljfe>. Liberty >.&c. Of this Divine JB«- 
fffincbijement. fpeaks our Lord, where He fays, 
— TjT^^ S0/1 make you Free, thenjballye be Free 
*«<^f,/Joh.8, $*» t And the Apoftle defcribes 
the Means by which He efle&ed thi& >-*//? u$k 
iart ofFleJh and Bloody that through Death H$ 
might deftroy Him that, bad the Power of Death* 
that is the Devil; and deliver them who through 
Fear of Deaths were all their LifeSJftne fuhje8 to 
Bondage, Wherefore. alfo, the Gafpei of oor 
Lord, in Refpe<$ of This A& merely, is call'd, 
not (as Scoring Adverfaries would have it) 
The Law of Simple Repentance, but the PerfiS 
Law ef Liberty. Of This Gracious Act it is 
likewife faid, — There is one God> and one Me- 
diator betwixt God and Man, the Man Chrifi 
Jefusy who zave Him f elf a J{anfom for aff y t$ 
he tefiifeed in due Time. Moreover, that for 
this Jtynfw only we v are Accepted, is no lefs 
Plain from that Declaration made by the Di- 
vine Volte and Appearance ; that,— It is His 
Beloved Sbn in whom He is welLpleafed with 
Us. Mattb* 3. 17. I fay, with Us. For fo 
St. Paul, referring to that Pafiage, does Ex- 
plain this Affair. JSpb. 1. y> tf. Where He fays, 
—God hath tlefadlis with aU Spiritual Blif 
jm?s in Heavenly Things by Chrtft $ according M 
Ho hath ebefm %)* in Him before the Fomd*+ 
tim if the. World 1. that Wejbmld be Holy and 
without Blame before Him by Lave • having fat* 
appointed Vs to, the Adoption: of . Children by 
Jefut Cfcift to Himfelf> affording to the Go 00 
?«A*tt*» tf\&s\ilhl,.utix?r*ifooftbt 
/ . \ Glory 
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Qbry of His Grace? rpbertm He' hat b made Us 
A<5Ce^ed by The Beloved^ ihzt is, by 
Hi* Beloved Son, as above, in wfrdrrt, We have 
fydempiim through Hit Bloody the Forgivenefs 
of Sins according to the Inches of His Grace, 
And yet again, Eph. ±. t%. --Through Him, AH 
We, (both Jews and Gentiles) have Accejs by 
One Spirit unto the 'Father. We-have, it teems, 
no Admittance to the Deity for Mercy, but 
through Chrift* that Beloved; with the Co- 
operation of the Holy Ghdft. In Ourfehres, 
and by Nature, We are AH Children of Wrath 
god Condemnation ; and do We talk of a Per- 
fowl Pleaftngmfs in Each of Us which God 
Mu?T Accept by ^ and for, Itf elf Atone? 
. Fifthly, If Man had Contracted Debts which 
He was to Pay; or had an Inheritance which 
He had Forfeited, but with Equity of Redemp- 
tion Allowed by the Chief Lord and Creditor ; 
and had a Bond/man Able and Willing to Pay 
His Debts, as affo to T^deem His Eft ate j Then 
the Deity, in being Propitious to Man, in fo 
Difchargng Him of His Debt, and l^eftoring 
Him to His Inheritance, for the Sake of fucn 
Bmdfruan and Redeemer • does not Crofs Na- 
ture? nor Aft upon Improper Motives, as Scoffers 
do Afleft; bat does A& agreeably to Nature, 
and to all the known Rales of Lato and fuftice 
among Men rand, consequently moft Agree* 
aMy* at the fame Time, to the moft Perfedfc 
Roles of fyafon alfo and Morality. Though 
I thipk, Talking of God's Moral Character, 
< which has of Late been fo Fafhionable) is 
fgnojantly or Piofanefy Derogating from what 
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God Is: Foe, what (after all) is this Celebrated 
Morality^ but that Order of Life and Manners^ 
which is to be obferved by Men in this State, 
and under thefe Circumflances, in their Con- 
dud): with Regard of One Another, or of Them- 
felves* But, what is any Character taken from 
this Order of Life, Offices, and Manners, pro- 
per to Us, as atorefaid, in this State, to the 
Perfections of the Omnipotent and Eternal? 
Certainly there is Nothing fo Impertinent and 
Prefumptuous as This Pretending, by any 
Searches of our own, efpecially with Compa- 
nion of our own Ways and Manners, Nay, 
and of thofe Ways and Manners Infinitely Vi- 
tiated and Debravedy to Difcover and Demon- 
ftrate The Bern* and Attributes of God; (How- 
fbever this hath been of Late Attempted by 
feveral Great Names amongft Us) For, as 
J^ophar in Job Interrogates well, — Canfi thou 
by fearching find out God ? Canfi thou find out 
the Almighty to Perfection ? Generally, when 
IVIen fet thejnfelves to Account but for Natu- 
ral Caufes, and for Things that come every 
Day before their Senfes, What poor Reafons 
do they Give ? The Heights of Heaven what 
can they do y to Afccnd up Thither to Explore 
them ? The Depths of Hell what can they know 
pf the dark Things concealed in them ? Much 
more, How fhall they be convinced of Folly, 
if they go to .tell by their mere fyafonings what 
//, or muft Be in. God? But, above all ; when 
they go to Meafure Him by Themfelvesj and 
Compare Htm with Themfelves^ and, from Their 
Moral ChuraUer^ TaU$ of His j How can they 

but 
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?ut utter the moft abfurd and abominable Blaf- 
pbemies ? For the Purpofe, 

Our Jujlice and Benignity^ what faint and 
obfcure jQpeSions are they of Thofe Attributes 
oi9 they are in the Deity ? How then can we 
Think to go back by the Glimmering Light 
ofHefe, topifcover the Modes and Meafures 
of the Same, as they are in Him who Dwelled 
in unapproachable Light? Whom no Man hath 
feen y nor can fee ? Whofe Judgments are 1)n- 
fearcbable y and His Ways paft Finding out f 

He whom Men, by Way of Eminence, call 
the Philofopher (though groping in the Dark* 
nefs of Paganifm, yet) Stumbled upon this 
Truth, viz. That it is the higheft Imperti- 
nence to Afcribe, what they NoW-a-days call, 
a^ Moral CharaBer to the Deity. In His Nico- 
machtan Ethics^ the Tenth Book, and Eighth 
Chapter, He has this Remarkable PaUage. 
Which Cicero alfo thought worth Tranflating 
into one of His Pieces. De Nat. Deor. Lib. 3. 
*H 9k 1* Al/* ivfcuftoncc, art §wpr\TMn w few ivipyetct, 
>&) hrtuSw ap (pctouq* Tw yap (M\tca vreiKiipa/jur 
/uma^Jaif £ witiUfmM *rai° 7r^t?w &% via* >ir»- 
titfttu Xfiw curroif-j mn&traei *f ?*AoZm (pavSviq 
c9H*X^rl*rnf 3 GrfoMixJiKot 'XxdiMrne, vJl) "am 
ZXm TOiaum 1 *X\* m$ dictpeiXf 5 xsmpwovTitt m 
<P&& K KvfvnvovTov;, m x*Xw' n nit eAfudtgxW 5 

Tin i\ 0QX-HTH OT0T09 ? * K %$(# MT&t fOUlTU*, 

ij nt Tome*' h c% a-ottppom it a? an; n QoprKo) • 
WttiriSK fo ** &**' (fktvKit dfaSv/juetf Sifywt 
i\ wkrm (fkuwrr i* m m& nit *&%&? ftiK&i jyy 

omit, ty mgyi* *&> * ?*£ * xa&tvitip Smnfm 
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f £vfufiii** t£. ii £«w re *&trr«* <*f*fFV*V*> iri 
H (Jtci&ov to <aromt 9 71 tewmf 9 ^V £**&«*£> jftfoaj 
JR*A perfect Happihep- x j# a certain Contempla- 
tive Energy^ may be gathered ft*** Hence. #i% 
That We efieem the, Girds mafi CampUatiy Hap* 
py. . But what Moral ASio^s j$n, We Afctiht to 
Themi Whether Thofeof^^u^ But, waMdit 
not he Bjdic'utoue ta represent the God* makfag 
Bargain* and Controls One um6*g Another, and 
the like ? Or elje Thefcef Fortitude? As .if it 
were a Gleriout Matter for Them r ta tmbatt 
HardJhipS} and encounter Dptgirs. Qr> Tbofe 
of Liberality ? .Hut to\ whom JbaM They Givet 
For is it not J&furd fafuppofe ThempogiffeA of 
Money r f or ^ my other ^0\thm^f Or, £*$}> 
Thoje of Temperance i But. wh& Praife would 
This he to Them y Jtnci Tbeyfapt napicieme Lofts 
and Appetites to/uhdue i Thu* wing through at 
the Anion* •/ 'Morality y We Jk*U find them ^Lifr 
tle y and Vnworthy of th* Qofa.; Ami yetWt 
'M fuppofe tyem to Live^ 4*4, tonfapeuthfc 
toot to Sleep like Endymion t hut to put firth 
fome Energetic Virtues, ifaexefore if *& Motel 
Anions % and much more all ^Mechanical Qpaea* 
tions he taken away front* -living Intelligent 
$ein& What is there left tajuck&mg be/foes 
Contemplation ?. . .. ..V; . - 

This Fhilofopher could not telt wh*& is i* 
God, but He has Cha»ce4.tt> leave a. good 
£e£ture on. what it ^t t^ffc^ t* fom&of 
Hi* Modern Socceflbr^ whQ ate t&off Ifaf 
Attempting fome Ddi*<^i6n^f thzAibPef* 
$t y from Their own lmp#fe&JMrai£fanm$e*t 
For whk;L according to j&ifc'Jf Resale* it 
\ ~ " '^Holy 
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Holy Scripture, Their Condemnation is Juft. 
72w* Phougbteft WickefBy that I am altogether 
fuch w Qne <u Tbyfelf; is a mofl fearful Charge, 
and has : a. pecuhar Note of Cmfiderafion fee 
upon it by Him who only knows what M in 
>/#«, moch more who only can know Hira- 
felf, and : will not witir Impunity fuffer His ttu 
finite to be 6cmn dutfilMnited by Our finite. 
Agajn, t 

. *Stx$lfa Though tKxtine uaqtc Man can make 
^ny §ox$. of Transfer .of Merits on Another ; 
^et, if one of the Hdi^bbs that &e*teit M&n, 
4o Con<kiec}n4 wJ3e *« Man, and do Com- 
Waicat$ of. His &)«&£ Spirit to Man, What 
Uipaild Ihinffcr but that Be may by His Spirit 
fcttth A«Si/> Man's Mind, and at the fame 
!£jm&!g#df£ * Transfer of His. own M*r**r upon 
Man? What is therein! ail This that is /w/>^- 
<W? or dtftird > Or, xWhere is' die Difficulty of 
•£mh*i»»{ the Xtfatiopattd'GmneKion that may 
^ M&rixt tie ASimt.ofJucban Jtgnty fiip- 
£$(&}' W bje i»tlj X3pd and Man, and Our 
W*rtO 'Or* ' Wbyhfhtmld not the Merits of 
J^/^genths abundantly Sufficient to Satisfy 
Jj&aite ^ftflk*), and 4b to Propitiate or rfwiir 
M/rcifttl the Baity to Mm > And Here, 

With oe(pe& of this CmmHnication of Merits 
*ad -G*wfcf, It cannot be Proper, but muft be 
highly fmpsrumn* to Jay r — 7ife Deity cannot 
\be propitiated by any tiriag External to Himfelf, 
#S'&ppofing the Mi*/ of £W/£ to be fome- 
4pfcat :&*»*«? to, and Separate from, *fo ©«*y. 
JpQr, It is one of the Divine Perfons Them- 
fclves that hathPerform'd the Acceptable Work; 

K that 
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that hath Enabled the Manhood in Chrift to 
Fulfill all Righteoufnefs ; And that, through 
His Manhood does Communicate His Spiritual 
Powers, and His All-Sufficient Merits to Other 
Men. And, 

This again is Scripture-Dodrine plainly De- 
livered, and ftrongly Inculcated, through the 
Whole Bible. The Apoftle is Efcprefs, that 
— God was in Chrift , Reconciling the 
World unto Himfelfi not Imputing their Tref- 
paffes unto them 5 Committing, fays He, toVs 
the Word^ not of Simple Repentance, but of 
that jfy conciliation to tne Deity by one of the 
Divine Perfons in the Manhood in Chrift. % Cor. 
f. 19. Moreover, that, To TLffe& This, We 
have the Co-operation and In-dwelling of the 
Holy Ghfcft, another Apoftle again hath In- 
formed Us, — Hereby, fays He, We know, that 
He abideth in *Ux, by His Spirit which He hath 
given Us. 1 John' 3. 24. And, in another 
Place, — He that Believeth on the Son of God, 
bath the IVitnefs in Himfelfi that is, in having 
the Communication of the Holy Spirit , as 
Above. 1 John f. 10. This is the verylDiftin- 
guifhing Mark and Proof of our Acceptance 
with, and Reconciliation to, the Deity : Nei- 
ther is there any other Evidence, any other 
Affurance of our Acceptance with God/ than by 
This Wttnefs of the Holy Ghoft Teftifying to 
Bach Matfs Confcience in the Changing and 
Rectifying His Heart and Mind, that He is 
even Accepted in the Beloved, and that by no 
other Way or Mean He could bo at all Ac- 
cepted* '"..."' 

Laftfy, 
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Laflty, If Grift' came to gwe His Life a 
Ranfom fir Many, for the Redemption of Many 
(Captives :) If He was Our Paffaver Truly and 
Effe&ually Sacrificed fir *Ur, and His Blood 
Shed to Cleanfe Vs from all Sin } If He Suffered 
fir T^r, the Juft fir the Vnjuft ; And did bear 
our Sins in His own Body on the Tree ; And, All 
This, that rve might he Juftified by His Bloody 
might be Reconciled to God through Him ; might 
be Saved from Wrath by Him ; might by Him 
receive the Atonement : Then did He not come 
to be a Preacher ( as has been pretended ) of 
Simple Repentance ; Much lefs did He lay dorm 
Hts Life in Defence of that DoUrine of Simple 
Repentance ; But, He did Perform and Suffer ^ 
as aforefaid, Truly and Properly to be a Savi- 
our> to Redeem and Save Us, that our Faith and 
Hope might be, not in ourfelves, but in God. 
i Pet. j. 2i. And, 

This in Subftance was Once the Common 
Senfe of Mankind, Heathens as well as Be- 
lievers, viz. That Offences and Crimes were to 
be Expiated) the Offender or Criminal to be 
Purified, and the Gods Placated or Propitiated 
with Sacrifices. Some Atonement They All 
thought there muft be for Sins. It was the 
Direction of an Oracle in a Fi&itious Di- 
ftrefs, but Di&ated according to the Paganic 
Creed. 

Sanguine Vhc&tisventosy & Virgine c*fd 7 
Sanguine quarendi reditu*, animdque litandum 
4rgolica. Virgin, I-ib.*. Lin.117, 
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The Winds ye Placated rvith Pirgn*iUo*d> 
WithBldodye mufi your mjb'dl(eturn Implore, 
And with, d Grecian Life Atone. 

It is plain. They tirete perfVaded, that what 
They took fbr Deiti&, were to be Propitiated*, 
(1 fay) with the Blood of (lain Animate offered 
in Sacrifice. » And though thefe poor Wretches 
were altogether Wrong in the Obje<3: of Their 
Worfhip, and in feme RefpedSs Wrong ift the 
Species of Their Sacrifices, as alfo in the many 
Lewd and Immoral Rites with which Thetfufu- 
ally Offered them; yet were They ftill Right 
as to the Main Reafbn of Sacrifices Themfelves 
in General; viz. That Sins ever did reqtiife, 
as aforcfaid, fome Expiation or Atonement ; as 
alfo that no Expiation or Atonement, in Spe- 
cial, was to be made fbr Sins otherwife than 
by Sacrifice ; even that, by Shedding of Blood) 
Life for Life might be repaid : And therefore 
were they much better Theologifh than the 
ftrange Fry of Our Modern fyafohets y Ptni- 
tentiarijh) and Sincerity-Men, who db pretend 
to have found Abilities in Thenvfelved, Each 
to make His own Way to Mfercy, Without any 
Sacrifice at all fovAtoMment; 1 Sufely of all 
the Defections from the Deity that ever yet Ap- 
peared .among Men, This Arrogant: Self-suffi- 
ciency, ( notwithftanding all Their Affe&ed 
Pretences, to Civil and. Social Virtues) is the 
mod Opprobrious and Ac fur Jed: For all Others 
have ftill fet up och£r Prophets, and other 
Gods; But Thefe areiiot Content barely to 
fee Their own PropbetSy but They Ragt in the 
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Strain of the Hair-Brain' d Atheiff in the Poet 
Above-cited, who faid, His own l^ght-Hand 
was JHfoGod. For, fo Thefe Im&giners, fcorn- 
'mgdAl' tfefos, reje&idg all Means to be Jufti- 
Jkd$ refofing the Salvation of God, have made 
f heiftfelves in Effe<a every Man Hk Own God; 
And, according to Their Principles, They need 
no Other. 

Srtratis, (as we find Him Represented in 
Plato- s teuthyPhron) fet Himfeif to Sneer this 
Tradition or Offering Sacrifices with Their 
Prayers to the Deity ; as if the Offerers, in 
fo doing 9 did bat Stipulate to Receive what 
They Asked in Return for what They Gave ; 
Which Ete fcoffingly called, ipTrog/Kvi r& Tix vf i 
£hciV *> dy&£U7roif mp dXtjJKav. A Religious kind 
efTtaffick betwixt the Gods and Men. But, 

Here He ran too faft, there being a Point 
« Two itl His Way, which He did not know, 
or would fiot take Notice of, that fhould have 
Precluded His Advance to this Tenet : As 
Firft, That the Offerers wanted fome Things 
to be Forgiven, 4s well as fome to be Given, 
Them* Attd, Secondly, That Sacrifices were 
in thctr Original Reafon and Defign to be for 
Memsmls and Pledges of One Great Sacrifice 
chat Wad to Atone tot the Sins of Mankind. 
Now, the Latter of thefe Points perhaps He 
did not kfiow, and therefore might be fome- 
whad wore £xcu(able than Sotrte among Us, 
Whd With more certain Means of Information, 
do Reafon ftill this fame Reafbnings upon the 
lame Principles: But, the former He would 
not See or take Notice of. And, 
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. This Appears to have been at leaft fome 
Part of the Crime of that Father of the Scep- 
tics, for which He was put to Death ; Though 
fiicceeding Philofophers endeavoured to draw 
a Vail over It, that It might not be known 
what It was j And many Chriftians, too much 
Addided to Their Schemes, have taken Him 
for a Kind of Martyr, He did not dire&ly 
Deny the Popular or Fabulous Gods, but Ri- 
diculed all the Then-Services, as well Thofe 
of which He mult have known the Reafon, as 
Thofe which He knew not • and fo Under- 
mined all Religion. He had a Lax and Gene- 
ral Belief of God, but Sub-divided the Deity 
into one Original or firft y and many Derived 
or Subordinate Gods: And Concluded, That 
( becaufe God is fo Perfed: in Himfelf as to 
need none of our Outward Services ) therefore 
None of Us need pay Him Any ; but Each of 
Us muft be Accepted for certain Mental Allow- 
ances and Moral Performances, without any 
Adts properly Religious : And all this He Ut- 
tered, without pretending to any Certainty in 
thefe Matters, but Contenting Himfelf to take 
up with a few Hypothetic or Suppofititious 
Notions, from which He drew Conclufions at 
a Venture. So, He could not be a Martyr to 
?ny Creed whatfoever. 

I might here Conclude This Difcourfe ; But 
there is an infnaring Commendation of the 
Excellency of Simple Repentance flyly Infinuated 
by the Patrons of that Do&rine, which fhould 
pe tak?n oqt of the Way, 

They 
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They pretend, that .Making Simple Repen- 
tance, (as They have done) the only Proper 
Ground for God to Pardon Sinners upon, muft 
be the mofi Proper Motive to Induce Evil anil 
Vicious Men to Reform their Wicked Lives j 
Whereas Making Faith in the Redemption by a 
Saviour r (as Behevers from the Holy Scriptures 
in all Ages have done) the Immediate Ground of 
that Pardon ; And allowing Repentance to be, 
not the Principal Thing, but only an Acceffory 
or Appendant to it, They fay, Slay Encourage 
Sinners to go on in their Sinful Courjes ; as Sup- 
pofing Repentance in no RejpeB Necejfary* and 
fo Trufiing in Faith only, without any Repen- 
tance at all, for Solvation. To which it may be 
Anfwered, 

It is True, Foolifh and Perverfe Men may 
Abufe any good Do<9trine, as Some fuch Men 
have in Fact done every fuch Dodfrine : They 
may, for the Purpofe, feparate Faith from Re- 
pentance and Works, and confider Believing 
Alone, without any Reformation of Life and 
Manners, as Sufficient to bring them to Sat- 
iation ; even as thefe Scorners do feparate 
Repentance from Faith, and Talk of Reforma- 
tion of Manners, without any Belief in a Sa- 
viour, as Sufficient to the fame End. Every 
one knows how* the Scripture-Do&rine of Faith 
in the Redemption by thrift hath been at all 
Times fubjea to that Abufe ; And, in Partis 
cnlar, How it was fo Abufed in the Apoftle's 
Time. There were Tome Then, who, from 
theDo&rine of Juftification by Faith as Preach- 
ed by St. Paul and the other Apoftles, did Re- 
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folve it to be a Courfe %)nnecejfary to Amend 
their Evil and Vicious Lives : Nay, They went 
farther : They from thence Concluded, that, 
Jby the more Sin a Man Committed, He did God 
the more Glory, as giving the more Qccafon fir 
His more abundant Grace. And yet the A- 
poftle did not, for thi$ Abufe, Retrod Hh 
po&rine Of the Abounding of Gr*ce by Faith, 
above the Abounding of Sm aniGu^t byTranf- 
greffion ; but with proper ©iffcniQ^fc infifted 
on it the more ; paiftng Sentence of D4mn*r 
Hon upon all Thofe that did ppetend* as from 
that Da#iiae of His, to Teach, that BvU 
might be done that Good s might Come; that IS, 
That Meri fright Sin. more, jogiye^the mere 
Occafoti, as afore fa id, for the Opfitvtoms t$ 
Grace. Rom, 3. j< 7, 8. and, t. *• JV»d sre, 
not to run into Extreatns on either Hand, 
muft, as the Cafe, at any Time, 19, do the 
Same : The Do&rine of fujiifitatm >ty Faith, 
rightly Underwood, cannot E*cufepr Encou- 
rage any Man in Sin ; fyfentanee and a^W 
Life following as the Natural Fpwp qf thit 
Divine Virtue. For, It fuppofes JJs to be£«en 
Dead with Chrift to our Sins ;, Afld, if fej %f 
we be Dead to Sin, How {as the Apoftte does 
demand) JhaU we Live any longer stbenom? 
Rom* 6. z. For, as many of %)s of m# .Bty 
I ti^ed into Chrift , are Ba&ty^ed into £& ihath, 

that like as Chrip was J{atfedfrom the Dead By 
The Glory of the Father, >ef#H $0 \wp sdfi 
Jhotdd Walk in Newness of IJfii /To be a 
Believer, . is to be Dead mah fkriftz .And, To 
be Dead with Chrift, and TQt to JUre in one 
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Sins; This in the Nature of Things implies 
an ImpoJJibihty, a Contradiction. So that, upon 
the Whole, 

We are very fafe with the Sctipture-Do&rine 
•f Jafiification by Faith, rightly Underftood : 
But, not fo with the Adverfaries Dodxine of 
Repentance divided from Faith. For, this Robs 
our God and Saviour of the Honour of His Work 
of Redemption : Jt gives the Lie to His Reveal* d 
Wordx It offers Contempt to the Divine Mercy j 
Does Dejpite to the Sptfit of Grace: It Jets up 
SELF; And, therefore, muft be a Crime 
more Hateful and Pernicious even than Idola* 
tty* Nay, 

As Men, according to this Do&rine, are 
fuppofed to bfe alreaay FerfeU in Themfelves ; 
And, to be able, { if at any Time they fall 
from fiich Their fuppofed Perfection) to Re- 
cover, and He-inftate Themfelves in the Same : 
As, according to this Scheme, They need no 
QtMte to keep them Rights nor to Recover and 
Reftore them, when they tave gone Wrong : 
As they cannot, therefore, be in any Danger 
of Forfeiting Grace, nor of being Reprobated 
for their NegleU or Abufe of it ; But, Repent 
iuHte, Simple Repentance, is, in any Cafe, All 
that they want ; And, To Rgpent, (except un- 
der certain Accidents which Few expedl will 
happen to themfelves) is always in their Power. 
I lay, As all thefe are Branches or Confequen* 
ces of this Do&rine of Repentance divided front 
JFaith ; So does this Do6fcrine give Sinners up* 
td Sin on with aH poffible Complacency, Jffu* 
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ranee, T znd Satisfaction} As prefuming, that 
they have th? Game at all Times in their own 
Hands ; That they may, therefore, very weH 
Take and Enjoy the Wages of Sin. fir the pre- 
fent, r and Repent at better Leifure, in Languid 
Years, or on a Death-Bed ; when it fhall not 
be in their Power ', or Inclination, to Sin any 
Longer. 

I fhall Finifti with Oppofing to the Talk of 
one bad Lay- Writer the Senfe of another good 
one, Pointing at both the Corrupt Original 
and Tendency of fed) Dodrines as that of the 
Sufficiency of Repentance to Obtain the Divine 
Pardon and Forgivenefs to Sinners without Faith 
in the Redemption by Chrifi, 

" Falfe Schemes of Religion, being the Pro- 
cc duds of Men s own Inventions, being con- 
trived to Magnify their fuppofed Wifdom, 
f c and to Gratify their Pride and Lulls; do 
"naturally give them that Falfe Pleafiire, do 
* make them A& with that Affiduity, Union, 
"&c. which is common among Enthufafts, 
"Shakers, and Eree-Thinkefs {* Whereas the 
Defign of Chriftianity, being the Pulling down 
ofjirong Holds, Cajling down Reafonings, and 
every High Thing that Exalteth Itfelf againji 
the knowledge of God, and Bringing into Capti- 
vity every Thought to the Obedience of Chrift. 
This never was, nor will, be Agreeable to the 
Palate of the Philofophizing Genius's of the 
World ; who cannot bear a Religion that fo 
breaks in upon all Their Notions of Wifdom y 
and Abilities in.Themfeiyes to Direct and De- 
termine 



termine Their own Anions without any Affi- 
ftance from Above ; Of a Right and Suffici- 
ency iri Themfelves to gratify Their Appetites 
in Pleafares of Senfe, and to Form Creeds for 
Themfelves ; And, Finally, Of the Obligation 
the Deity is under (upon fuch Terms as They 
fhallfuppofe Reasonable) to admit Them to the 
Eternal Fruition of His Pre fence. 

And, in another Place more diredly to our 
Point. 

Where Pride has once Entered, 'tis Hard to 
Plead Guilty : Where Guilt even is Confefled, 
'tis ftill Hard to Own a Man has no (hare in 
Saving Himfelf, and to Believe and Confefs, 
that God was in Chrift doing the whole Work 1 

of Reconciling the World unto Himfelf: And, \ 

therefore, becaufe by Faith only it is that 
Men do Surmount thefe Difficulties cad in their 
Way by their Pride, that they do Debafe and 
Renounce Themfelves , and Attribute to the 
Deity the Thing that is Properly His, For 
thefe Reafons, I fay, Faith, is made the Part 
of Man in this Affair of Reconciling Him to the 
Deity, and is Properly That by which He does 
Apprehend and Perceive the Benefit of All that 
thrift hath Suffered and Done to Redeem and 
Save Him. And, therefore, 

Laying afide every Weight, and the Sin that 
doth ft eafilybefet Vs, Pride and high Conceit 
of our Reafoning Powers, our Moral Perform- 
ances, and Simple Repentances; Let us with 
humble Devotion Pray to God for That which 
is the only Proper Ground of our Acceptance 
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and Ptdrn) *i*. That He would fiU 1)* with 
aS Joy and Peace in Believing; that We may 
Abound in Hope through the Power of the Holy 
Ghofl. 



And, To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoft, be afcrib'd 
Honour, and Glory, and Riches, and 
Power, Now and for Evermore. Amen. 



FINIS. 



ERRATA. 

PA G E S . Line 1 3. r. is put fir fymijfion of 
Sins. P. 1a. L. ii. r. fo fajsOur Lord. 
P. to. L.t7. dele therefore. P. 23. L. it. dele 
the Parenthetic Words (but that ofufing our 
diligence) which were added by another Hand, 
without the Author's Privity. P. 30. L. 8. r. 
any fach Transfer, P. 40. L. 22. r. when they 
have gone mong. P. 47 . L. 14. for were r. veer, 
P.4J-. L. ar. <&/* the Parenthetic Words {as far 
as we know) which ako were added by another 
Hand, without the Authors Privity. P. 16. 
L. 14. after viz. add that. P. j8. L. 16. dele 
our. P. tftf. L. 2.7. r. pervious, p. 7 ;. L. 30. 
r. Placaftis 
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Glofles on the Parable of the PRO* 
DIGAL SON. 
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tions out of our Homilies, (hewing 
what is the Doctrine of the Church 
of England on the Points treated of 
in the Sermons ; With a brief Ac- 
count of the State of Man, Hisjto- 
tural and Spiritual Powers, the De- 
grees of His Free Agency, &c. from 
the Creation downward 'till Now. 
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GEN TLEMEN 
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(j Gentlemen, 

Lately printed, in your Prefs, 
three Sermons on Repen- 
tance ; and had, then, the fol- 
lowing Supplement ready to 
Print after them. How this Part (thro* 
a Variety of Difcouragements chiefly 
from your Vice-Chahcellor) came to 
be defer d, . and myfelf oblig'd to 
withdraw, and refblve upon Publifh- 
ing, the fame, elfewhere, is no Secret 
to many of you. The Hardships by 
thisf Means done me ; with the Reaibn 
and End of doing them, had, at the 

&me 
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feme Time, a Tendency fo prejudicial 
to the Caufe of Learning and Religi* 
on, that I thought myfelf concern'd to 
draw up an Account of the whole Af- 
fair, by way of Cafe, to be publifh'd 
with this Supplement: But, not knowing 
how far the World might, in a Com- 
plaint of this kind, be induced to di- 
flinguim, with me, betwixt one or two 
Perfonsonly concerned herein, from your 
whole Body ; and having no Mind to 
carry the leaft Appearance of a Mifun- 
derftanding with you (for many of 
whom I have a great RefpecT:) I rejfoly'd 
at length to pojlpone, and, if no new 
Occafion of Complaint be given me, 
wholly to drop, that Delign. One 
Thing only I defire, and hope I may 
expert from your Candor, viz. that 
you neither be prejudiced againft Me, 
oh a Supposition merely of my haying 
Read, or Recommended, the Writing? 
of another Author, nor Cenfure or 
Condemn, ^either Me^xx.fuch Author 
unread. 
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THE TRUE 

Dotfrine of Repentance 

V I N D I C A T E D, 

From certain falfe Glofles on the Partfble of 
the Prodigal Son, &c. 

H E Difcourfes, iri this Title referr'd 
to, were Cofiipos'd, and, in Sub- 
ftance deliver 'd, on Occafiori of a 
Tamphlet a little before Publiih'd j 
in which the Author had tinder- 
tafceii to fliew the Sufficiency of Simple Repen* ' 
tance to reconcile Sinners to Godj without 
Faith in the Redemption by JefusChrift; And, I 
truft, the chief Arguments ofFer'd in that 
Tamphlety afeinthofe Difcourfes refuted, to the 
Satisfaftion of the judicious and fincere Chriftiari 
Reader. Nevertnelefs, becaule there are* iri 
the laid Pamphlet fome Comments devifed to 
fepport this ftrange Hypothefis of Simple Re~ 
B pent ante j 
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fentance, and fevcral opprobrious AJJertims and 
Jnfinuations thrown in, which cou'd not be fo 
commodioufly animadverted on in theDifcourfesj 
therefore, that nothing may feem to have been 
negle&ed, which might have deferv'd Notice j 
I have judg'd it proper, here to confider thofe 
Comments, in a few Notes or Obfervations 
added by way of Supplement to the faid Dif- 
courfes. And, 

ift. I obferve, that the faid Author, intend- 
ing to carry his Reader into his Do&rine of 
Simple Repent ance, takes his Rile from a jejune 
and diftorted Commentary of his own, on the 
T arable of the Trodigal Son : In which he 
fuppofes our Lord's Defign was to reprefent, or 
exemplify, the Cafe, indifferently, of any 
Sinner, in what Inftance foever, returning to 
his Duty, and being received to Tar dm and 
Forghenefs by God, the Common Father of all 
Us Creatures, merely for his Simple Repen- 
ance, asaforefaid. But, 

This Parable was not defign'd by our Lord 
to reprefent or exemplify the Cafe, Indifferent- 
ly, of any Sinner, as aforefaid, returning to his 
Duty : Much lefs was it to fignify, that each 
Sinner pall be received to the Divine Tardon 
and Forghenefs, on his own Simple Repent ance y 
by undoing (as this Author exprefles it) as Jar 
as in him lies, what he has done Wrong. Isut, 
contrariwife, by the two Sons here treated 
ofj the two feveral People of the yews and 
Gwfi/wareunderftoodj the Jews being re- 

prefented 
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prefented by the Elder, who had all along 
liv'd in his Father's Houfe, and had, in Com- 
panion, ordinarily done his Will ; and, the 
Gentiles, by the 7 (Hinged—the Trodigal-, who 
had gone into a far Country, and had jpent his 
Subjtance with Harlots, in riotous Laving* 
that is, who had ApoftatizZd from the true God, 
and given himfelf up to commit Spiritual 
Whoredom with Idols \ in which abominable 
Courfe, finding, after all, no Satisfaction to his 
Soul, he defired to return to his Father,— to 
the Faith and Worjhip of the true God ; and 
was, accordingly, accepted of him in the Man- 
ner as is fymbolically defcrib'd in the *P arable. 
Now, what is all this to the Bufinefs of ad- 
mitting all forts of Sinners, indifferently, to 
Tar don and Mercy on their Simple Repentance ? 
But, 

Had this T arable been intended to Exem- 
plify the Cafe, indifferently, of any Repenting 
Sinner*, And, had there even been in it, as 
the 'Pamphleteer fuppofes, no Expreflions 
plainly including the Do&rine of Faith in 
the Redemption by Chrift Jefus ; yet 
cou'd not any thing have been concluded to 
the fubverting of that Dodrine from'the filence 
merely of this Paflage as to that Point. Becaufe, 

This Parable, by itfelfj is to be confider'd 
butasw* fhort Portion of Holy Scripture, and 
to have been deliver'd, as moftof our Lord's 
other Parables were, Occafionally, to illuftrate 
lbme one particular Cafe, oiiove&one, or more 
B i Branches, 
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branches of Duty \ and is not, therefore, to b$ 
fuppos'd to have taken inall the Circumftances ' 
of the Cafe j or all the Branches of the Duty; 
but, to have left the Cafe or Duty to be, in 
fome relpe&s, fupplied or explain'd out of 
other Paflages of Holy Scripture, where the 
fame Cafe or Duty is treated of more fully, and 
with addition of other Branches or Circum-? 
fiances. Thus, 

For the Purpole, in the prefent Inftance ; 

Suppofing the Duty of RepeJitance to be 
indefinitely treated of in this T arable, yet, if 
the faid Duty be in the Holy Scriptures al- 
together defcrib'd as a complex and mixt Virtue, 
and not available but with Faith in the Re- 
demption by Jefus Chrift; then tho' Faith be 
not exprefly mention'd in the *P arable, it muft 
however be fuppos'd . and underftood : As, on- 
the other Hand, Faith itfelf (tho' it be often 
mentioned alone, as fufficient to bring Men to 
Salvation, yet) fince in other Places (to obviate 
all Miftakes on this Head) Faith is exprefly 
taught not to be acceptable, when deftitute 
of 'Repentance and Works; therefore alio muft 
Repentance and Works be underftood with it, 
in thole other Places where they are not 
mention'd, asaforefaid. However, 

Whether the Converfion of the Gentiles, or 
{he Converfion, indifferently, of any Sinner^ of 
whatsoever Age or Nation, be underftood in 
the T arable ; the faid T arable (befides that 
}t can no way be made to fpeak for the ftrangc 

Do&rine 
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Do&rine of Simple Repentance) was for two 
other Reafbns very ill chofen by this Author, 
to comment upon ; when he had a Mind to in- 
troduce his Do&rine of Simple Repentance. 

Firft, becaufe i* is a T arable^ that is, it is 
a Difcourfe wholly di&ated in that kind of 
Stile which the Author and his Patrons or 
Affociates call Figurative and Improper ; to 
which he and they have conceived fuch an A- 
verfion, that himfelf, in his Work on Repen- 
tance, has enter'd his Exception and Trot eft a- 
gainft more than one half of the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the New Teftament,on this Suppofition 
merely, that they are penn'd in fuch Figurative 
and Improper Stile } and, that nothing is, there- 
fore, to be dire&ly argued and prov'd from 
fuch Scriptures. How inconfiftent is he with 
himfelf in this, to fetafideall Figurative Scrip- 
ture-Paflages, and yet to deduce ail the Argu- 
ments in his own Book, at the fame time, fjom 
a *P arable ? That is, from a Paifege wholly 
made up o£ what himfelf calls Figures? But, 

idly. The faid Paffage is by him ill chofen, 
not only becaufe it is a Tarable^ as aforefaid j 
but alio, becaufe it is a *P arable compos'd, for 
the moft Part, of Expreflions, which are fo far 
from favouring his Dodrine of Simple Repen- 
tance> that they are as oppofite as is poffible 
to it. Among this fort of Expreflions I may 
reckon, thofe of — the mighty Famine arifing 
in that Land^ whither the Trodigal went to 
Rejourn ; of— the Prodigal's being there in 

Want; 
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Want ; of— his defiring to be fed with the Husks 
which the Swine did Eat, and no Man gave 
unto him ; of— his F&thcr'&feeing, and having 
compajfion on him, while he was yet a great 
way cffl; and, of— his Father's running to meet 
and receive him, of— his Father's commanding 
his Servants to bring forth the beft Robe, and 
put it on him; to put a Ring on his Band, and 
Shoes on his Feet*, and to bring the fatted 
Calf and kill it. By all which is underftood, 
ift, on the Part of the Apoftate and Prodigal 
Son, that DefeBion from the true God and 
our Saviour, which caufes a Spiritual Famine, 
and brings Leannejs withal into the Soul ; which 
creates a falfe Appetite to be fed with the 
Husks which the impure Swine do Eat j that 
is, with the coarfe and polluted Imaginations 
neceffarily growing of a corrupt Religion or 
none, and giving no Satisfadion to the Cravings 
of the Spiritual Mind or Appetite*, whence 
Paintings of Confcience, and (ir the Cafe be not 
defperate) CompunBion, and a Longing to return 
to the Faith and Worjhip of the true God and 
cur Saviour, idly. On the Part of the Father 
(is underftood] that preventing and ajfifting 
Grace ; that Clothing of us with the Robes of 
our Saviour's Righteoufnefs ; that Shoeing of 
our Feet with the Preparation of his Goffel rf 
Peace ; and that providing for us the Propitia- 
tory and Eucharifiic Sacrifice of Chriji, which 
the Holy Scriptures do every where teach to 
be fb neceflary to us, that, without thefe, and, 
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indeed, otherwife than by thefe, no Man can 
have accefs unto the Father. There is not a 
Sentence in the T arable, which, when rightly 
explained and applied, is for his Dodrine of 
Simple Repentance, nay, which is notftrongly 
againft it. 

Obferv. i. The Tamfhkteer imagines," that 
" the Do&rine of Salvation by Faith in the Re- 
a demotion by Chrift, as the fame hath been in 
" all Ages holden by the Church, is notfound- 
" ed on the Sayings and Declarations of Chrift 
" himfelf,nox is contained inthofe Writings which 
" do give the Hiftory of his Life and Miracles \ 
u but is rather rounded oxithe Sayings and occa- 
u Jional Writings of his Apoftles j who (he fays) 
" do fometimesufe fuch fir ong and lofty Ex]>ref- 
u fions, as when taken jtrittly and literally, do 
" exPrefs much more than thofe Apoftles them- 
u felves ever did intend:" And, therefore, this 
Free-Thinking Gentleman has thought fit to 
determine, that " the collecting together any 
" number of fuch lofty,fgurative and borrowed 
" Expreffions, as lye fcatterd up and down 
u the New Teftament, are not to be brought in 
" Argument on this Head." That is, he wou'd 
have us rejed and lay afide the other Scriptures, 
and confine ourfelves to the Sayings and Decla- 
rations of Chrift himfelf, contained in the four 
Evangalifis; or, rather, to fome few fuch 
Sayings contained in the three former. For (for 
the fame Reafon that he throws out of his true 
Gofpel of Chrifi, the Writings of the other 

Apoftles> 
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Apoftles) he muft alfo difmifi near the whok 
Gofpel by St. John, and alio the far greater 
Part of the other Evangalifts ; and, among the 
left (as was oblerv'd above) the T? arable on 
which himfelf has built his Do&rine of Simple 
Repentance ; the lame being wholly made up 
of thole very lofty ', figurative, and borrow } d 
Expreffions, which he cannot allow to be 
brought in Argument on this Head. Into this 
Harrow Compafs has he at length contra&ed 
his true Gofpel of Jefus Clorift ! But, 

I hope, Believers will not be fb eafily per- 
fuaded to put out their own Eyes, to commit 
themfelves to the Dire&ion of thele wild 
Guides ; dor quit, or give up, this or that 
Portion of Scripture, to the petulant Demands 
of each confident Infidel, that fliall want to 
pare off lomething from the Word of God, 
dilagreeing with his particular evil Scheme. 
For, all the Holy Scriptures are of one and the 
lame Divine Original, and Authority: And, 
all the Books of the NewTeftament taken to- 
gether, are, in Propriety, the true Gofpel tf 
Jefus Chrift. St. Taul calls his Preachings 
and Writings, feyeral times, by the name of 
the Goffer—and, (as he was made the Pen- 
Man and Promulger of it) by the name of-±-bis 
GoJj>el~thc Subjed of which [Gofpel] he tells 
us, in brief, was — the good Meffage of Juftifc 
cation by Faith, and of the Gift of the Spirit j 
thro' Faith ; or, in other Wofds, of Grace and j 
Teaeg from God the Father* and from enr j 
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Lordjefus Chrijt, who gave himfelffor our 
Sinsy that he might deliver us from this f re- 
cent evil World ; Anathematizing, at the 
lame Time, all luch as ftiou'd breach to- 
ny other Gojpel than that which he had 
^Preached \ but more particularly, all fuch 
as fhou'd Preach the pretended Gofpel of 
Justification by Works : As he that runs 
may Read in his Epiftle to the Galatians, 
and in feveral other Places. Whether this 
Gentleman's Readers will be detenu in'd,- 
what to admit for Gojpel, by St. Taul's 
Account, or his, muft be left to them to con- 
fider. And here, 

To lay a Word of the Figurative Exprejfi- 
ons which he talks lb much of; we ought to 
be efpecially careful to retain and ftudy the 
Language and Meaning of them ; left we be 
carried to Cenliire, or Negled them, like our 
forward Author, without knowing any thing 
about them. For, indeed, thele Expreffions 
do, above any others, Demand our Attention j 
"the fame being given in a peculiar Manner to 
affift our Underftandings, even by conveying 
to our Minds, from Emblematical and Sacra- 
mental Things and A&ions obvious to our 
Senles, Ideas of thole divine and fpiritual 
Things which are not Obje&s of Senfe ; and 
which, by plain and literary Narrations or> 
Defcriptions, we cou'd not conceive: So that, 
to diveft ourfelves of thele, wou'd be to de- 
prive ourlelves of the U& and Benefit of whit 
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*s moft excellent and admirable in all Science 
human and divine ; and, in Effed, to throw 
away our Arms to expofe ourfelves naked to 
our Adverfaries. I fay, for the Realbns above 
given, as alio for this, that (if thefe ExpreflK 
ons are rightly underftoqd and taught) all the 
frivolous Obje&ions of fcorning Oppofers will 
' be no longer heard ; we ought to infift on them 
the more. However, 

• As our Saviour, convincing the Sadduces, 
(who only receiv'd the 'Pentateuch for Scrip- 
ture) anfwer'd ad Homines, to their cavilling 
Queftion, out of the 'Pentateuch ; fa, (though 
by the Way, it never was our Lord's Defign 
to give a full and perfed Account of the Rea- 
son and End of his Sufferings, before he fuf- 
fer'd, yet) have we ftore of Evidence to flop 
the Mouths of thefe Modern Sadduces (who 
do pretend to receive only the Gofpels, or fome 
icatter'd Parts of them^ for Scripture) from 
iufficiently clear Declarations of this Matter, 
occafionally given, in the G 'oj 'pels, and from the 
very Words of our Saviour himfelf (which is 
the Thing they feem much to infift upon) in a 
great Number of Places. But, one, cited in 
the Difcourfes, may fuffice, viz. The Son of 
Man came not to be minified d unto, but to 
Minifter, and to give his Life a RANSOM 
for many. Now, thefe are the very Words of 
our Lord himfelf, recorded by two Evangelifts. 
Mat. xx. 28. and Mark x. 45. And, let the 
>yhole Fraternity of Scripture-Pervert ers try 

if 
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if they carl, by any Chymiftry of theirs, trdnf* 
mute this Realbn of our Saviour's yielding him- 
felf to Death, given in the Expreffioti before 
us by himfelf, viz. to be a Ranfom ; into their 
forged Reafon, of his Dying in Defence of their 
Jirange Doffrine of fimple Repentance*, And, 
then, I will Confent that they fhall be allow'd 
to have talk'd [as they think~] licentioufly, to 
fome Purpofe; but, till then, not a Word 
they fhall fay or write, on this Argument, 
will, by my Suffrage, - merit to be heard, or 
read. 

Obferv. 3. As to what he fiys of the Apos- 
tle's Difcourfe concerning Melchifedek, Heb. 
vii. 3. It is to be obferv'd, that it was the 
Apoftle's Intention in that Difcourfe to exprefs, 
that Melchifedek ftri&ly and properly was eter- 
nal: For, that Exhibition of Melchifedek, 
made to the Patriarch Abraham and referred to 
by the Apoftle, was indeed no other than an 
Exhibition of that ¥ erf on of the Ever-Bleffed 
Trinity, who was to take Manhood to redeem 
Man, as on Occafion may at large be prov'd. 

Obferv. 4. The Pamphleteer has a deal of 
felf-contradi&ory Nonfenfe, about thpropitia-* 
tory Sacrifices of tJje Law being but Signs of 
God's propitioufnefs to penitent tinners, and no 
more; as alfb, about the propitiator}} Sacrifice 
of Chrift having been only made in Defence of 
the Doffrine of fimple Repentance, and, in no 
Propriety, for Propitiation : That is, thefe Sa- 
crifices were Propitiatory, only they were not 
C 2 'Propitiatory, 
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'Propitiatory ; or their Propitiatorinefs was for 
quite another Ufe than for Propitiation : And, 
Sacrifices themfelves were none of them, in 
any proper Senfe, Sacrifices ; but, Signs only 
of fomewhat elfe not jacrifical; there having 
never been any thing properly facrifical in the 
World. But, 

When he talk'd at this Rate, he either knew 
not what the Terms, Sacrifice, and Propitia- 
tion, meant; or hoped none of his Readers 
wou'd know ; and, fb, he might impofc upon 
them what ridiculous Comments he thought fit. 
But, fo long as the Terms, Sacrifice, 'Propi- 
tiation, Attornment, &c, do ftand in our Bibles; 
. or, indeed, in any of the Heathen Books; all 
"Perfbns of common Senfe muft know, that 
his Simple Repentance, — Repentance without 
any Attornment or Propitiation, never cou'd 
or can ftand. All Monuments of Religion, 
Ethnic, Jewijh, or Christian, are Evidence of 
the contrary to what he has endeavour'd on 
this Argument to advance. 

Obferv. 5. He ftrives to fqueeze out of the 
Words of St. Paul, a quaint Conclufion againft 
St. Paul. For thus, having explaln'd upon 
the Text, Heb. x. 4. [// is not pojjible that the 
Blood of Bulls and of Goats Jhou'd take a- 
way Sins'] that " as it is not poffible the 
" fhedding of the Blood of thefe Animals 
" fltou'd render a Sinnet lefs a Sinner than he 
" was before; or, that the fame fhou'd render 
" the Deity more propitious than he wou'do- 
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" therwife be; fo is it an ImpoJJibility in Na- 
" ture for the Blood of thele Animals to take 
" away Sins" I fay, having explain'd upon 
the above-cited Text thus, he thereupon aC- 
fumes, that " if this be the Cafe with refped 
ic of the Blood of thefe Animals, it muft e- 
iC qually be the lame, with refped of lhedding 
a of the Blood ofChrift, or of any other Blood 
u whatsoever \ it being as much an Impojjibili- 
" ty in Nature, for the Jhedding of the Blood 
" ofChrift to render a Sinner lefs a Sinner, or 
" lefs the ObjeB of God 's Difpleafure than he 
u was before ; or, that it fhou'd render God 
" more propitious than he wou 9 d otherwife be ; 
ic as it is, that the Jhedding of the Blood of 
" thofe Aqimals fhou'd do it ; and therefore is 
" it equally impjjible that the Blood of Chrift 
" fhou'd, in a ftrid and proper Senfe, take a* 
a way Sins." Was ever fuch deteftable Wref- 
ting and lnfinuating ? Does not every Child, 
that can Read, know that the Apoftle, from 
the Infufficiency of the Legal Sacrifices in them- 
felves to att one for Sins, argues the NeceJJtty of 
the one allfufficient Sacrifice of Chrift, proper- 
ly and effe&ually to Jttone for them ? But, 
perhaps, this Writer Thought, from his own 
fimpleSuppofition of the ImfoJJibility in Nature 
(as he calls it) of any Sinner's being rendred lefs 
a Sinner, or lefs the Objeff of God's Difplea- 
fure than he was before, &c. to fallen a falle 
Conclulion even on the Apoftle himfelf If fb f 
and he continues hardned, lb as not to Repent 
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ill another manner than his own Tamphlet fets 
forth ; I doubt, he muft exped one Day to have 
another kind of Reckoning to make, than 
what I am here to call him to, for that. Mean 
while, 

TowhatPurpofeis talking of his ImpoJJibi- 
lities in Nature^ when the Difcourfe is con- 
cerning Afts furpafling all the Powers of Na- 
ture ? And perform'd by him who was, and is y 
the Lord of Nature ? To reftore what had 
been decayed, and loft, in Nature ? Then, as 
for Sacrifices, the Typical ones of the Law, and 
the Real one of Chrifi ; to which (in giving 
the Rationale in general, of the Sacrifices) we 
muft add the Sacrament of the Lor its Supper \ 
the firft of thefe,*— the Typical Sacrifices were 
Memorials, for Believers, then, of the Engage- 
ment of their Surety to pay their 'Debt, and 
Cancel the Securities, given on their Part. By 
the fecond, - the real Sacrifice of Chrifi, the 
faid Debt was a&ually difchargd, and the Se- 
curities, to all that do Believe, CancePd. And, 
in the loft,— the Sacrament of the Lords Sup* 
per, fince given, we have other Memorials, 
not only of the a&ual Payment of the Debt 
and Cancelling of the Securities, as aforelaid ; 
but alio, of an Inheritance incorruptible ana 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re* 
ferved in Heaven for us. i.Tet. i. 4. And, 
by each of thefe Ads (whatfoever the Author , 
may talk) Men have been, and are made lefs 
Sinners than they were before. As, I fuppofe, 

the 
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the Author himfelf (if he had contra&ed a 
Debt which he cou'd not difcharge, but had a 
Brother, or Friend, able and willing to be- 
come his Surety, and to engage at a Day fet, 
to difdharge his tiidDebt for him) wou'd think 
himfelf lew a Debtor, even before a&ual 'Fo- 
ment, than if no luch Provifion had been made 
for him : Becaufe there wou'd be good Securi- 
ty for the Payment of his Debt, at the Time 
appointed ; and, in the mean while, his Perlbn 
wou'd be free from Arrefts and Imprilbments : 
How much more (after the aftual difcharge of 
his Debt, and Cancelling of the Securities, as a- 
bovej wou'd he lobk upon himfelf to be really 
lefs a Debtor than he was { before? But, 

I truft, I have, in the Bifcourfes, fuffici- 
ently fliewn, that his Suppofitions, of every 
Sinner's being what he is in himfelf*, and, of 
the Divine Troptioufnefs being what it is in it- 
f elf (uipon which the reft of thefe Chimera's do 
depend) are ftilj but Suppofitions, taken up upon 
Truft, without any fort of Foundation, but in 
his own Conceit j and, that thefe, therefore, 
are not, in any relped, to be admitted for 
Arguments \ much lefs for Arguments to con- 
vince even an infpired Apoftle of Reafoning 
wrong : Nor, indeed, can I imagine the Au- 
thor himfelf cou'd ever take thefe Sick-Man's 
Dreams of his for well and waking Thoughts ; 
only, having a Mind, in his fcoffing Way, to be 
Jocofe, he was willing to try if he cou'd im- 
pofc them upon his Readers for fuch. 

His 
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His other Imaginations, of a piece with the 
former, about Sacrifices and their Effects, 
thofe of the Law, u defign'd, as he talks, 
" imperfectly to point out the Divine Tropi- j 
" tioufinefs to his trueTenitents, and, by that 
" means, faintly and imperfectly \ to purge 
" their Confidences ; and, that of Chrifi once i 
u made in Confirmation of that Doctrine of 
" Repentance ; and, fo, defign'd and fitted to 
a be a prevailing Argument with many Sin- 
" ners to Repent ; by which means the faid 
" Sacrifice or Chrifi is alfb laid, in a Figura- 
" the Senfe, to render the Deity propitious to 
u Sinners, and/0 take away Sins" I fay, 
all thefe Conceits, with his, or any Alan's 
thinking, " this, or that, was all that the laid 
" Sacrifice of Chri(t coa'd POSSIBLY do/ 1 
are Hill but Thinking : And, as this Thinking a- 
gainft Revelation, proves nothing, but that 
himfelf can think any Thing, without, or 
againft, both Realbn and Evidence j fo 9 can it 
not be worth any more Thinking or Realbn- 
ing about. Only, 

For the lake of his Readers and my own, I 
will endeavour briefly to State and Anfwer 
this Quefiion, viz,. How they under the Law, 
had, and how we under the Golpel, have not, 
Confidence of Sins : Or, how the Sacrifices of 
the Law cou'd not Turge thole who worfliip'd 
God by it, lb as that they ftiou'd have no more 
Confcience of Sins : But, how the Sacrifice of 
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Chrifl hath purged the Conferences of Believers 
under the Gofpel, from Sins. Now, 

That Species of Knowledge, Perception, 
Opinion, or Perfuafion, which we call Con- 
fidence, is not barely to have Knowledge, Per- 
ception, &c. as is commonly fuppos'd, within 
a Man's f elf: By no means, but, it is to have 
luch Knowledge, Perception, &c. by fome. 
Reafon, Law, or Rule, from wfthout, refle&ed 
inward by Cogitation on the Mind; fb that, 
it properly is, what it's compound Name de* 
notes, viz, Co-Science or Co- Perception; that 
is, joint or comparative Knowledge or Percep- 
tion. Moreover, fuch Reafon, Law, or Rme y 
may be by means of fbme fenfible Indices or 
Signs given for Inftruments of Monition to a£ 
lift or direft the Mind in forming the laid Co- 
Science, or Co-Perception; as by fbme Em- 
blematical Figures, or by fome Religious 
Rites, Types, Sacraments, &c. And, in ei- 
ther of thefe Cafes, the Conscience fo form'd 
will be as the laid Law, or Rule, is ; or, as 
the faid Indices, or Signs, are. That is, it will 
accordingly be either right and exatt, or the 
contrary. For thus, St. Peter mentions Con- 
fcience of God, which purifies and fiaves; and 
St. Paul, that of Idols which defiles and de- 
ft roys. Then, Confidence of Sins, form'd by 
the reflecting of fbme outward Reafon, Law, 
or Rule, upon the Mind; or, by means of 
fome fenfible Index or Sign, as aforefaid ; may 
be either general or fpecial. ift. Con fcience of 
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Sifts fipecial, is each Man's Confidence, of each 
particular Offence or Crime committed, or in- 
curr'd by himfielfi\ whether it be to Repentance 
and ^Pardon, or to Ob duration and Condemna- 
tion, idly. Conscience, of Sins general, is 
Confidence of original Corruption of Na- 
ture y common Infirmity, Gravity, &c. Now, 
of thefe two Species of Conscience, that 
of Sins fpecial, is not taken avyay without/?^ 
pentance and particular Application, by Faith, 
of the Merits of Chrift, to the Terfion and 
Cafe (in every Inftance) of the Criminal 01 
offending Tarty : Whereas, that other Confici 
ence of Sins general, that is of original Cor- 
ruption of Ixature, Infirmity^ Travity, &c, 
common to all Mankind, is purged and done 
away, by the Merits of Chrift, to all that are 
regenerated by his Spirit in Baptifim. Thefe 
latter therefore, are thofe dead Works from 
which the Apoftle tells us, our Conferences are 
now cleanfed by the Blood of Chrift, Heb. x. 14. 
And, from which, their Confciences coudnot be 
tleanfed, by the 'Purifications of the Law : 
But, on the contrary, as the Indices or Signs, 
of the Law, generally pointed, in the nrft 
Place, at Death due to Mankind fox fuch Cor- 
ruption and Tra&ity ; to, was the Law itlelf^ 
fb far from' taking away fuch Confidence, that it 
even fix'd it the fafter in the Mind, and a- 
waken'd it the more. And, this the Pamphlet 
teer, if he had not been wilfully Bdind,wou'd 
cafily h^ve difcftyercd to haye bef n th$ Apo-? 
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ftle's Mfeatiiftg, throughout the Faflages referred 
to by himfel£ Heb. ix* 9, and x. 1. Whefe thfe 
j4poftle informs Us, in the whole, that — The 
old Tabernacle was a Figure for the Time then 
prefent, in which were offend both Gifts and 
Sacrifices, that cou'dwt make him that did the 
Service perfect , ascertaining to the CONSCL- 
ENCE ; which jtood only in Meats, and 
Drinks, and diverfe W&fbings, and Carnal 
Ordinances, imposed on them until the Ttme of 
Reformation: But, Chri ft being come an High* 
*Prieft of good things to come, by a greater and 
more ferfeff Tabernacle, not made with Hands, 
that ts to fay, not of this Building \ neither by 
the Blood of Goats and Calves, but by his own 
Blood, he enter* d in once into the Holy Tlace^ 
having obtained eternal Redemption for usi 
For, if the Blood of Bulls and of Goats, and 
the Ajhes of an Heifer fpr inkling the Uncle an $ 
Santtifyeth to the purifying of the Flefh\ how 
much more fh all the Blood of Chrift, who thro' 
the eternal Spirit, offered h'tmfelf without Spot 
to God, purge yout Confciences from dead 
Works, toferve the Living God! Thus again— 5 
For, the Law having a Shadow of good things 
to come, and not the very Image of the things ^ 
can never* with thofe Sacrifices, which they of* 
ferd Tear by Tear continually, make the comers 
thereunto perfett: For then i wou'd they not 
have ceafed to be offer' d ? Becaufe that the 
Worjhipfers once purged, fhou'd pave had no 
^/^CONSCIENCE of Sins: But, in thofe 
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Sacrifices there is a remembrance of Sins again, 
made ev'ry Tear. 

The Sum of thefe PafTages taken together is, 
that the Mofaic Law and Tabernacle were 
given to exhibit a Figure and Shadow, by In- 
dices or Signs, for the Time then prefent, of 
Purification and Redemption by Chrifit, who 
was to come : But that the fame had not in them 
the Truth and Sub fiance of that Purification 
and Redemption ; that the faid Figure and 
Shadow, — the faid Indices and Signs, flood in 
Meats, and Drinks, and divers WaJhings,2xA 
Sacrifices of flain Beafts, and other carnal Or- 
dinances ; which, for three Reafons, cou'd not 
make them that ferv'd God by them, PER- 
FECT as pertaining to CONSCIENCE, 
that is, they cou'd not, for fo many Reafons, 
Turge and take away Conscience of Infirmities 
and oins, either General or Special, ift. Becaule 
they were, or did contain in them, only Indi- 
ces or Signs of purifying the Body, but cou'd not 
teach the Soul, and therefore cou'd not Purify 
the Man but imperfe&ly. idly. Becaufe the 
Jlaying, dividing, and burning, of the Creatures 
ordered for Sacrifices, were all what the Apoftle 
terms— dead Works \ that is, they were Signs 
or Monitions of Death due for Sinsf, and fb 
kept the Confidence of the Offerers, ftill bound 
under Servitude to Sin and Death j while Con- 
fidence of Righteoufinefis and Life to be reftor'd 
by Chrifii, lay deep under the Cover and Infold- 
ing of many complex Types j and therefore 
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was not to be fcen but at a dijlance, and thro 9 
lome Exhibition of the Gate of Death, which 
was to be pafs'd in the Way to Life. m 3dly. 
Becaufe. thofe Services were order'd to be re- 
peated for Remembrance of Sins Tear by Tear\ 
fb that, they were, in Propriety, only fo marly 
Regift rations of Sins ; and, therefore, ferv'd alfd, 
in this refped, only to bind Sin ftill falter upon 
the Confidence ; but did nothing truly and ef- 
fectually to take it away. Only, by them was 
that which the Apoftle calls — the bringing in of 
a better Hope in Chriji ; who, being fince 
come an HighTrieft of good Things to come, that 
is, of true and proper Purification and Redemp- 
tion , by a greater and more perfieB Tabernacle, 
not made with Hands, not of this Building, 
(hit by the Tabernacle of his own Body railed 
from the Dead \ neither with the tSlooa of 
Goats and Calves, but with his own Blood, ts 
entered once for all into the true San&um Sanc- 
torum in Heaven, having obtained eternal Re- 
demption for us : So that, Satisfaction for Sins 
being now properly and fully made % , and, there- 
fore, needing no more to be repeated*, that 
general Confidence of Sins which had remain'd, 
as afbrefaid, under the Law ; and which, by 
all the Services of the Law, was flirr'd and 
kept more awake in the Mind-, is now done a± 
way in Chrift ; and, by that Means, all they 
'Who do now come to God thro 9 him, are pro-; 
perly Purified and made' 'Perfect, and confe- 
, cpiently, no more haye any fiich- Confidence ofi 
I. Sim.- 
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And the Book is deliver' d to him that is not 
Learned^ faying) read this, I fray thee ; and 
he faiths 1 am not Learned) Ifai. xxix. 1 i, 12. 
If Men, whofc Bufinels it is, or who do make 
it their Bufinels, to interpret Scripture ; do 
Mifunderftand, and Mifinterpret it; by what- 
fbever Means, or with whatsoever View this is ' 
done, the Crime is, in effed, the lame: Any 
way it is, declar'd to be for Punijhment and a 
Curfe unto them. Becaufe they are under no 
Neceffity of intruding into what they do not un- 
der fi and. On the contrary, it is an Apoftolical 
Precept— £tf that is Ignorant) let him be Igno- 
rant : That is, let him behave as one that is 
Ignorant^ and not pretend toknov; and explain 
what he knows not. But to return. 

Obf. 6. The Author challenges the Clergy 
to enter the Lifts of Difputation with him, and 
then advifes them, with the Authority of a 
Conqueror in Triumph) or with the Affurance 
of a Mountebank^ crying and commending of 
his TacketS) for the Future to preach to their 
Flocks reconciliation with God, not thro' 
Faith in the Redemption by Chrifi Jefus (as 
they have hitherto taken themfelves to be re- 
quired by the Holy Scriptures to do) but thro' 
his Nojlrum of Simple Repentance. As for his 
Challenge, I think, that, by his own manner of 
drawing up his Forces, and by the Order and 
Succels of his Attacks, he has only Ihewn the 
World, how Imprudent and Ralh a thing it is, 
for him that girdeth on his Harnefs, to boafl 
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himfetf as he that putt eth it of, And, for his 
Advice to the Clergy, it is to be hoped, the 
Clergy do not ftand in need of any Direction 
or Charge of HIS, in what Manner they ought 
to preach Chriftianity to their feveral Audito- 
ries ; and, that fane of them will repay his 
Civility, and give him alfb a little Advice in 
their Turns. In particular, I think, they may 
very well Counfel him, (when he undertakes 
again to Comment on the Holy Scriptures) to 
confidcr, what he is about : And, as he has been 
a Putter of previous S^fftions y they may fur- 
ther advife him, to remember, that there is one 
Queftion previous to all that he hath, or can 
put, viz. Whether God hath given a Written 
Revelation of his Will to Mankind? And, if 
he has done £o, that there may yet be a QueC* 
tion or two befides, ftill previous as to (this 
Author) himfelfj viz. Whether he can read, 
and underftand) the Writings in which that 
Revelation is contained ; as alio whether he has 
a Mind fincerely and truly to reprefent their 
Senfe ? For my felf, I muft freely declare, that 
he appears to me to have begun his Work at 
the wrong End. He hath taken upon him to 
Write Commentaries on the Holy Scriptures 
without having learn'd to read and underftand 
them : And, tor that little of them which he 
imagines he does underftand, in his loofe way 
of reading them, by Scraps and fcatter'd Pa£- 
fages, from TranJIations and Commentaries, he 
appears only to have ftudied, by all the little 
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Ways and Means in his Power, to mifrefrtjent 
and pervert them : So, on both the Accounts 
jnention'd by the Trophet above cited, that 
divine Science is placed wholly out of his 
reach. The Book to him is Sealed: And he 
alio is unlearned. My Meaning is not, that I 
look upon him to be Deficient in any of thole 
Parts of Human Learning which are now moft 
in Falhion. On the contrary (notwithftand- 
ing he, of his extream Modefty, Socrates like, 
profeffes himfelf to be wholly ignorant of fbme 
Jafhionable Parts of Learning) I do believe 
him. to be Mafter of them all to a very eminent 
Degree. I look upon him to be a moft skilful 
Critic in the Greek and Latin ClaJJicks^ a choice 
Hiftorian, a {mart Declaimed a ready and 
elegant Writer^ a profound Thilojbpber, a fubtlc 
Dtfputanty an able Cafuift^ and a confummate 
Totitician. But, with all thefe, and, perhaps 
twenty Accomplishments more, he is ftill a 
Stranger to the chief Words and Terms of the 
Holy Scriptures, and to the Method of convey- 
ing Ideas generally made ufe of in the Sacred 
Oracles, by Symbolical or Typical^ and Sacra- 
mental Defivnations of the Divine Perlbns, 
Things, and Adions ; a Method, which was 
pbfery'd throughout the Old Teftament^ and 
hath/ in a vaft number of Hints and References, 
been copied in the New^ which was once 
jrightly known and underftood, by all Believers; 
yas for a Time univerfally mimick'd by the 
Heathens j was by them, afterwards, for the 
' ' moft 
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hioft part confounded and loft ; was ftill after 
that, iuppos'd to have been retained in its 
greateft Perfe&ion by the old Enemies of God's 
People, the Egyptians ; and, among them was 
hunted after, for many^Ages, by the boafted 
Wife Men and Thilofophers of the Grecians^ 
which has now, for ieveral Centuries paft, 
been ftrangely perverted by forne Chrijiian 
Churches *, and as ftrangely negle&ed by Others \ 
and which is^ at length, totally loft to the mi~ 
ferable Followers of Arius and Socinus ; nor 
can be retained of recover'd by any, without 
an honeft and affiduous Study of the original 
Scriptures ; againft which many have never- 
thclefs, coriceiv'd fuch an unaccountable c Pnju- 
dice, that they will rather fuffer any Van* ??? % 
Forgeries ', and even Infults, upon the moft facred 
and momentous Truths, to pais, than take the 
rieceffary Pains in the ftudy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, to inform themfelves and others better, 
there muft furely be fomq ftrange Infatuation 
that is the Caufe of this ; of which T will not 
ftand to make Enquiry now. One thing only I 
wou'd beg leave to recommend to the ferious 
Confideratio'n of fome ingenious, and, I hope, 
otherwise well-difpofed Verfons among us ; viz* 
Whether the Preaching up of certain Offices 
of Morality, as the fame do ftand fct off in 
Heathen Books, and upon Heathen, not Chris- 
tian Principles, has not been very inftrumental 
in introducing thofe Depravations in Religion, 
and even in Morals themfelves, which are now 
E a fo 
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fa much the Burden and GriefJ and hereafter 
will be no lefs the Shame and Reproach, of our 
Times : And, whether it be not high Time to 
Preach up Jujiification, and the necefftty of a 
good Life, not upon the Footing of our natural 
Abilities) not of the fuppos'd Terfettion and 
Lovelinefs of Virtue in itfelf (tho* this was to- 
lerably offerVJ by thole poor Guejffers among 
the Heathens, who, perhaps, knew of little 
or nothing further) but* thro* the Redemption 
"that is by Chriji J ejus; for the Hope that is 
jit bejore us ; for the Love of God our exceed- 
ing great Reward^ and, as we are become 
Debtors to the Holy Spirit for our Santfifica- 
tion : On all which Accounts and Confiderati- 
ons, by all which Helps and Means, we now 
have all poflible Encouragement to lead not 
Moral Lives only, but Spiritual, even in 
that Turif cation of ourfehes from all Jilthi- 
nefs of Flejb and Spirit, which becomes thofe 
who have Means given them, of being made 
the Children of God, and Tartakers of the 
Divine. Nature. 

The Philofbphers, by whofc Writings many 
have been drawn away from this falutary Me* 
thod of Inftru&ion, did (with a Glare of Wit 
and Eloquence, too apt to dazzle and miflead) 
by the Efforts of their Reaf&n, deliver them- 
ielves from fome Mifrakesy but to intangle 
themfelves in more. They cou'd fee that the 
fabulous Gods, and popular Rites of Worftiip, 
were Vanities and Abominations :. But, either 
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not knowing, or relblving not to own, what 
GOD was; or whether he regarded Men's 
A&ions ; or cou'd, or wou'd, influence their 
Minds to Good ; they ftumbled, upon either a 
felf-fufficient Virtue , or, upon a certain ener- 
getic Mind or Wifdom ; or, upon a blind and 
inexorable Fate ; or, upon a roving and uncer- 
tain G#dw<tf; or, upon a fuppos'd eternal, ani- 
mated, and intelligent Nature. Either a 5PA/- 
Jical Deity diffus'd thro' this Syftcm; or, a 
blind and inert One, out of it ; or, no Deity 
at all, was the upfhot of their Searches after 
GOD. If we really needed any fDire&ions, 
what cou'd it profit us" to have recourle to fuch 
Blind Guides? But, thanks be to God, we do 
need none : God himfelf (to put an End to our 
miferable Wandrings) having revealed to us all 
neceflary Science Natural, Human, and Divine, 
except only thofe Mechanic Arts, which Men 
by their common Sagacity and Indujlry, are a- 
ble to find out for themfelves. And, why 
fliou'd not this content us ? Certainly, if we 
do at all regard the Divine Revelation, it was 
given to content us at our Peril ; the Apoftle 
having, by the Spirit of God, exprefly entered 
his Caveat againft all Tagan % Jewijb, or other 
Human, Thilofofhy, and Tradition. — Beware 
left any Man [foil you thro* Thilofofihy, and 
vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, after 
the Rudiments of the World, and not after 
Chrifi, CoL ii. 8, 

It 
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It might be fomewhat Excufable^ juft aftef 
the Time of Confufion by the great Rebel-* 
lion, to fall into the way of Moral Orations, 
dnd Effays : Good Men had theft been for- 
feited with hearing nothing but the fan&ified 
*Phrafe of the Gofpel in People's Mouths, 
while they law none but Ads of Rapine and 
Violence in their Hands, and thought they 
cou'd not take a better Courfe to Reformation, 
than by Counfelling them to have lefs'of Reli- 
gion and the Grace of God in their Talk, till 
they ftiew'd more of Moral and Social Virtue 
in their Anions. And, hence, their frequent 
LeEtures of Morality. But, this Method of 
Teaching, efpecially with Omiffion, for the moft 
Part, of Points properly Chriftian -, cou'd not 
belong Convenient : In Fa&,itfbonprov'd/&«r/«- 
ful: The People were generally Sick with the 
lame Loathing ; and, to avoid that Extream of 
Enthufiafm, (as many of their Fathers had be- 
fore done the Other of Superftition) they re- 
iblv'd to have nothing that cou'd be thought 
to carry the leaft Air and Appearance of any 
thing like it ; and, fo fell back into every Ne* 
gation of Chriftianity. How far they have been 
furnifh'd with Arguments to countenance the 
feveral Delufions they have fallen into fince, 
from the moralizing InfyruBions of fbme, who, 
I hope intended no fuch thing, wou'd be un- 
grateful to me to Remark. But every Body 
who will obferve, muft fee, that we have now 
almoft run our full Length in Pagan Refine- 
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ments ; .a id, that (if we dp n6t quit thefe 
Vanities, and betake ourfelves, tho* with lefs 
Ornament and Flourijb, to fpelk things be- f 

coming found Doctrine) Arians, Telagians^z P S c 
Socinians, and Deifls, Armjes worfe than of- / ip" 
Locufts! will beardown all before them, and y ij i"*> 
we cannot long fubfift & Christians. Therefore^ * - ;" - 

Let us not any longer feek to eftablifh every ' 
one his own Wifdom ; but, let us renounce om^ 
Jelves, and diligently fiudy, and htfmbly fub* 
mit ourfelws to be guided by, the Wifdom of 
GOD reveal' d to us in his Word the Holy 
Scriptures. And, 

May the All-Powerful and Gracious God 
(who caused his Light to /bine out ofDarknefs) 
fhine in upon our Hearts, to give to us the 
light of the Knowledge of the Glory of God ; 
which glorious Light, taking off that Veil of 
the Coverings expelling thote Mifts of Error 
and Ignorance, other wife cafi aver all FLefb, 
is now irradiated upon all that do believe 
from the Face of J ejus Chriji, by his Holy 
Spirit. Tq whom, with the Father, and the 
fame Spirit, be aforib'd all Tower, and Riches, 
and Wifdom, and Honour, and Glory, and 
Blejjmg, by every Creature in Heaven, and 
on the Earth, %nA under the Earth, both now 
and for ever. Amen. 

I thought I had here made an End : But, 
Reading the Difcourfes and Supplement thus 
fix, a few Days before I defiga*d to commit 
them to the Prefs, with a Friend, to whole 

good 



good Principles and Judgment I pay a great 
Deference ; he told me, there were fome Ex- 
preflions in them, on the Subjeds of God's 
fufficient Grace and Man's Free Agency \ againft 
which he thought fome Friends of the Clergy 
wou'd take Exceptions ; to which I anfwer'd 
him, Then what muft alio be my Apology, 
hereafter, to fuch Friends of the Clergy (if any 
fuch there be) that I had taken due Care to 
guard the Truth in relation to thefe Points, 
by inferring fatisfaftory Diftin&ions in proper 
Places upon them ; that it wou'd at leaft ap- 
pear to every attentive and impartial Reader, 
that I had advanced nothing on thofe Heads 
but what I found warranted by exprefs Autho- 
rity of Holy Scripture^ and for which I had 
alfo produc'd that Authority for my Juftifica- 
tion ; and that, therefore, if this were difagree- 
able to any, I ftiou'd be forry for it, but cou'd 
not help it ; that if, by any Books or Wri- 
tings now in Vogue, fome of the Clergy had 
been led to think otherwife on thefe Subje&s, 
than is Reveal' d in Holy Scripture^ it muft be 
their Part to Confider, and, on better Informa- 
tion from that Word which muft be Decifive 
both to them and me, to correct their Miftakes ; 
but, that I can have no Allowance, (out of 
refpeft either of Perfons or commonly received 
Notions) to advance one Tittle on thefe, or any t 
other Subjeft of Revelation, contrary to what 
is Reveal d. I hereto added, that what I had 
delivered on thefe, as well as on the main Subjed 
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of my Difcourfes, was agreeable to what our firft , 
Reformers Taught, and to thofe Articles and 
Homilies, which both they and I have Sub- 
fcrib'd, and, by fo Subfcribing, are properly 
diftinguifli'd as Minifters of the Church of 
England; and that, therefore, if any Friends 
of the Clergy, as aforefaid, fhall cenfure me 
on that Account, they will make themfelves 
doubly culpable, ift, As Chrifiians, in ad- 
vancing or admitting Tenets contrary to the 
Goffel of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
And, idly, as ^Paftors of the faid Clnirch of 
England, in contradicting fuch their own Sub- 
scriptions. Thus far I ventur'd in my Defence 
to my Friend, then, from a general Knowledge 
and Remembrance of the main Tenor of our Ho- 
milies only, without having particularly coiv 
iiilted, or indeed lb much as thought of, what 
was, or was not, ftated in the fame, while J 
wascompofing thefe Difcourfes: But, reflecr 
ting fince, on what had pafled in that Converr 
fation, I thought it might be proper, for my 
fuller Apology to the Reader, purpofely to 
go over the Homilies on Repentance, good 
Works, &c. to fhew in a more particular man- 
ner, by Citations from the Homilies themfelves, 
how I have in the Difcourfes above, as to all 
the main Points, fallen into the fame way of 
Explanation, that thofe Fathers of our Church, 
who were the Compofers of thofe excellent 
Sermons, had, fb long before me done; and, 
that I can, therefore, have no reafbnable Caufe 
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to fear the Cenfure, but may well hope to* 
the favourable Opinion, and kind Encourage- 
ment of all found Christians and true Pa/tors 
of our Cljurch, in my diiinterefied Endeavours 
to ferve the common Caufe of Catholkk Chrif- 
tianity, and of our National Church. 

And, what I fhall cite from the faid Horrti- 
lies, may be difpos'd under two principal 
Heads, vix. 

ift. Of our Natural and Spiritual Powers, 
and, of Salvation by Chrift, in general. 

idly. Of the Virtue or Grace of Rejteni ance y 
the Subjeft of the above Difcourfes, in parti- 
cular. And, • 

ift. Concerning our Natural Towers, and 
the Power of Regeneration by the Holy Sprit 
n us; in the nrft Part of the Sermon for 
Whit-Sunday, p. 209. we find they have faid— 
it is the Holy Ghoft, and no other Thing 
that doth quicken the Minds of Men, ftfr- 
ring up good and godly Motions in their 
Hearts, which are agreeable to the Will and 
Commandment of GOD, fuch as other wifp 
of their own crooked and perverfe Nature 
they fliould never have. That which is 
Born of the Spirit is Spirit. As who fhould 
fay, Man of his own Nature is Flefhly and 
Carnal, and Corrupt and Naught, Sinful and 
Difobedient to GOD, without any fpark 
of Goodnefs in him, without any virtuous 
or godly Motion, only given to evil Thoughts 
and wicked Deeds. As for the Works of 
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44 the Spirit, the Fruits of Faith, charitable 
44 and godly Motions, if he have any at all in 
44 him j they proceed only of the Holy Ghoft; 
44 who is the only Worker of our San&ifica- 
44 tion, and maketk us new Men in Chrift 
44 Jefus." Thus, 

In the firft Part of the Sermon of the Mi- 
fery of Man, p* 8. they fay^ that " Saint 
44 'Paul in many Places painteth lis out in our 
44 Colours, calling us, the Children of the 
44 Wrath of GOD, when we be Born : 
44 Saying alfo that we cannot think a good 
44 thought of ourfelves ; much lefs can we fay 
44 well, or do \vell of ourfelves." So again in 
the fecond Part of the fame, p. 1 1. " in our- 
44 felves (as of ourfelves) we find nothing 
44 whereby we may be deliver^ from this mi- 
44 ferable Captivity, into which we were caft 
44 through the Envy of the Devil, by break- 
44 ing of GOIXs Cdmmandmctits : In our firft 
44 Parent Adam we lire all become unclean, but 
44 we all are riot able to cleanfe ourfelves^ nor 
44 to make one another of us clean. We are 
44 by. Nature the Children of GOD's Wrath, 
44 but we are not able to make ourfelves the 
44 Children and Inheritors of GOD's Glory ." 
Thus, alfo, in the firft Sermon of the Salvation 
of Man only by Chrift our Saviour, p. 14. 
" three things muft go together in our Juftifi- 
" cation : Upon GOD's Part, his great Mercy 
44 and Grace: Upon Chrift 9 s Part, Jufticc, 
14 that is, the Satisfaction of GOD's Jufticc, or 
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the Price of our Redemption, by the offer- 
ing of his Body, and fhedding of his Blood, 
with fulfilling of the Law perje&ly and 
throughly : And* upon our Part, true and 
lively Faith in the Merits of Jefus Chrift 
which yet is not ours, but by God's work- 
ing in us ; lb that in our Juftification, is not 
only God's Metey and Grace, but alfb his 
Juftice, which~the Apoftle calls the Rfght- 
eoufnefs of God ; and it confifteth in paying 
our Kanfbm and fulfilling of the Law : And 
fb the G^gce of God doth not fliut out 
the Jujtice of God in our Juftification, but 
only lhutteth out xhzjuflke of Man, that is to 
fay, the Juftice of our Works, as to be Merits 
of deferving our Juftification." And again at 
the Conclufion of the fame Sermon— u whereas 
all the World was not able to pay any part to- 
wards their Ranfom, it pleafed God of his 
infinite Mercy, without any of our deferving, 
to prepare for us the moft precious Jewels of 
Chri/i's Body and Blood, whereby our Ran- 
fbm might be fully paid, the Law fulfilled, 
and his Juftice fully fatisfied. So that 
Chrift is now the Righteoufhefs of all them 
that truly do believe in him* He for them 
paid their Ranfoms by his Death. He lor 
them fulfilled the Law in his Life. So that 
now, in him, and by him, every true Chris- 
tian Man may be called a fulfiller of the 
Law, forafmuch as that which their Infir- 
mity lacked, Chrift's Juftice hath fupplied." 
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In the third Part of the fame Sermon, p. 1 8, 
they diftinguifh how Faith, and Faith only, 
without Works, is faid to Juftify us — " the 
44 Very true meaning of this Propofition, that 
i4 we be juftified by Faith in Chrift only (ac- 
* 4 cording to the meaning of the old ancient 
14 Authors) is this : We put our Faith in Chrift, 
44 that we be juftified by him only, that we 
" be juftified by God's free Mercy, and the 
44 Merits of our Saviour Chrift only, and by 
44 no Virtue or good Works of our own that 
44 is in us, or that we cart be able to have, or to 
44 do, for to deferve the feme ; Chrift himfelf 
i4 only being the Caufe meritorious thereof." 
And again a little lower— 44 Truth it is, that 
44 our own Works do not juftify us, to fpeak 
44 properly of our Juftification (that is to lay) 
44 our Works do not merit or deferve Remiffi- 
44 on of our Sins, or make us of unjuft, juft 
44 before God : But God of his own Mercy, 
44 thro' the only Merit and Defervings of his! 
" Son Jefus Chrift, doth juftify us/' And, 
a little after, " forafmuch as it is all one Sen- 
4 g tence in effeft, to fay, Faith without Works, 
" and, only Faith doth juftify us ; therefore 
" the old ancient Fathers of the Church, from 
44 time to time have uttered our Juftification 
44 by this Speech, only Faith juftifieth us ; 
44 meaning none other thing than Saint *Paul 
44 meant, when he faid, Faith without Works 
44 juftifieth us." By all this they underftood, 
that Faith is that by which we do afpre* 
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hend and apply the Juftificatkm of Chrifi, ancl 
therefore Faith is, inftrumentally, that, on our 
Part, which doth ju/iify. And therefore alib^ 
is it that which giveth a Value to any of our 
other Works, and without which, none of 
thofe Works can be good or acceptable in the 
Sight of God. Thus, in the Sermon of good 
Works, p* 30. they have declar'd, that <c with-* 
" out Fakh can no good Work be done, ac- 
u cepted, and pleafant unto God." And, a 
little lower from St. Aujlin, " we muft fet no 
" good Works before Faith, nor think that 
" before Faith a Man can do any good Works: 
" For, fuch Works, although they feem unto 
" Men to be Praife-worthy, yet indeed they 
" be but vain, and not allow'd before God." 
Moreover, in their Explanation of the Diftinc- 
tion above of Faith alone, without Works, 
juftifying; the Compofers of the Homilies^ 
meant, not that Men fhould be juftified by 
Faith, being themfelves, at the fame Time, 
void and deftitute of Works j but, that having 
Works alfo, not fuch their Works, but their 
Faith only fliall be allow 'dot reckon *d to them 
as fome thing valuable on their Part, and in- 
ftrumental, in God's gracious Acceptance, to 
their Juftification. And, thus far Man may % 
but it alfo is of Mercy that he may thus far 
pretend. I come now, 

idly. Tq Citations on the Virtue or Grace? 
of Repentance, the Subjed in particular of the 
above Dilcourfes. And, iffj that the Ratio- 
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nale of this Virtue or Grace confifts in our 
turning or returning to GOD, our Homilifts 
have declar'd in the firft Part of the Homily of 
Repentance, p. 257, where, difcourfing from 
the Words of the Prophet Joel— therefore alfo 
nowy faith the Lord y return unto rne^ &c. 
they fay. u Hereby, it is given us to under- 
" ftand, that we have hereby a perpetual Rule 
" appointed unto us, which ought to be ob- 
" ferv'd and kept at all Times ; and, that there 
u is none other way whereby the Wrath of 
" God may be pacified, that the Fiercenefs of 
" his Fury, and the Deftru&ion, which by his 
" righteous Judgment he had determined to. 
* c bring upon us, may depart, be removed, and 
" taken away. Where he faith, but now there- 
u fore, return unto me ; it is not without 
" great Importance that the Prophet fpeaketh 
" To" And, in the next Page, to diftinguilh 
clearly the Manner and Means of this returning • 
it is faid — in " thefe Words, he (the Prophet) 
* c comprehendeth all manner of things that can 
" be fpoken of Repentance, which is a return- 
" in g a g a *n of the whole Man unto God, 
^ from whom we be fallen away unto Sin. 
^ c But, that the whole Difcourfe thereof, may 
" be the better born away, we fhall firft 
a confider in order, four principal Points, 
* c that is, from what we muft return, to whom 
" we muft return, by whom we may be able 
* 4 to Convert , and the Manner how to turn to 
* GOD," And, a little lower, for the Means 
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and Manner—" but this muft be done by 
" Faith : for fith that God is a Spirit, he can 
" by no other Means be apprehended and taken 
u hold upon. Wherefore, firft, they do great- 
" ly err, which do not return unto God, but 
ic unto the Creatures, or unto the Inventions 
" of Men, or unto their own Merits : Se- 
" condly,they which do begin to return to the 
" Lord, and do faint in the mid-way. Third- 
ic ly, becaufe we have of ourfelves nothing to 
" prefent us to GOD, and do no Jefs flee from 
" him after our Fall, than our firft Father 
" Adam did ; who, when he had finned, did 
" feek to hide himfelf from the Sight of 
u GOD : We have need of a Mediator for to 
" bring, and reconcile us, unto him, who for 
" our Sins is angry with us: The lame is 
11 Jefus Chrift, who being true and natural 
" GOD, equal, and one of Subftance with the 
" Father, did take upon him our frail Nature, 
u that he might be a Mediator betwixt GOD 
<c and us, and pacify his Wrath. Of him 
" doth the Father himfelf fpeak from Heaven, 
€i laying, this is my well beloved Son, in whom 
" I am well pleafed. And-he himfelf in his 
" Gofpel doth fay, J am the Way, the Truth, 
u and the Life ; no Man cometh unto the Fa- 
" ther but by me. For he alone did with the 
" Sacrifice of his Body and Blood, make Sa- 
" tisfaftion unto the Juftice of God for our 
" Sins. The Apoftles do teftify, that he was 
" exalted for to give Repentance and RemiJ/ion 

of 



cc of Sins unto Ifrael. Both which things he 
" hirnfeif did command to be preactid in his 
" Name. Therefore are they greatly deceived 
" that preach Repentance without Chrift, and 
" teach the Simple and Ignorant that it con- 
" fifteth only in the Works of Men. They 
cc may indeed {peak many things of good 
" Works, and of amendment of Life and 
u Manners; but without Chrift they bewail 
iC vain and unprofitable ; they that think they > 
cc have done much of themfclvcs towards Re- 
a pentance, are fo much more the farther from 
" GOD, becaufe they do feck thofe things in 
a their own Works and Merits, which ought 
a only to be fought in our Saviour Jefus 
" Chrift, and in the Merits of his Death, 
a Paflion and Blood-fhedding." Again, 

That fimfle Sorrowing is not true or a~ 
vailing Repentance, they are exprefs, in the. 
{econd Part of the Sermon of Repentance., 
p. 267. where they fay, " The third Part of 
" Repentance is Faith, whereby we do appre- 
" hend and take hold upon the Prom lies of 
a GOD touching the free Pardon and For- 
" givenefs of our Sins: Which Promiles zrc 
"' foaled up unto us, \Vith the Death and 
" Blood-fhedding of his Son 'jefus ChrijL For, 
" what fhould it avail and profit us to be 
" forry for our Sins, and to lament and bowail 
" that we have offended our mofc bou:it:ous 
" and mercifu} Father, or to confeis r»^ ■ ac- 
knowledge cur Offences and TrclbaOes, 
• G u tho' 
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Cc tho* it be done never fo earneftly, unlefs we 
4 do ftedfaftly believe, and be fully perfuaded, 
* that GOD for his Son Jefus Chrift's fake 
li will forgive us all our Sins, and put them 
<c ouf of his Remembrance, and from his Sight! 
u Therefore they that teach Repentance with- 
ic out a lively Faith in our Saviour Jefus 
cc Chrift, do teach none other but Judas Repen- 
" tance : For Judas was fbrrowful and heavy, 
" yea was filled with fuch Anguifti and Vexa- 
" tion of Mind for what he had done, that he 
u cou'd not abide to live any longer : But he 
'• was caft away, becaufe he wanted Faith, 
" whereby he did defpair of the Mercy and 
u Goodnefs of God. It is evident and plain 
" then, that although we be never fb earneft- 
c< ly lorry for our Sins, acknowledge and 
cc confefs them ; yet all thefe things fhall be 
u but means to bring us to utter Defparation, 
cc except we do ftedfaftly believe, that God our 
" Heavenly Father will for his Son Jefus 
" Chrift's fake, pardon and forgive us our Of- 
" fences, &c. Therefore, as we faid before, 
" they that teach Repentance without Chrift, 
" and a lively Faith in the Mercy of GOD, 
" do only teach Cain's or Judas Repentance." 
Moreover, 

That our Repentance, to make it efiedual, 
muft be by our becoming New Creatures^ they 
add a little lower, " They that do truly Re- 
" pent, muft be clean altered and changed, 

they 
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u they muft become new Creatures, 8fc." And, 
in the next Page, 

" The Penance that Chrift enjoyn'd Sinners, 
Cc was, Go thy way and Sin no more. Which 
44 Penance we fliall never be able to fulfil, 
cC -without the fpecial Grace of him that doth 
<c lay, Without me ye can do nothing. It is 
* c therefore our Parts, if at leaft we be defi- 
* c rous of the Health and Salvation of our owm 
a Souls, moft earneftly to pray unto our Hea- 
" venly Father, to alfift us with his Holy 
" Spirit, that we may be able to hearken unto 
" the Voice of the true Shepherd, and with 
" due Obedience to follow the fame." Fur- 
thermore, • 

That it is not in our Power of ourfelvea 
to Repent, they fay further, in the third Part 
of the Sermon on Repentance, p, 273. " When 
" thou art either by the preaching of God's 
a Word, or by fbme inward Motion of his 
Holy Spirit, or elfe by fbme other Means, 
call'd to Repentance, negled not the good 
Occafion that is miniftred unto thee, left 
when thou wouldft Repent, thou have not 
" the Grace for to do it. For, to Repent is a 
good Gift of God, which he will never 
grant unto them, who living in carnal Se- 
curity, do make a Mock of his Threatning, 
or feek to rule his Spirit as they lift, as 
though his Working and Gifts were tyed 
" unto their Will." And, above, at the 
" Conclufion of the firft Sermon on the fame, 
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p. 263. " Wc muft beware, that we do in no 
" wile thitiK in our Hearts, that we are able 
" to repent aright, or to turn effectually unto 
" the Lord by our own Might and Strength. 
" For this muft be verified in all Men: 
cc I Tit bout 7ue ye can do nothing. And, of 
u ourielvcs we are not able lb much as 
" to think a good Thought. And, it is 
" God that worketh in us both the Will 
"and the Deed. For this Caufe, though 
" Jeremy had faid before, If thou wilt return ' 
" O Ifrael, return unto me, faith the Lord: 
" Yet afterwards he iaith, Turn thou me, O 
" Lord, and I jhall be turned, for thou art 
" the Lord my God. And therefore, that Holy 
" Writer and ancient Father Ambrofe doth 
a plainly affirm, that the turning of the Heart 
" unto GOD, is of GOD ; as the Lord him- 
" felfdotlxteftifie by his Prophet, fay ing,And 
u I will give thee an Heart to know me, that 
c . c / am the Lord, and theyfhall be my -People, 
" and 1 will be their GOD ; for they Jhall 
" return unto me with their whole Heart. 
" Thcic things being confider'd,let usearneft- 
" ly pray unto the living God our Heavenly 
" Father, that he will vouchlafe by his Holy 
" Spirit, to work a true and unfeigned Repen- 
" tance in us, that after the painful Labours 
" and Travels of this Life, we may live eter- 
" naliy with his Son Jefus Chrifh" 

Neither have they omitted to mention the 
good Influence which this Doctrine of our Ac- 
ceptance 
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ceptance by Fakh, naturally has upon Men's 
Lives and Manners, with the Evil of the contra- 
ry. In the fecond Part of the Sermon of Salvation, 
p. id.thpy lay, " This Saying, that we be jufti- 
" fied by Faith only, freely, and without Works, 
" is fpoken for to take away clearly all Merit 
" of our Works, as t>eing unable to deferve 
44 our Juftification at God's Hand ; thereby 
" nioft plainly to exprefs the Weaknefs of 
" Man and the Goodnefs of GOD ; the great 
" Infirmity of ourfelves, and the Might and 
" Power of GOD ; the Imperfe&nefs of our 
" own Works, and the moft abundant Grace 
" of our Saviour Chrift ; and, therefore, wholly 
a to alcribe the Merit of our Juftification un- 
" to Chrift and his moft precious Blood-fhed- 
" ding. This Faith, the Holy Scripture teach- 
" eth us, is the ftrong Rock and Foundation of 
" Chriftian Religion; this Do&rine all ancient 
" Authors of Chrift's Church do approve ; 
" this Dodfaine advanceth and fetteth forth 
" the true Glory of Chrift, and beateth down 
" the Vain-glory of Man; this whofoever 
" denyeth is not to be accounted for a Chrif- 
" tian Man, nor for a fetter forth of Chrift's 
" Glory, but for an Adverfary to Chrift and 
" his Gofpel, and for a letter forth of Men's 
" Vain-glory." And again, p. 20. u Thefe 
" great and merciful Benefits of GOD (if they 
" be well confidered) do neither minifter unto 
" us occafion to be Idle and to live without 
" doing any good Works, nor yet ftirreth us 
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u up by any means to do evil Things : But^ 
cc contrary wife, if we be not defperate Perfbns, 
<c and our Hearts harder than Stones, they do 
<c move us to render ourfelves wholly unto 
" GOD, with all our Will, Heart, Might, 
c< and Power, to ferve him in all good Deeds, 
cc obeying his Commandments during our 
Cc Lives, to feefc in all things his Glory and 
il Honour, not our fenfual Pleafures and Vain- 
<c glory, evermore dreading willingly to offend 
* c fueh a merciful God, and loving Redeemer, 
■* in Word, Thought, or Deed. And the faid 
€i Benefits to God deeply confider'd, move us 
Cc for his fake alfb, to be ever ready to give 
<c ourfelves to our Neighbours, and as much 
i6 as lieth in us, to ftudy with all our Endea- 
ic vour to do good to every Man. Thefe be^ 
ic the Fruits of true Faith, to do good as much 
u as lieth in us to every Man, and in all things 
€i to advance the Glory of GOD, of whom 
Cc only we have our Sanftification, Juftifica- 
" tion, Salvation, and Redemption." 

Moreover, to teach that Men have been 
ever ready (notwithftanding fo many exprefs 
Declarations of God in his Word to the con- 
trary) to fet up their own Inventions and Devi- 
ces, inftead of the only faving Method by 
Faith in our Redeemer : In the fecond Part of 
the Sermon of good Works, p. 33. they lay, 
" The Blindnefs and Malice of Man, even 
" from the Beginning, hath ever been ready 
" to fall from GOD's Commandment. He 

gave 
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: gave Credit unto the Woman feduccd by 
' the Serpent ; and fo followed his own Will* 
' and left GOD's Commandments : And, evet 
4 fince that Time, all that came of him, have 
c been fo blinded through original Sin, that 
c they have been ever ready to fall from GOD 
:c and his Law, and to Invent a new way to 
x Salvation by Works of their own Device : 
" So that once almoft all the World, forfaking 
" the true Honour of the only eternal living 
" GOD, wandred about their own Phantafies j 
" worftiipping fbme, the Sun, the Moon, the 
" Stars ; fome, Jupiter, Juno, Satumus, A* 
« folio, &c." 

Thus I have gone thro' the Homilies to 
our prefent Purpofe, and fliewn, by the plain- 
eft Citations from thence, that there is no 
Point of Doftrine treated of in thefe Difcourfes, 
but what is conformable to the faid Homilies. 
It is well enough known, the pth, ioth, i ith, 
1 2th, 13th, 1 8th, and 27th, of the Articles of 
Religion do affirm the fame. And, if I had Time 
to go over in like manner the Primitive 
Writers, it wou'd appear, that I have alio 
their univerfal Content. All Catholic Chrifti- 
ans have, in all Ages, gone upon one and the 
lame Plan and Scheme of Do&rines, in relation 
to the Means of our Acceptance with the Deity, 
by faith in the Redemption thrd Chrijt, with 
the gracious Influence of the Holy Sprit. If, 
therefore, there be any Difficulty or feeming 
Incongruity in the manner of declaring or 

explaining 
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-explaining this Scheme, or any Part of it, by 
any former Member, or colle&ive Body, of the 
Catholic Church ; it muft be the Bufinefs of 
thole that come after, to endeavour, by right 
and fit Illuftrations and Diftin&ions, more fully 
and clearly to explain and reconcile the lame ; 
and not, from fbme hafty and pra-conceiv'd 
Diftafte, to fly away from the very Plan and 
Scheme itfelf^ unexamin'd, and take fhelter in 
their own rafh Opinions and Conceits. There 
may, for the Purpofe, be fome Difficulty in 
reconciling the fecming Contrariety that is be- 
twixt God's all-fufficient Grace, Election, Spi- 
ritual Influences, &c. and Man's Free- Agency*, 
as alio betwixt Faith as it is Man's Aft, and as 
it is the Gift of God. But, one is not from 
thence to conclude, that they are not to be 
reconciled at all ; and, fb run into the Extream 
either of absolute and unconditional Decrees, 
whereby nothing is left for Man to do ; or, of 
felf-fufficient natural Towers, whereby Man 
is fuppofed to be able of himfelf to do every 
thing. But, when we fpeak of Man's Free- 
Agency, and of the Operations of God's Grace, 
or of his Decrees, Election, &c. (not to take 
up Conciufions fupcrficially, and at a Venture) 
we fhou'd confider, and Rate the Cafe of Man, 
as Man from the Beginning was, or is ; viz. 
as Man was, either at his Creation ; Or, under 
the Condition of his Fall j Or, after his Repa- 
ration under Tramife of a Redeemer : Or, as 
he is now fince his aftttal Redemption : As he 
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fell is by Nature, unregenerated : Or, as he ii 
by Grace, regenerated. For, we are to remem- 
ber, that Man fince the Creation, has under-* 
gone fcveral Changes of Condition ; which alfb 
have beeri follow'd by feveral faitable Changes 
of Difpenfation to him, and of Tower or Abi- 
lity in him. It may, therefore, be of ufe to 
take a View of thefc his feveral Conditions j 
viz. as Man was, i/?< From his Creation to his 
Fall. idly. As he was, from his Fall, to his Re- 
f oration in Hope. idly. As he was from his 
faid Rejioration in Hope, till his aftual Redemp* 
tion by Chrifl. And qthly. As he hath been, from 
his aBual Redemption tyChrifl, until now. All 
which Particulars, to avoid Confufion, may be 
confider'd in fo many diftind Chapters. 

CHAP. I. 

Of the Condition of Man from his Creation to 
his Fall ; and thereafter, of fome Tointi 
common to his State both then and fince. 

MAN was created, both in his Soul and in 
his Body, Upright and Innocent ; and (tho' 
not left to himlelf without Means from the Be- 
ginning given him by God, oiimproving as well 
as preserving his Talent) perfectly free, and 
perfe&ly able to the Performance of every good 
Ad, Spiritual and Moral, required of him* 
As the Almighty Creator had breathed into 
him the Breath of Life \ or, more properly (be- 
caufe the Word in the Original is plural {the 
Breath of Lives^ i. e. of a Spiritual, as well 
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ats Animal Life; fo he gave him Means ta 
communicate of his Laving Spirit , whereby to 
lixpport and improve his faid Lives in a Terref- 
trial Taradife (which he had given him for an 
Exemplar or Type of the Heavenly) till he 
fhou'd have been found worthy to have been 
TranJIated to that true Taradife in Heaven. 
In the mean Time, 

As Man was Free, lb he cou'd not but be 
liable to Fall ; as he was the one, he muft ne- 
ceifarily be the other : For, every Creature, 
Rational or Spiritual, confider'd as a Creature 
made for fome degree of Happinefs, muft be 
dependant upon, and fubjeSt to the Creator^ 
under fbme kind of Trial, for the fame : More- 
over, every fuch Creature, Rational or Spiri- 
tual, and fubjeff to the Creator under ibme 
Trialy as aforefaid, muft be fubjeft to iiich 
Trial, under fome Rational or Spiritual Law : 
And, finally, every fuch Creature confider'd as 
fiibjeft to fuch Law, muft be Free } by obferv- 
ing or tranfgreffing the lame, either to keep 
his faid Degree of Happinefs, or to fall from 
it. So, every Free Creature, as Free, muft 
have been liable to Fall. Thus, we are in- 
formed that the Angels (who excel in Strength) 
were made fobjeft under fbme Trial, whereby 
they were liable to Fall, as alfb that fbme of 
them a&ually did Fall: Aad thus Man had 
his Trialy and was thereby liable to Fall alfoj 
and God, who gave him his Trial, and is 
Omnifcient, fore-few that he woii'd Fall : In 

the 
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the mean Time, as he had made him a Free 
Agents fb he left him (only with proper Ii> 
ftru&ions jand Cautions firft given him) to his 
own Jgency : Yet providing him a Remedy- 
on a fecona Trial gracioufly decreed to be in- 
dulg'd him after his Failure in his firft. And, 

Here (tho* it be fbmewhat anticipating my 
Argument) it may alio be obferv'd, that, ac- 
cording to this Order of the Divine Difpenfa- 
tions to Man j I mean, as the Decrees of God 
were all feverally difpos'd, in View to the Be* 
haviour of Man under his firft, fecond, and 
every fuccecding Trial, PROVISIONALLY, 
as afbrefaid ; fb howfbever the Decrees of God, 
with refpeft of his own Trefcience, were, and 
are, certain j yet, with Refpeft of that Divine 
Trovifion in fuch View of \ Man's Behaviour, 
as alfo with refpeft of Man and his Choice ; 
it is to be faid, that the fame were, and are y 
contingent ; and Man (as to his Acceptance of 
the Means of Grace offerti) ftill left Free. 
For, thus the order of this Affair is fince 
defcrib'd to us in Holy Scripture, vix. That 
in the Chain of God's Tredeftination, his Fore- 
knowledge is the firft Link. Even as it is 
worded by the Apoftle exprefly — whom he 
did Fore-know, he alfo did Tredefiinate, and, 
(b on, thro* all the fucceeding Afts of his Di- 
vine Grace, as high up as to Glorification. 
Rom. viii. a$>. Thus the fame Apoftle fays 
again, of the Chriftians of his own Time, that 
God had Blejfed, and Chofen, and Tredeftina- 
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ted, them, to be his Sons by Adoption, and to be 
to the Traife of his Glory : How? Not abfo- 
lutely and fimply ; no, but Reffettively, and 
Conditionally ; even as they were (in his laid 
fore-knowledge) the FIRST who trufted in 
Chrift. Eph. i. 1 2. 

So St. Teter calls the Converts of the Cir- 
jcumcifion in Afia—Elett according to the Fore- 
knowledge of God the Father, &c. \ Pet, i, 3. 
And, 

The feme, as appears in the Apocryphal 
Book of Judith, was the Senfe of the Ifraelites 
before Chrift came* For, fo that pious He- 
roine exprefles herfel£ Chap. ix. 6. What 
things thou didji determine, were ready at 
Hand, and (aid, lo, we are here ; and thy 
Judgments are in thy FORE-KNOWLEDGE. 

But, here it may be fuppos'd, that as Know- 
ledge in the Deity is an afitive Principle, .with 
extraordinary Influences and Towers upon the 
Perfbn known ; fo is his Fore-knowledge with 
a Fore-decree of the fime Influences and Tow* 
ers. I fhall not ftand, at prefent, to ftate 
this. But, however this be, it is ftill to be 
remembered, that whatfoever we Jo receive of 
gracious Influence at the Hand of God, it is alL 
of Gift, and Gift is Free. Then, if Man alio 
has a Power, which was given him at his Re- 
iteration after the Fall, for ordinary Ufes 
(which for the Prelent we will fuppole) even a 
Tower to Believe, and Confefs, to Wifh and 
Jtjpire to Reconciliation with Gpd, together 
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yith a Power to common Moral A&ions (of 
which alfb more hereafter,) I fay, if Man has 
[uch Powers, as afbrefaid, to fuch ordinary 
UTes ; then God's Gift extraordinary (how- 
toe ve$ it enables the Man in the certainty of 
the Divine Trefcience to attain to Salvation) 
does by no means extinguifh and fet afide his 
ordinary Freedom by thofe Towers ; but, the 
fame is confiftent with it ; nay, it extends and 
perfe&s it, as affifting the Freedom of Man's 
ordinary Difpofition, with Towers and Abili- 
ties to that which fliall be taken, and allowed 
to him, for a fulnefs of Performance. But 
here on the other Hand, 

It is not to be laid, that, as if the Divine 
Fore-knowledge, with a Fore-decree of lome 
affive Tower upon the Elect, furthering his 
Salvation ; fb, on the other Hand, is the Di- 
vine Fore-knowledge of 'Reprobation, with fbme 
aBive Tower, in like manner, upon the Re- 
probated, furthering his Reprobation. By no 
Means : For, in this latter Cafe, God does no- 
thing to the Man : He only withholds fbme- 
thing from him, which he is in no fort of Juf- 
tice bound to give him. Here is no Necejjtty 
laid upon the Man, no Influence on the Part 
of God-, but the Man is left to the inward 
Workings of his own Mind : fb that, his na- 
tural and ordinary Liberty, as to any Ad of 
God about him, remains ftill intire with him. 
At the fame Time, it is here again to be faid, 
as in the former Cafe of the Eleft } that Gift 
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is free ; and therefore, as God may to whom 
he pleafes communicate Good, fo from whom he 
pleafes he may with-hold it. He is in no fort 
of Juftice bound, to the Evil and to the 
Wicked to communicate Good; and he cannot, 
by the Purity and Perfe&ion of his E/Jfence } 
communicate Evil. Every good Gift, ana every 
Perfect Gift, is from above, as the Apofflc 
iiath told us, and comet h down from the Father 
of Lights. But Man is then tempted to Evil 
when he is drawn away, and inticed to it, of 
his own Luft. Jam. i. 14, 17. wherefore, in 
either Cafe ; whether God gives, where he 
does give to all alike ; or, whether he makes a 
Difference, and gives to fome more, to others 
lefs ; or, whether he gives to fome, what he to- 
tally with-holds from others (which, however, 
is but what thofe others have made themfelva 
incapable of receiving) I fay, in each of theft 
Inftances, it is ftill to be faid, as in the Par*- i 
ble, — may not God do what he will with his 
own} Is Man's Eye evil, becaufe he is good? 
Or, may Man draw Conclufions of Evil, be- I 
caufe on the one Hand Good has been given 
where before undeferv'd ? Becaufe, on the 0- 
ther, Evil has been permitted, where already 
felf-chofen ? Or, is Man both ways abridged of 
his ordinary Freedom, if he hath the extraor- 
dinary Gift of God, and alio if he hath it 
not ? Whereas, the Truth is, that neither if he 
hath it, is he the lefs Free, nor if he hath it 
not. Becaufe, if he hath it, he lofes nothing of 
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ivhat he had before, but ftill hath the feme 
with Improvement : And, if he hath it not, 
tic only ftill wants what he never had\ which, 
therefore, is but a Negation of Gift, not a 
Privation of Right : For, it ta/for not from him 
what he cou'd ever Claims nay, withholds 
dot what he wou'd ever Accept. Thus, either 
way, as there is an ordinary Freedom, to which 
we do, for the prefent, fuppole Men to have 
been Reftor'd j lb does the lame ftill remain 
with them, whether they have God's Free 
Grace extraordinary, or whether they have it 
not. 

There is only one Difficulty remaining in 
this Part, viz. that the Wicked and Abandon'd 
are laid to be fold under Sin; to be the Bonds* 
Men and Slaves of Sin; to be led about like 
Captives by their Lufts and Tajftons to the 
Commiffion of Evil continually ; and yet, ge- 
nerally, to retain their laid Liberty notwith- 
standing. Which may look like a Contradic- 
tion, but it is not: Tho', howlbeva; this were,, 
It wou'd be nothing to God : Becaule, the in- 
flaving of thefe Men, in the Manner above 
defcrib'd, originally is by their own chujtng the 
Evil, andrefufing the Good; And the fame is 
ftill carried on, by fo many inftantaneous A£fo 
in them, they, from Time to Time, making 
the fame re-iterated Choice. So that, their 
Vices do hold the Rein ; but, it is the Rein 
they themfelves have given, and ftill do con- 
tinue to give them : And, fo^ their Sins may 
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be called voluntary and involuntary^ in divers 
Refpe&s, at the lame Time, without any Con- 
tradiction, as above. And thus a late Tran£ 
lator of Tlato tells us, even his Author un- 
derftood this Matter; viz. that " God has 
" given Men all that Light which is neceffary 
iC to dired them to obey the Law of Nature 
" (which he has ingrav'd in their Hearts,) and 
" to inform them of certain fundamental Truths, 
" which inlighten the Univerfe like fb many 
" Torches : But Men have delpis'd thefe 
" Helps, and by this voluntary Contempt are 
" juftly fallen into Blindnefs, which hinder J 
" them from diftinguifhing Truth from Err or ^ 
tt or at leaft from obeying it : And thus (fays 
" hie) all the vicious Aaions of Men are at 
" the fame Time voluntary and 'involuntary : 
u Voluntary ) in their Original and Source \ 
" for, 'tis of their own Choice that they have 
" thrown off the Yoke of Virtue and Right- 
u eoufnels ; and, Involuntary ^ often in the Ex- 
a ecution : For, in fpite of the Remorfe of 
ic their Confidences, they are led away by the 
" miferable Propenfion of their Hearts, which 
" induces them to commit the Evil which they 
a wou'd not do : They are the Slaves of Sin, 
a which Rules over them, and to the Service 
4C of which they have engag'd their Liberty. 
Mr. ( Dacier in his Life of Tlato, Englifh 
Tranflation, p. 1 20. 

I have cited this Paflage at length, not that 
I approve of all that is faid in it j but, to fhew 
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fbme People, that voluntary and involuntary, 
in Human A&ions, is no Inconfiftency in the 
Senfe of thole whole Opinions ufe to be of. 
grtat Authority with them. Mean while, 

I am not Ignorant, how difficult it is, in 
our way of Thinking, to feparate and diftin- 
guifh thcTrefcience of an Event on the Part of 
God, from a fort of Fatality neceffarily inducing 
the Event on the Part of Man. But, I take 
this to be only one Vrdof, among many others, 
of the fcanty Meafure of our Reafon and 
Thought : For, certainly, as knowing a Thing 
is not doing it • but, a Fad is juff the fame 
certain Faft, whether fopposM to be known, or 
•not : So knowing a Thing before is not doing, 
nor ncceffitating the doing of it before : But 
an Event Future, is of juft rhe fame certain 
Futurition, whether iuppos'd to be known be- 
fore, or not ; neither has it's certainty that it 
will be, any dependance at all upon fuch Fore- 
kndwledge: It will not be, as it will be ; be- 
caufc it is known that it will be ; any more 
than it is, as it is ; becaule it is known that it 
is : But, it will be, becaufe all the Ads of 
the Parties, lometime to be concern'd about it, 
will be done to bring it to be. And, therefore 
a certainty of Knowledge with a contingency 
in the Event, in different Refpe&s, on the 
part of God and on the part of Man, are not 
in tjhemfelves incompatible, howfoever they 
arc to our ways of Thinking hardly conceivable. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of the State of Man from his Fall, to his 
Restoration in Hope; and of fame other 
^Points defending hereupon. 

MAN, under his Apojlacy and Fall, as to 
himfelf, loft, in all Refpcds, both Moral 
and Spiritual, or Religious , the Freedom he was 
Created to, together with the Means of 2&- 
ftoring himfelf to the fame ; and did become 
abfblutely vafldliz?d to Sm and Death, till 
God was gracioufly pleas'd to Rtftore him, 
upon another Trial, by Faith with Sacrifice, 
to a fecond Choice, under Tromife of a Re- 
deemer ; and therewith, confequently, to cer- 
tain proper Degrees of Liberty, for the making 
of that Choice accordingly. And, this was 
done when the Divine Perfon, who was to be 
his Redeemer, judg'd him ; and, in judging, 
fpake comfortably to him in the Garden. And 
here, 

It is of great Importance to know what 
feldom is diftin£tly enough confider'd, vi&. la 
what Refpefts Man was Reftor'd ( when he 
was indulged, as aforefaid, with that fecond 
Choice) and to what Degree. Now, 

As Man is a compound Creature, conftitutcd 
of Soul and Body, fo are there two Species of 
Offices, to fbme Performance of which, for 
ordinary Ufes (as was above fiippos'd) he was 
then Reftor'd j and, in his Reftoration to 
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which, his feid Freedom or Liberty does con- 
fift. That wc have ibme fuch Liberty, we all 
do perceive in our felves : And the iame is no 
more than what is abfblutely neccflary to our 
Being in this State : Without it we cou'd not 
be fubmitted to the Probation of our prefent 
Trial, nay, cou'd not even lb much as Subfifi 
here. But to proceed, 

Of the abovc-mention'd two Species of Offi* 
ces, the Former is of thofe which are properly 
and immediately Spiritual and Religious : 

The Latter, of thofe which are properly and 
immediately Moral and Social. 

By the Former of thefe, Man had a Power 
given him to Wijb and Ajpre to Reconciliation 
with his Creator and Saviour j to accept the 
Terms of Reconciliation offer'd ; to believe, and 
confefs, his God and Saviour ; to 5V<#y t6, 
and Traife him ; and, with Helps from Time 
to Time given him, to Serve and Obey him* ■ 

By the Latter, he has Powers and Faculties 
given him, to be Trudent, Juft, Merciful, 
Courageous, Temperate, 8Cc. 

The Former of thefe Offices/or many Rea» 
fens, he cou'd not know, till he fhou'd be in- 
formed of them ; nor pradice to Effeft, till he 
fliou'd have Affiftances thereto given him from 
Above. 

The Latter (by duly obferving the other 
Species of Offices Spiritual 2nd Religious, and, 
in confequence of that Observance) he had 
Means to know, and Pra&ice .• Or, in cafe he 
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fail'd of that Observance, he had ftill other 
Means, partly, by InftinStsthtn re r plaptcd in 
him ; partly, by his. fhatter'd Reafon, from 
Time to Time affifted and repaired by Erudu 
tion, Traditions , Observations, &c fox [ecu* 
lar Ufes to find out, as alfo Towers or Food- 
ties (for thofe Ufes) tolerably to perform. 

By the Former of thefe, he is made capable 
of knowing, of being fanifified by, and re- 
uriited 'to his Creator and Redeemer, here ; and 
of being admitted to the Vifion and Enjoyment 
of him for ever hereafter, in Heaven. 

By the Latter, he is fitted chiefly for the 
Civil Society of Men, his Brethren ; and for 
the difcharge of Functions neceflary to his be : 
ing in this State. And, therefore, 

The Latter of thefe, when rightly exerted, 
will depend upon, and be included by, the 
. Former • but not, cpntrariwife, the Former by 
the Latter. From ail which it appears, that, 
As the Species of Offices was, lb was the 
faid Liberty or Freedom, tq which Man was 
Reftor'd, two-fold. And x 

ift. With Refpeft of A&s purely Spiritual 
and Religious, he was Reftor'd to Freedom or 
Liberty, fo far as to accept or rejeSi the Terms 
of Mercy and Reconciliation, to be ofier'd him 
by that Gracious * Redeemer ; to believe and 
confefs ; and, in confequence of believing, to 
perform acceptable Obedience: Or, if he wou'd, 
%o Cavil, Scof, Deny, Defert, and Rebel 



t ai/y. With refped of Offices Moral and 
Social (however he might Hand with relpeft 
pf that other Part of Offices Spiritual and Re- 
ligious) he was reftor'd, generally, to Free- 
dom or .Liberty, ib far as to be able by his In* 
fluids and fhatter'd Reafbn lomewhat repaired 
£y Erudition, Traditions, Observations, (frc. 
as above, to know and to perform all thole 
Moral Offices, immediately neceflary to the 
carrying on of the Ends of Civil and Social 
Life ; and, perhaps, mediately Inftrumental 
(if he fail'd not in the other Part, Spiritual and 
Religious) to the giving him, at the iame Time^ 
a T*afte of higher and more noble Things. 
Mean while, the laid Liberty, taken by itfel£ 
was to extend but to fecular and temporary 
Things and Relpefts, and no more. And 
this, this, is that Light lb much talk'd of by 
the Philosophers C J as given by God to' Men, 
." and ingraved on their Hearts, to inform 
" them of certain fundamental Truths which 
f l (according to them) do enlighten the Uni- 
5 C verfe like Co many Torches, '©"ft" Moreover, 
This Light ordinarily given to Man for 
Moral Ufes> as above, is generally fince calTd 
.Natural, and the Law of Nature ; Reafbn and 
the Law of Reason : Not, that it is in Na- 
ture, as Nature always was ^ nor, as Nature, 
without the laid general Reftoration, muft 
have ftill continued to be: But, this being 
fince the Fall, by a new Grant of Privileges, 
fo a certain Degree re-implantcd in Man, for 
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A&3 referred to Faith, and arc allow'd to us 
only as the Fruits of Faith, fb they) are fop- 
pofed to do it, no otherwife than by a Virtue 
deriv'd to them thro' Faith, and as Requifites 
2fi& Appendants to Faith. And therefore, after 
all, the Divine Intimtation and Allowance ac* 
cordingly is,withDiftin&ionj to the ^Principal, 
tho' not without the Appendants ; and to the 
Appendants in Connexion, no otherwife than, 
as aforefaid, by and under, the ^Principal. 

It is here moreover to be obferv'd, that, 
together with bur other Paflions (which, if 
rightly ; conduced, are many ways ufeful to us 
in this State) God did at the faid Time of 
Man's Reftoration, implant in him that which 
the Holy Scripture calls, Fear and Trembling 
at his Word\ together with thofe of Shame 
and Tity : The firft, more properly and im- 
mediately, for Spiritual, and, the other two, 
for Moral Ufes. Now, the firft of thefe, 
Fear and Trembling, was implanted in us, to 
rive us an Awe and Reverence of the Divine 
Majefty and Goodnefs, with fearful Apprehen- 
fions from our own Weaknefs and Wants, even 
as the one and the other is at any time decla- 
red to us, I fay, by the Word of God. But, 
all this does not enable us to render ourfelves 
acceptable to our Maker. It only fhews us our 
Difeafe, and prompts us to feek the Remedy 'in 
our Saviour j and, fb, indeed, fits us for the 
Operations of the Divine Love, thro* the Holy 
Ghoft ; by which after all, we are made fully 
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accepted, and arc re-united to our God. Bat, 
if this Affe&ion docs exceed, or ad alone, 
•without Faith and ConfeJJion, it is then hurU 
fids It fettles in Servitude to Horror, and 
tends to Dejperation. And, 

This again, by the way, will fliew us the 
Order of God's preventing Grace, as confident 
ftill with Man's Free Choice: Which the A- 
poftle alio hath diftinguifh'd for us, where he 
lays— Work out your own Salvation with Fear 
.and Trembling •• For, it is God which work* 
eth in you to Will and to Do, OF HIS 
GOOD PLEASURE, Phil. ii. 12, 13. Up- 
on which Words I defire- my Reader to ob- 
ferve, that, it is not faid — God worketh in us 
to Will and to Do, abiblutely and Amply, as 
if nothing were left for us to Will and to Do* 
No, but that God worketh in us, to Will and 
to Do OF HIS GOOD PLEASURE. Mean 
while, we alio are required to Work lomething 
for ourfelves, with Fear and Trembling (as a- 
bove) for the apprehending of that whereby 
we are apprehended, or accepted, of GOD ; 
and then, God works the reft, to Seal the fame 
in us, unto well-pleafing finally to himfelf. So 
that here we may fay, with Apoftolic Autho- 
rity, that, to our ordinary free Choice, for ap- 
prehenfion by Faith and Confeffion, God's 
Grace extraordinary, is SucceJJion; but for 
Effett in Well-pleafing, (as above) the fame is 
Treventive. 00, * 
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Of the other two AfEb&ioas moue popcdf 
and immediately for Moral U&s y it is like* 
wife to be faid,. that th^Former of thef^—tha*- 
of Shame, was implanted m Man, to giyp him 
an Abhorrence of iome ]T/cw and Grimes ; and^. 
the Latttr y --theit of !P^ to raift i* tint a 
Fellow-feeling with others in theb? JtffitdHom 
and Wants y and, by that Means,, to fife hia 
dp to benign and merciful Ajftions i* So that* 
the laid Affe&ions are given us in Aid and Alle- 
viation of our other Miferies and Defect s y to 
ferve as a fort of Scouts and Watches to C<ar- 
fcience y to /wi 00/ and giv£ us warning of the 
Motions and Approaches of the Enemy ; But> 
they do by no Means enable us tot conquer and 
i#/>i/ him:: Rather,, they are Indications, aft 
the while, of a certain Incurable Guilt and 
Mifery in us ; — Incurable^ I mean, by aay 
Skill or Power in ourfehes \ and fo, are Badge* 
of our Servitude y nay, they do not barely 
give us knowledge of a certain original and* in- 
herent Taint in us; but they make us feel it; 
howfoever fome Wretches do endeavour to 
harden themfclves (in fpite of the Evidence of 
their own common Senfe) todifpute it. Certain- 
ly, if all were naturally free, and Perftff y and 
right, and welly with us (a&thofe Men do pre- 
tend) there would be no meed of tbefeftandfng 
natural Monitors of fomething 1tiftfervile r and 
defe5tfue y and wrmg y and ill in our Nature* 
And therefore, again, tho' in fome Refpe&s, 
the faid Affe&ions c£. Shame and ¥ity y are 
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£vm JfattMra6k*n& Ornamental to *ts$ yet, 
limply, they iareour fecrct Reproach and Dif* 
grace* And, if they do exceed a little, they 
-are apparent Weakneffes^ and do themfelves 
degenerate into %#r. And, 

fhfe, tod no more tihan this partial and 
temporary liberty, in point of Jkfcr*/.r merely, 
with the Monitions and Checks of the laid in- 
vard 5S&^» and 5P*#, is the liberty, which 
tiath {Gn<xxhxtReftoration after the i*W/) been 
continued downward to every fort: of Defer* 
ters, to Idolaters, Mayans, and Tbtlofo- 
phers; to Heretics ofaU Denominations among 
J**®* send Chrijtians^ to Mahometans and 
Modern Deifts y the feft, and, I believe, the 
tnoft to be abenrinatedof all Apojiates. All 
have, by that ^mr*/ Charter of Reft oration, 
a tolerable Degree of Liberty to mere Moral 
and &?c*3/ Kirf**, tho* they Sfeil in the other 
part Spiritual and Religious. And, as them- 
ielves do think this fomcient, fo might it do 
well enough, were there no odier Life after 
this. But, as there is another Life to (iicceed 
after this, of another Gonftitutiori and Polity, 
to prepare Men for which, the above-mention'd 
Divine Sanffification and Union, by other Of- 
fices and ABs properly Spiritual znd Religious, 
is neceflary ; fo, that mere Moral Liberty can 
neither extend to, nor profit any Man ferther, 
or othervrife, than with ReStped of his prefent 
Bang, asaforeiaid. 
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From that two-fold Reiteration to Mora! 
and Spiritual Liberty, and to the Efie&s of 
each, ftated as above, may be drawn three or 
four Inferences in dependence one upon anOf 
ther. Viz. 

ift. That, if God hath provided and found 
the Means of Man's Spiritual Liberty, then 
muft he declare or reveal the fame to Man, 
with all that is Man's Part or Duty in confe- 
quence ; otherwise, Man can never poffibly 
come at the knowledge of either. 

idly. That, if God, for the Reafon above 
affign'd, muft have declared or reveal'd to 
Man, the Means of his Reft oration to Spiri- 
tual Liberty, &c. then muft Man (when he 
has fuch Declaration or Revelation made and 
given to him) fiibmit himfelf to be guided by, 
and acquiefce in it He can have no Liberty to 
oppofe or overlook fuch Revelation, and to 
think his own Thoughts, to reafon his own 
Reasonings, to judge his own Judgments, with- 
out, or againft fuch Revelation ; that is, he can 
have no allowance to be, what they now-a- 
Days call A FREE-THINKER. All that 
fct up to be fuch, do it at their own infinite 
Peril: They only break loofe to manumit 
themfelves: They make themfelves Runaways 
pnd Rebels \ and, therefore, infte^d of Procu- 
ring themfelves Liberty, as they madly Pro- 
piife themfelves ; they can only look to have 
their Tote and Chain of Bondage tyed ipfi- 
W*\y* fafor ^d firaighter upon them, not 
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hy being made fubjed in the way of their 
Lord's Bufinefs, but being bound under Ser- 
vitude to his fevereft Wrath and Tunijbmnt. 

$dly. It is from the Premifles to be inferr'd, 
that, if Man cou'd have known nothing of Of- 
fices Spiritual and Religious, as aforefaid, with* 
out a Revelation ; then can it not be imagin'd 
(without inipioufly derogating from the di- 
vine Wifdom and Goodnefs) that God wqu'd 
- ever turn Men over to that Utopian Scheme of 
Religion commonly call'd Natural. And, in 
Fad, there never was, nor, indeed, ever cou'd 
be, properly any fuch Religion, in the World ; 
for, if mere Light of Nature had ftrucfc out a 
Religion.*, or, rather, if there wer£ a Religion 
ingraven in Men's Minds by Nature (as there 
muft be, if there were a Natural Religion) 
then muft this Religion be uniform and umver~ 
fal, as are our Appetites and TaJJions, our 
common Apprehenjions and Senfes. .Surely, the 
Belief of a Thoufand Gods, acknowledged with 
ten Thoufand differently modified Rites $ and, 
of a future State, according to the wild Not w 
ons of the Ancient and Modern Pagans, of 
the Magians and Mahometans ; Setting up 
fate or ChanCe, above or befide God; can 
never be admitted for Proof, that the Know* 
ledge of Gbd, and of a Future State, with a 
multitude of other Points depending hereupon, 
were from Nature. This infinitely divided 
#elief of thefe Matters, is indeed Evidence of 
the jpoptrajry. And, as for that Form of NatUr 



rat Religion, in fpecial, which Out Mbcfcft 
Reafoners have deviled to sketch out to ui, 
thife is fo far ihort of universal (which, I fey, 
it flhou'd be if it were from Nature) ^hk k was j 
never yet found, where Nature was kit to to* fc 
own fimplc Workings ; no, not fo much tt in 
any 001 Man born into the World : Brit tte 
feme, wherever it has been jpretended to> h* 
been the manifeft Produft or Artifice and Cfaft- 
trivance. The old ^Pagans tad Ttikftpkrs 
iciniverially profeflfed that, in Religious Matters, 
they went upon Traditions, howfoever the 
fame were variegated and compounded ii 
tianding downwards from one Age and Nation 
to another: The Magians and Mahometans 
Hole, and patched together, the Feathers witb 
which they feverally bedeck'd themfelves, in 
iiich manner, that it is to this Day di&ovtft- 
ble to what Bird each Feather originally dM 
belong : Believers always gloried that thejr 
had a Revelation to go by. Even the fatr** 
archal Religion (whatsoever fome may think 
of it) was not from Nature ; no, nor of the hh 
vention of Men, but by Revelation. For, 
befides the many particular Revelations on" ma- 
ny particular Occafions given to the Patriarchs, 
that Religion, in general, was with Sacrifices: 
Which muft have been inftitttted, becaiife no 
tfeafoningof Men from any natural Fowewof 
theirs, cou'd ever have hit upon, and fettled 
them, in the manner wherein we find they 
vrere afterwards uijiverfally obferv'd, in aiany 
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fgfpe&s as tattie fubftance of their Rituafain 
the main, by Believers and Apoftates, alike * 
]S*y we aifo find in the facred Records, thaC 
when the Patriarchal Services (after their drfuf* 
or abufe in Egypt) were again let up by a Law 
of Reviver m the Wildernefi, with addition of 
other Services, under the Mofaic Difpenfation> 
they were c&Wd Institutions, in fuch manner a* 
fhews, that the Terms expreffive of this Part* 
were got then firft imposed, as upon a RituaA 
of new Appointment, but, that they had been 
fo applied to the laid Services, in general, from 
former and well-known Wage; I mea% in fuck 
manner as fhews> that the laid Services-had be~ 
fore Time^ even from the Beginning, been*, 
what they were then calTd, as afbrefeid, Infti- 
tut ions. \ So there never was fuch a thing as na- 
tural Religion, tho' many (with the Helps they 
have had tromreveal'd Religion, Traditions, m& 
their own curious Inventions ) have given the 
World; fcvttzl Draughts or "Plans, which they 
have thought fitto callDelineations of thatfup~ 
pos'd Religion. And, if ever the Deifts fhall lea va 
peeking at Foundations, which they can neve* 
r&ub to dijhupb them ; endeavouring to find 
fault with a Revelation which they never; 
mderfiood ; and fhall prefent ua with fomc 
Scheme, which, among the Religions of other 
Infidels, may merit to be calTd by name of & 
Religion ; we will then alio ihew them from 
whence they had it, and that it was .not ftosfc 
Mature* Once more: . 

By 



' iy the fame Rule that we prove there iJ 
properly no Religion of Natufe y we fee the 
Impropriety of an Expreffion which has been 
lately made the Title of a Book, I mean, The 
Morality of Religion. By which is under- 
ftood, that Moral Works, do confKtute the 
EJfence oi Religion ; that the laid Works wiU, 
or mufl (by a Law of Nature prior and fa- 
perior to all Revelation) intitle Men to the 
Divine Acceptance ; and, finally, that the lame 
Works are neceflarily to be our Employment 
2nd Reward to Eternity in the World to 
come; which they are not: For, Moral 
.,-. Works in a Believer are the Fruits or Effetts 
'"' of his Faith or Religion ; and are imputed 
back again to him thro 9 his Faith : But, in an 
Unbeliever, thofe Works neither receive any 
Virtue from his Religion, nor give any to it; 
neither are they imputed to the Man for living 
Virtues, but are, as to his Soul or Spirit \ dead 
and inefficacious Works, of no Virtue or Worth 
at all. I need not produce Proofs of this from 
Scripture ; thofe Proofs will offer themfelves 
in abundance to every Reader, that can, and 
will, but turn into his Bible : But the reafbii 
hereof is, that Moral Works or Virtues, have 
(when we thoroughly confider their Nature, 
their Original and EffeEfs) nothing abfolute or 
perfeft in themfelves ; but, when deftitute of 
Sanffification by true Religion are no more 
than Relative s to their contrary Vices ; and 
qre what they are, but comparatively with- 
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tef)pc& of thole Vices i and of the exorbitancy 
of our Taffkns^ fince we fell into this State, 
and while we do. continue in it. To be juft 
and tempefate^ what Virtue wou'd it be call'd, 
were it not for that continual Struggle and 
Contention which we have with Motions aijd 
Temptations on all Hands to Iniquity and 
JSxcefs ? Much more may it be ask d, where 
thofe fair Streams of Jujiice and Temperance 
are polluted 'with thefe contrary Mixtures ', how 
are they Virtues ? Or, (if Virtues they muft 
be calfi) how far fhort ofabfolute and perfel? y 
after all, muft they appear, where the very 
beft of them ever is with an hard and narrow 
efeape from Vice : And never without carry- 
ing off fome time, lome defilement va& difgrace y 
from it? The lame thing is to be faid of all 
other Moral Works : They are Virtues but 
comparatively, and with refipett of their contra- 
ry Vices. And, therefore, even the State of 
Innocency before the Fall (in which Mart was. 
clear of all Vice) is no where call'd a State of 
Morality : Much lefi will our consummation in 
£Ufs be a State of Morality, as thofe Nave lifts 
do fuppofe, who tells us, that " The higheft 
^ Good of Mortal Man is the uniform Trafi ice 
" ^i^r^%CHOSENBYOURSELVES, 
u as our Happinefs here, and OUR EX- 
tf CEEDING GREAT REWARD here- 
w after:* Wheieas God himfelf did all other. 
wifcxeW the Father of the Faithful ~ lam thy 
Shield^ and thy exceeding great Reward. 
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Gen. xv. i. An4 the Apoftle, fpeaking of our 
State after our great Change at the Kefurreftion, 
hath informed us, that, it does not yet appear, 
howfbever thefe bold Men have venturd to 
define, what wejhall be. This only we know, 
that when he (our Saviour) Jhall appear? we 
fhallbe like him in Glory, for we Jhall fee him 
as he is, and in feeing fhall communicate of, 
his Glory : So that, thefe Imperfe&ions which 
do more or lefs cover and deform all that now 
is , will be fwallow'd up as Rivers in the Ocean, 
in the fum of all TerfeStion, in the Vijion and 
Enjoyment of God, in the other Life. 

I cannot help here obferving to my Readers, 
that it is not without a mixture of Grief and 
Indignation, that I find myfelf oblig'd to throw 
but this Remark ; I, who am not old, being 
yet old enough to remember the Time (before 
two or three Writers of this Stamp appear d y 
I mean, not from the Quarters of the Adver- 
fary profefs'd, but from amongjt ourfehes) when 
almoft every Child cou'd have told the differ- 
ence in Toint of Excellency betwixt Morality 
and Spirituality ;wA wou'd have thought a 
Man employ'd his Time very idly in difpofing 
* Arguments to prove, that the Latter of thefe 
is not Born, and included by, the Former, but, 
that the Former is contrariwife Born, and in- 
eluded by ', the Latter ; whereas, now, Multi- 
tudes, overcome by the oft-repeated Dalilean 
Flatteries of thefe Men-pkafers (who have 
been making their Court to us thitf the blind 
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Side of our Vanity ', with Compliments of, I 
know not what, felffufficient Virtues in our- 
fehes, to bring ourfehes near to God) have at 
length yielded their Heads to be Jborn and 
defpoiPd, of that wherein their great, and, in- 
deed, mly Strength and Virtue lay; I mean, 
the fyirituality of our holy Religion ; in place 
whereof they have let up their own weak and 
beggarly Morality, which (to ufe our Poets 
Words) hath now 

Set them to Grind, Eyelefs, with Slaves at Gaza. 
Such is the Succefs thefe Undertakers have 
had, and thefe the Thanks they defer ve of their 
deluded Country-Men, for lowering down to 
Nothing the great and lofty Things of Chrifti- 
anity by their perverted and groveling Ac- 
counts ! I pray God (if it may be) in Time to 
turn and far don thepi. 

CHAR III 

Of the Condition of Man from his Reftoration 
in Hope, till his a&ual Redemption by 
Jefus Chrift. 

\ /T Ankind, under tbeif Reftoration to a. 
1 VX fecond Choice, and, therewith, to Moral 
and Spiritual Liberty, to the degree and effeds 
above let forth, did almoft univerfally Jpofta- 
tize again : The Ante-dtluvian World, all but 
one Family : And, of the Toft-diluvian, the 
Nations, in general, from the Affair at Babel 
and downward ; and the greater part of the 
Israelites, in particular, during their ftay in 
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Egypt and in the* Wildernefs* And, oa this 
occafion, becaufe of the abounding if Tranf. 
grejjions, the mofaic Law t was given* and all 
thofe Nations ingrofs, with the bulk of the 
Ifraclites, who, from Time to Time revolted* 
and fell away; all, in flhort, who were no^ 
found within the Sept of the Aaronic Taker Wh 
cle, were again Excommunicated^ Alienated^ 
%nd Infav'd. ■, Oijly the Divine Tromife waA 
ftill kept open to a Body of Refervt, whfcti 
ftrom God's . Fwe^knowing their adherence tp 
him by Faith, and his concluding the reft, in 
their Unbflief) was calTd a Remnant j and j 
the Eled. And, here, 

. • As there are. a World of pernicious Errors 
gone Abroad, concerning the State x>f Meq 
Hfider this ^ofiacy ; feveral Perfbns of great 
Note, even among Chriftian Divines, of l$t$ 
Years, nay, of late Days, having writ Volumes 
to perfuade us, that Revolters of almoft all 
Denominations, within this Period, have ftillbe* 
lieV'd and worfhipp'd One Supre am Numen, 
the lame that Believers in all Ages have done: 
Not considering, that, in aflerting thi§, thteydo 
at .once contract the Holy Scriptures of both 
the Old and New Teftament, which were thick 
ly written to teach the difference bttwixt the 
true God of Believers and the falfe God r or 
Gods, of the Apojtatqs ; and, to warn Men 
every where to turn from the Adoration of 
fhefe Vanities, to the Faith and Worfhip of 
%\\*i one only -living, ^dtmGqd^ I %,; as 

fuch 
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luch feandalous and pernicious Errors en thft 
SUbjeft arc gone out, Errors plainly tending to 
jmake Men look upon all Religions as the/«*w#, 
add to fettle them on the Lees of that flat' In- 
difference to True and Falfi, Sacred and 
StrcfakC) which-isthe Grief and Shame of oat 
Tittiee ; it toou'd ;be expedient,* in this Place, to 
confider and fhew at large, the Rife and ?r** 
grefs of Idolatry, thro' its fevemi chiefeft Stagey 
vix* From the Affair at Babtl, to the Time of 
Off bens ; from the Time of Orpheus, to the 
Magians and TbHdfophers ^ from the Magians 
and Thilofophers, to the coming of our Saviour j 
and, from our Saviour, to Julian the Apofiate j 
with the Original, in particular, of the Fabu- 
lous or Poetic Scheme; as alfo the Refinements\ 
or, rather, Subterfuges and Evqfions, of the* 
Magians and ThiloJ'opbers, after fome Account 
of the .Writings of the Tropbets was* gone a* 
broad among the G entiles ; by Means where* 
of, thefe came to know, what Abfiirdities and 
Abominations were from thence charged upon 
themfelves and their Brother Idolaters in If« 
rael, by Btlievers; and, lb, learned to ma- 
nage the Game they had to flay, accordingly: 
To which fliou'd be added an Account alto of 
the State and Conduct of the later <Pagans and 
JPhilojopbers, fince the Time of our Saviour, 
with the more fubtle Farce they had to aft, 
after the Scriptures and Writings of the Ghrifr 
tian Fathers were publiihed to the Wofld. 
For, it might eafily be made appear, that they 
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were hereby put upon a Thoufatid Tricks and 
Shifts, to difcuife and falve the abominable 
Abfurdities of their real Opinions and Tenets j 
all which later Chriftians not confidering, do 
often cite their Writings very injudiciouily, 
and much to the Prejudice of their own Caufe : 
While, taking Accounts of Fagpnifm, in their 
Simplicity, from thefe Jugglers j they are 
often impos'd on to put true, and f furious, To* 
ganifm in the Place of one another j do miftafce 
the State of the Controverfy betwixt the 
Heathen and Chriftian Writers of thofe Times ; 
and, fb, are often at a lofs to diftinguifli what 
Tagamfm and Christianity properly was, and 
is, or what Do&rines flrictty do belong to 
each : As I cou'd fhew by multitudes of Ex- 
amples. But, 

This wou'd take up a large Treatife : And, 
therefore, I can here only juft point at what is 
wanting, and muft referve this Task (if it 
pleafe God) for a future Work, which I may 
perhaps fome time draw up ; unlefs fome more 
able Hands prevent me : For which they fliall 
have mine,and, I truft, will have the Thanks of 
iftferious zxAfincere Christians. I come, now, to 

The Fourth and Laft C H A P T E R. 

Of the Condition of Mankind from the atfual 
Redemption by Chrift, until now. 

♦THHE Redemption by Jefus Chrift wa$ 

1 the Trice once paid for the Ranfom of 

aUMankind, either as taken Captive by the 

Devil 
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Devil in their firft Father Adam ; or, as ri?- 
volted and /#//<?» away by any ww Afoftacy i 
fince. And fufficient is this Redemption for 
the y^y/w of all, howfoever there be ftill 
many to the faving of whom, the fame, thro* 
their own default, does not extend. 

I obferv'd above, that Eleif y was a name 
for Believers under the former Difpenfation of 
the Law : And the fame has been, and is y 
continued to Believers likewife under this laft 
Call to Reftoration by Chrift thro* the Gofpeh 
Even becaufe, with refpe&of this Call, many 
Perfbns and Nations appear now to have made 
a third Forfeiture : By Reafbn whereof; the 
Gofpel (which was once preach'd from our 
Britijb Ijlands to the extream Indies) again is, 
by the Apoftacy of many Perfbns and Nations 
and the Kefufal of more, fhut up within a cer- 
tain Pale, from Time to Time, known and al- 
lowed by God. This appears to be that 
State of the Chriftian Church which in the A- 
focalypfe is calTd, the Flight of the Woman in- 
to the fVildernefsy in which fne alfo mull con- 
tinue, till fhe comes to the promised Land and 
City, of the Heavenly Canaan, and Jerufa~ 
lem which is abtroe. Mean while* Men, here 
agpin, have other very different Degrees of 
Liberty j either as they are, or have Put them- 
fehesy out of the Evangelical Call ; or, as 
they do remain within it : As they are, by 
any refufal or Afofiacy of their own, unrege- 
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utratid\ of, as they are, or do corti**^ 
regenerated* 

Firjly As Men are withmt the {aid C*// 
ind mregenerated: Suppofing they fell not 
into this State by Means of any Apoftacy o* 
Refufal of their own or of their Jneeftorsj u 
above, fince the Times of the Gofpel; but 
are descended of a Race of Anceftors (if any 
foch have been) who never heard of the Gofpd$ 
then, befidesthat common Moral Liberty ^ to 
which Mankind after the Fall, for ordinary 
U&a> was reftor'd ; they have alfo a general 
Liberty as to things Spiritual, to 4ft:^pt or r*- 
J*$ the faid Call, Provifionally, and with Con* 
dition, if /f y2w// be at auy Time fffet^d U 
them. They being neverthdefi^ for the mean 
Time, by Reafon of their old Hereditary 
Forfeiture before Chrift came, ftill under ac~ 
tual Captivity and Bondage. But, if, on the 
other Hand, tibey fell into this unrcgenerate 
State, by Means of fuch refufal of, or Apo£> 
tacy from, the Go/pel once preaeh'd, and 
GraCe once imparted, to them ; (which, I 
doubt, is generally the Cafe of the now Jew* 
ijb) Tman, and Mahometan World, as alfo 
of the Telagian, Socinian y and Deift Tares a^ 
mong the Chrifitan Wheat) there then remains 
a Doubt concerning them, how far they may 
be at length repudiated by God, and, fa, be 
even put out of that general Capaqity of Free-' 
dom by Chrift, which all the World once h$d, 
but I am not fure, it now hath, and always 
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fhall have. Certainly, fb far as* we can judge 
by Appearances and Fads, Things for many 
Ages have look'd, as if many Perfons and Na- 
tions had been excluded the benefit of that 
conditional Trivilege of Spiritual Liberty by 
Faith in Chrift J ejus ; the Means of this Pri* 
vilege, by the Preaching the true Gofpel of 
Chrift among them, haying not been ofler'd to 
them: Which can no way be accounted for, 
except by fome recent Forfeitures made by 
themfelves, of the Overtures or Communicati- 
ons of Grace, which themfelves or their Arv- 
ceftort, fiqce the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, 
have fbmetime had. For, doubtlefi, any 
fingle Perfbn majr refufe, or fall away from, 
and fb forfeit \ the faid gracious Liberty ; %vA y 
confequently, any collelhve Body of r Perfotts y 
a Church or Nati#p> ma Y do the fame: Which 
is a Point of great Concernment td be confider'd, 
that they who are yet within the Terms of 
Mercy, a£t not fb as finally to exclude them- 
felveis from them : Befides that, the right Con- 
fideration of this, will help to account for a 
great number of other Points, which, for want 
of knowing this, are often controverted among 
Chriftians. 

adfy. As Men have embrae'd the Call and 
are Regenerated, they are reftor'd (tho* not to 
fuUTerfetfion of Spiritual Liberty, yet) to Li- 
berty as fully ferfeB as they are capable? of in 
this State, even to that of being colled the Sons 
of God.. But, with Theft there ijitillaMisi- 
M ture 
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ture. For, thofe generally catTd Children, 
may be either true Children ; Children of the 
Kingdoms Children of Light ; Children ojTro- 
mife \ ele£t Children known to God and fealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Tromife;ov,Jfran^e, dif* 
obedient, rebellious y back*Jliding y Children: 
Who, either do ferfevere thro 9 Sufferings, or 
who do in Time of* Temptation fall away. 
The Diftin&ion feems to be in the EleBion ac- 
cording to God's Fore-knowledge and its Con- 
fequences ; the EleEt, according to God's Fore- 
knowledge, will affuredly Jtand: Becaufe the 
JLord knoweth them that are his, and they 
cannot commit Sin, fo as to becomtCaftaways ; 
beeaufe they are born of God, and his Seed a- 
bidet h in tnem ; and keepeth them, Jo that, that 
wicked one toucheth them not. J8ut, neither 
does this imply that any force is ufed upon 
them, to make them the lefs properly Free* 
Agents : For, that they cannot commit Sin, is 
not of Impotency but Aver^on; it is, as an 
honeft ancTjuft Man cannot do a bafe and wA 
lainous Ad; becaule every fuch Aft is his 
LoathingmA Abhorrence. Or, if they are drawn 
to perfevere ; it is ftill with the Cords if a 
Man 9 , with the Cords of Terfuajlon, Love, 
and Good-will, with kind Means and Affiftan- 
ces offer'd ; that having a Good Will to accept y 
and embrace, the Divine Call; they, may 
have a Working alio to effeft with their Good 
Will. And, for this there are javing Claufes 
in abundance to exprefi, that God keeps his 

Children 
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Children no otherwife than as they keep or hold 
Faith and a good Confcience ; as they keep their 
Garments, and themfelves, mfpotted from the 
World: And that his Allurements are no Com- 
pulfions upon their #?/// forcing them as Ma* 
chines to Good j but, contrariwife^ that we 
have a Liberty ox Free* Agency to Good, which 
ftill is not only confiftent with thole Allure- 
ments, but which is properly owing to them* 
And fo the Church exprefles herfelf in her 
Prayer to Chrift in the Canticles— Do thou 
Jraw us, and, then we will run after thee. 
That is, Of our felves we have no Ability 
but to Evil: Do thou, therefore, allure and 
draw us with the Cords of thy Love, and then 
we, that are otherwife generally Aoerfe, and 
Lame and Dead to thee and to thy Goodnefs, 
fliall inftantly revive, love, and long for thee, 
and, with power and agility of Inclination and 
A&ion, follow, and even run after, thee. But, 
ftill this is that Kingdom of God which comet h 
not with Obfervation. For tho' the Lord 
knoweth them that are his; and we have a 
Rule whereby to ajjure our Hearts from Time 
to Time, before God : Yet, are there no certain 
Indications of this outwardly given to the 
World, that a Man may fay, Lohere, or lo 
there, is a Child, or Servant of God, Seafd 
with the Seal of the living God in his Fore- 
head, and predefiinated in the Divine Fore- 
knowledge to eternal Life. For, as to outward 
Gifts, and Means; ail, baptized into the Faith 
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ofChrift, all, as to Man's Judgment, hare, or 
may have, them, irr many refpe&s, alike. Nay, 
it is to be believed that all Baptized, as afore- 
laid, have at fome Time or Times^ in the 
main, the lame Degree and Tafte of the Spirit 
and of Spiritual Influences upon them : Yet, 
if, with all this, they want that Self-keepings 
and XhztSelf-aflurance from Time to Timfc a- 
bove mention'd ; as the Spirit is ftill a \free, and 
not a forcible Spirit; \o will his Gifts and 
Graces be to them, as they are in themfefoes 
not fixt j but forfeitable : Perfbns and Things, 
here, being, as the Apoftle informs us, both 
ferfett, and not perfeH , in divers refpe&s, at 
the fame Time: So that no Man's Regeneration 
(otherwile than comparatively, and by the 
Divine Tredeftination in Fore-Anowledge)is abr 
folute, full, or final. Regeneration : But, the 
Refurre£iion to Glory, is after all, by way of 
Eminence, calTd the Regeneration, nay, not 
only the Regeneration but the Adoption, and 
Redemption alio, of our Body. E>om. viii. 23. 
80 that, our Regeneration and Adaption, do ap- 
pear, for the prefent, to be partial, in our Spi- 
rit or Soul only ; whereas, our full and jww/ 
Regeneration and Adoption in our ^^y alio, 
js referv'd for hereafter, for the Time of the 
Rejurreffion. Only to this we have the earn- 
efi of the Spirit, in the mean while, in our 
Soul, here/ But, may not fbmc Men forfeit 
their earnefi ? It appears that the Holy Spirit, 
>vhereby we $re Sealed as above, in our Spirit 
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$r Soul, to the Day of Redemption, may be 
grieved^ or vexed, with our corrupt Communis 
cations afterwards : And, there is fuch a Thing 
as having even been Illuminated ; having tafted 
if the Caleftial Gift} having been made Tar* 
takers of the Holy Ghoft ; having tafted of the 
good Word cf God, and of the Tower of the 
iVorldtb come : And yet> after all, there may 
be a falling away from all this ; a drawing 
back to Terdition ; a quenching, grieving, doing 
Jefpiteto, the Sprit of * Grace y a falling from 
Grace ; a failing, or being deftituted, of Grace j 
in fuch manner, that it fliafi not be pofftble to 
renew them any more again for ever: That is, 
%n Ihort, Men may be Renew'd by the Holy 
Ghoft, and yet may afterwards fall from this 
Renewal in fuch fort, as that it ftiall not be po£ 
fible to Renew them any more again for ever. 
It implies that Men may be renew'd to their 
primary and^^r^/Chriftian State of Renewal, 
by new Ads of Repentance, Faith, Devotion^ 
and the ufe of the Holy Eucharift, leveral 
Times ; and, that they may finally fall from 
the lame, lb that they never can be renew'd 
again. 

For, we are moreover told, that a Man may 
even be the Temple of God, and yet defile his 
Temple, and be deftroy'd} that he may make 
the Members of Chrifi the Members of an 
Harlot ; may put off the old, and put on the 
new-, Man, which is renew'd after the Image 
ff him that created him; and, fy may become 
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a new Creature J and, yet, forfeit the Benefit 
of this, if he do not continue to walk by tins 
Rule ; that he may live in, or by, the Spirit, 
and it fliall not fuffice, unlefi he walk, or per- 
fevere alio, in the Spirit , that he may be called 
to the Liberty wherewith Chrift hath made us 
free ; and, yet, forfeit this Liberty, by abufing 
it for an occafion to the Flefb. Nay, the At 
poftle mentions fome, who were Children of 
Cod in Chrift Jefus \ who had put on Chrift ; were 
Abraham's Seed, and Heirs according to the*Pro- 
tnife \ God having fent the Spirit of his Son into 
their I&arts, crying, Abba Father izndvthonot- 
withftanding all this,when even they knew God, 
or rather were known of God, were for turn- 
ing back to the beggarly Elements, fo that he 
was afraid of them, left he had beftow'd on 
them Labour in vain. We are moreover ex- 
horted, to make our Calling and Eleilionfure : 
And, are promifed, that we fhall reap, but 
conditionally, If we faint not, &c. 

All which does but follow the Condition of 
Man's Free* Agency generally given him> as has 
been above defcrib'd : With this there can, Hay, 
be nothing certain, but the Eleffionand Qbfig- 
nation in the Divine Trefcience of a Man's per* 
fevering to the End in the right ufe of that 
Agency. 

I think our Modern Efprits Forts (who 
Realbn as if either Nature were God, or,at leaft, 
did give Laws to God) have no Notion of any 
Liberty but to follow Nature, that is, the ever 

varying 



r 87 3 

varying Troteus of their own natural Inftincff, 
and to live as they lift. By which Means they 
have ftoutly extricated themfelves out of all 
Intanglements. They have neither Law, nor 
Traditions, nor Reafon, nor Revelation, nor 
'Philofophy, nor Religion, but to commit them- 
felves, at all Adventures, without Card or 
Compafs, to the vaft Ocean of Imagination * k j* 
to Think any thing, Talk every thing, and Be-/P 
lieve nothing- And tho' this fplits them (as it 
neccfTarily muft) into a Thoufend fantaftic Sefts, 
making them give t£ie moft different, and even 
contradiftory, Accounts of Virtue, Vice, Li-. 
berty, Servitude, every Thing! As they are 
of different Complexions and Tempers amongft 
themfelves; yet, are they ftillatEafe! Such 
is the Advantage of an ablblute State oflndif- 
ference and Inertitude to every thing but that 
one to which they always are fufficiently eager 
and ftrenuous, viz. Qppofition to the Truth ! 
The Truth, unknown, unlbught ! Not fo, 

Their Heathen Fathers, the Philofophers, 
but, thefe Men more inquifitive Scrupulous 
and Tender (betwixt the Study of Morality ; 
the Nature, Number, and Refidence, of their 
falfe Gods, and Ibme Traditions which they 
had of the true, but were refolv'd to ftifle and 
pervert ; the fitnefs or unfitnefs of the vulgarly 
received Rites of Worfhip, ©c.) were at their 
Wit's End : But, among all their Perplexities 
no one diftrefied them more than that ftrange 
Tradition which they had receiv'd of ibme 

fort 
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fort of Liberty from fome fort of Servitude, txf 
be obtain'd (by what Means they either cou'd 
not tell, or wou'd not acknowledge) to the 
Spirit or Soul of Man. The Epicureans made 
liberty to confift in a negative kind of Hap- 
piness, and indolent [Freedom from Cares and 
Anxieties, by affefting an abfolute indifference to 
Events* The Sfokks made their fviCe Man 
• FREE, and all the reft ofthe World SLAVES: 
But, their Charter of Immunities lay in their 
own Trudence and Fortitude only ; the lafi 
Refource of which (when they were preffed 
with any Difficulty or Diftrefs beyond their 
rPhilofophical Bearing) was with a fallen, and 
' defperate, Refentmcnt to diipatch, ^id vindir 
cate, themfelves to Liberty with their Dag- 
gers. T/ato y and his Mafter Socrates (wfij 
had fomewhere heard more than they wou'd 
tell, and often mutter'd more than they wou'd 
have underftood) talk'd in Confufion of Vbr* 
tue^ IVifdom, ^Purification, Liberty , and Re- 
union with their firft Caufe, or God: But, not 
confeffing the true Spirit of God, but a certain 
(Supream) j?f irit of Nature only\ a Mind e* 
Wifdom diffused thro' this Syftem, pervading 
and comprehending the whole, and every part 
of it j with certain familiar Damons of their 
own, and making their faid Re-union to be 
with fuch Sprit or Mind or Dtmon, they ftiU 
laps'd into a Communion pr Partaking with 
\ Devils and not with God, and lb, in all their 
Searches inflaved themfelves more and mow; 
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without ever attaining to any Tafte or 
Feeling of what true Liberty was. But, tp 
return : . 

In the true State, erf Enfranchisement by 
Chrift Jefus> there is.ftilla Difficulty remain- 
ing ; thof> from what has been laid, the Reader 
lees already how it may be folv'd. Faith is 
laid, as by our Homilifts above, to be Matt* 
OPart for Ju/tif cation j and yet to be alio the 
Gift of God. Both which Affirmations again 
(howlbever feemingly Contradi&ory) are trua 
For, it is Man's fart, for Jpprehen/ion, by 
Recognition and Cmfejfton j and God's Part for 
Effett in Operation. Both which the Father 
of the Demoniac Child did exprels in two 
Words— Lord, I believe, help tfou mine unbe- 
lief. Mar.ix. 24. 

But whereby (may we ask) doth Faith 0- 
perdte y as above? Ths Apoftlehath told us,?-* 
by Love. For, in Ghrift je{us y fays he, neither 
Circumcijim availethany things norUncircum- 
cijion, but Faith which WORKETH Bt 
LOVE Gal. r. 6. Rut this is done interme- 
diately by that ^ivifie Virtue, which is the 
proximate ljjue orTrodutt of Faith, that b t 
by Hope, as the Anchor of the Soul y en t ring in- 
to that within the Vail of the true Sanctum 
Sanftorum in Heaven, and bringing buck) glad 
AJJurance of the Dhine Love, to our Souls, 
And, at the lame Time to teach us, that this is 
not our Tart, he lays again — the Love of God 
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is (bed abroad. in. our Hearts by the Holy Gbojt 
which h -given tc >#r.Rom.v, 5. Wherefore 
alfo^ he lays in another TIace, the Fruit of the 
Spirit is Lave. Gal. v. jia. So St. John tells 
us— Love is of God. 1 John iv. 7. For the lame 
"Reafbn the fore-cited Apoftle calls the. Holy 
Ghoft, the Sf>irit of Love. And St. John fays 
zgnn—Godts Love. That is, he is eflentially 
fo in himfelf, and, coipmunicatively fo, to us 
In Operation 2Xi&Ejfe&. . And, 

This has brought me about to a full Refiv 
lution of the Queftion, which I did, in this Part 
chiefly let out upon j even demonftrating where- 
in Faith, is the Tart of Man, and wherein it 
is the Gift of God ; wherein the &id Father 
of the Demoniac Child believed, and where-' 
m he nevertheless /till wanted help to bis 
unbelief. And, 

By a like Diftin&ion we may account for 
Repentance, in what Refpe&s it is the jiB 
of Man, and, in what, it is the Gift of God. 
For, in Fear and Trembling at the Word of 
God, as above, it is the Tart of Man ; 
but, for Converting the Heart to God, in 
drawing it with the Cqrds of his Love, by 
his Holy Spirit, to himfelf > it is the Gift 
of God. 

This has been an Excurfion, md a longer 
one than I at firft defign'd; But, the Occa- 
Con led me to it: And, as the Subjeft is 
compreherifive and important, the Reade^ if 
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he finds any ufefol Hints in it, vvillcxcufc 
die Delay given him by it, and improve 
what is here but fummarily treated of, by 
his own further Searches and Meditations, at 
his better Leifure. 



FINIS. 




L- 



>y? Tubiijh'd, 

THE Nullity of Repentance 
without F a i th in theREDEMP- 
t ion by JBSUS;C HKIS% proved 
from Holy Scripture. 

In three Sermons; 

By Be n j am in Hot loway,L.L.B. 

Sorrow according to, God worketh Repen- 
tance to Salvation not to be Repented of y 
but the Sorrow of the World workfth Death. 
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